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To the Riour Iiurounanlt 


SOPHI A, 


Lapvy DESERT, 


Of the Kingdom of 
IRELAN D. 
Ma van, 


LE 7FHILE other Perſons, who vo- 
luntarily inliſt themſelves in 
the World of Letters, either as 
Authors or Tranſlators, chuſe Patrons 
with a View to ſubſequent Favors; it 
ſhall be my Reſolution, when Recollec- 
tion ſupplies the Idea of them (and my 
Memory 1s not ſhort-liv'd to Gratitude) 


| to ſelect thoſe, who have been any way 


my Friends, and thus publicly own my 


Obligations, ſince Fortune has refus d me 


an adequate Power of Return. 
A 2 Hero, 


DEDICATION. 


Here, your Ladyſhip claims a foremoſt 
Place, you have ſometimes thought my 
boyiſh Attempts not below your Notice ; 
you have Youchfafed them your Appro- 
bation (an Approbation that might have 
grac'd a finiſh'd Performance) which ex- 
cited me to a Continuance in literary 
Labor, and contributed to make me aim 
at Improvement. If there be any Merit 
in what the World has already ſeen un- 
der my Name, it muſt be attributed to 
ſuch generous Encouragement. 


It is to be hop'd this real Reaſon will 
ſufficiently excuſe the Liberty taken in 
this Addreſs to your Ladyſhip. Then 
will your Name, Madam, be a certain 
Defence to him, to whom your Praiſe, 
heretofore, has given additional Strength, 
whom thereby you have authoriz'd to 
proceed, in ſpite of the ſuperficial Critic, 
who condemns where he don't under- 
ſtand; or the ſnarling Miſanthrope, who, 
ſdur d by the Diſappointments his Merits 
have met with from the judicious World, 

which, 


DEDICATION. 
which, except it be animated by the 

Warmth of ſuch a ſolar Body as your 
Ladyſhip's Applauſe, proves an ungrate- 
ful Soil, mutters Damnation over all he 
meets, indiſcriminately, through Malice 
prepenſe, or by a Way of Revenge re- 
tort. The latter of theſe calls for my 
Pity, the former compels my Contempt. 


The Marquis D'Azcrns, from whom 
the enſuing Volume is tranſlated, 1s a 
Name, Madam, not unknown to your 
Ladyſnip; his Jerjſh Letters have been 
every where admir'd, and his other Wri- 
tings have been ſought after with Avidi- 
ty. The Marquis, Madam, was always 
a Defender of your Sex, and had he been 
honor'd with your Acquaintance, the 
Strength of your Ladyſhip's intellectual 
Beauties, join'd to the Eclat of your per- 
ſonal Perfections, had forced him to ſue 
your Protection. Where there appeared 
Room, or Intelligence, ſufficient to en. 
large his Stories, or where the Brevity of 
the Engliſh ſeem'd to make the curtailing 

A 3 his 


DEDICATION. 


his Phraſes neceſſary, it has not been 
ſerupled; there are ſome few other mate- 
rial Differences between the Original and 
the Tranſlation, particularly near the End 
of the Work, in order to make it more 
| agreeable, It Lady DeszrrT, whoſe 
Name implies Judgment, approve, it will 
be his greateſt Pleaſure, who is proud to 
ſubſcribe himſelf, 


MADAM, 
Wih great Reæſpecs, 
Your Ladvsnie's 
Mat Obliged and 
Obedient Humble Servant, 


S. DERRICK. 
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H E Ground. auorłk of Romances, till of late 
Years, has been a Series of Aﬀftions, few of 
evhich ter exiſied but in the Mind of the Author z 
to ſupport which, with proper Spirit, a fir 
pictureſque Fancy, and a nervous poetical Difti- 
on avere neceſſary, When theſe great Eſſentials were 
wanting, the Narration became cold, infepid, and dil 
agreeable. | 

The principal Hero «vas — acts Hint 
every Danger, without any Refleftion, for it was 
always beneath him to think ; it was @ ſufficient Mo- 
tive of perſiſting, if there ſeemed Peril; conquering 
Giants, and diſſokving Enchantments, wwere as eaſy to 
him as lying. He commonly ſets out deeply in Love ; bis 
Miſtreſs is a Virgin, he loſes ber in the Beginning of 
the Book, through the Spite or Craft of ſome malici- 
ous Necromancer, purſues her through a large Folio 
Volume of Incredibility, and finds her, indiſputably, at 
the End of it, like tried Gold, flill more charming, 
from having paſſed the fiery Ordeal of Temptation. 


Amuſement and Inflruftion were the Intent of theſe 
Sort of Writings ; the former they always fulfilled, 
and if they ſometimes failed in the latter, it was be- 
cauſe the Objects they conjured up to Fancy, were 
merely intellectual Ideas, conſequently not capable of 
impreſſing Jo deeply, as thoſs which are to be met with 

in the Buſtle of Life. 

| Hence thoſe, whoſe Genius led them to cultivate this 
dert of ewriting, have been induc'd to examine a- 
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m ongll. ſuch Sbenes At are daily found: to mate beneath 
r heir. Inſpefion. On this Plan are founded the Writings 
F the celebrated Monf. Maxivaux, and the Per 


Formances of the ingenious Mr. FIE LvixG ; each of 


avhom are 3 to be — in their different Na- 


tions. | 


The Marguis D'Arerns, ſenſible of the Advuan- 
t ages accruing from Works of this Kind, vas not ſa- 
tisfied with barely copying the Accidents, but bas all 


united with them the real Names of Perſons who have 


been remarkable in Life, conſcious that wwe pay a more 
firit Attention to the Occurrences that baue befallen 


| thoſe of when we often heard ; and if a Moral enſues | 


from the Relation, it i mone formly. rooted in the Mind, 


than when it is to be deduced from either Mamers or 


Men, with aubom wwe are unacquainted. 


The Marguis is eaſy in his Stile, delicate in his Sen- 
tjanents, and not at all tedious in his Narration. In the 
following Piece aue find Nothing heavy or infipid, he 
duelli not too long upon any Adventure, nor does he 
burthen the Memory, or clog the Attention with Riflece 
tions intended, tco often more for the Bookſeller 's Emo- 
lument, in fecelling the Bulk of the Performance than the 
| Service of the Reader, on hom be knew it to be ather- 
ewiſe an Impofition ; fince, by long-winded queariſome 
Comments upon every Paſſage ( a Fault too often found 
is many Writers) he takes from him an Opportunity of 


exerciſing bis refledive — ſeeming thereby to 
Goubt them, 
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Count DU BEAUVAL. 


BOOK I. 


R 


CHAP. J. 


The Dehign of theſe Memoirs. The Author's Birth 
and Education; his Acquaintance and Folly with 
La NoRouss. Fights with St. GERMATN, 
and ſent into the Country, La NoRousz's 
Per fidy. He is committed to the Care 7 Ra- 
SAC, falls in Love with ANGELICA, is ri- 
val'd, and inuolv d anew, but reliev'd by Ra- 
SAC. 


Remembrance of the many Troubles 


and Misfortunes, the Conſequences of 

that Love, which has very much di- 
ſturb'd Part of my Life, ſtill ſenſibly impreſſes 
B mg 


, te 
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me, though a ſolid Eſtabliſhment has put an 
End to my Miſtakes. 


» Should theſe Me 


Attention; thaſe 
them Examples, that may become uſeful, in 
preventing the Multiplicity of Lvils, that too 
often accompany a head- ſtrong Paſſion. 


I was born in the Province of Limo ſine, up- 


on an Eſtate of my Father's, and as ſoon as [ 


had attain'd my ſixteenth Year, was ſent to an 
Academy in Paris, where the Care of pleaſing 


2 young Milliner, who lived near St. Sulhpice, 
engroſſed much more of my Time, than my 


Studies. She hearken'd to my Addreſſes readily 
enough, and imagining I had made a vaſt Pro- 
greſs in her Heart, I one day vainly endea- 
vour'd to accompliſh my Wiſhes; but ſhe re- 


nſting both my Prayers and Careſſes, aſſur'd 


me, that without a Promiſe of Marriage, not 
the ſlighteſt Favour was to be expected. I 
complied with more Readineſs and Pleaſure, 
than if ſhe had aſk'd me ſix Lowis-dors, rejoic'd 
in obtaining at ſo eaſy a Rate, as two or three 


Lines i in Writing, a Bleſſing, for the Poſſeſſi- 
on of w hich, 1 would otherwiſe luxe freely 


given 


3 ever reach the public 
TIE draw from. | | 
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given up ſix Years of the Penſion allow'd to 


aſſiſt my Diverſions. 


For four or five ſucceeding Months I liv'd in 
perfect Tranquillity, which was at length di- 
ſturb'd by my jealouſy of a young Academi- 
cian, by Name St. Gzr Main, whoſe Famili- 


arity with La NorovsE (fo was my Miſtreſs 


call'd) I had for ſometime paſt perceiv'd ; it 
was a Correſpondence that gave me much Diſ- 


pleaſure, and, at leagth, I ſpoke to her con- 


* 


She anſwer'd, that having been ſtrongly re- 
commended to her Mother, he was look'd up- 
on as one of the Family, and it was impoſſible 
to avoid ſhewing him ſome Friendſhip. Thig 


Reply, far from giving me Satisfaction, deter- 
min'd me to fight my Rival. The great Idea 


was no ſooner conceiv'd, than I reſolv'd to 
bring it into Action, with all the Solemnity of 
a Hero in Romance ; and, firſt, I propos'd to 
him, with all the 3 to be found in the 


polite World, to deſiſt from viſiting LA No- 


der 
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fait to our reſpe dive Parents; and my Father, 
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cc And, wherefore, pray, Sir, (ſays he) ſhall 
I avoid frequenting the Houſe of a Woman, 
c whom Irank in the Number of my Friends?“ 
«© Becauſe, Sir, (reply'd I) I don't like it.“ 
«© Really, Sir, (return'd he) I am vaſtly ſorry 
«« for it, but it happens that I do.” © Nay, 
ce then, Sir, (anſwer'd I, a little angrily) you 
46 ſhall not go thither while I live; and I muſt 
© try to cut a Throat with you.“ 


«© With all my Heart (anſwer'd he) take 
% care of yourſelf, ſince I believe yours may 


4 be in as much Danger as mine.” He was in 


the right; we immediately exchang'd Thruſts, 


| he run me through the Arm, I wounded him 


in the Thigh; and when I gave my Hand to 


aſſiſt in raiſing him from the Earth, to a Level 


with which the Hurt had reduc'd him, I told 
him, Sir, this is not a Time to finiſh our 
«© Difference, when you are cur'd we ſhall put 
er anEnd to it.” 


Our Quarrel was too conſiderable to be con- 
ceal'd from the Eyes of the Academy; the In- 
tendarf could not diſpenſe with relating the Af- 


who 


Count Du BZAUuvY Al. 8 
who was then at Paris, having found Love 
was the Occaſion of our Breach, and fearing 
the ill Effects that might follow from a Paſſion, 
fo very violent in its firſt Sallies, reſoly'd to re- 
move me to the Country, and as ſoon as ever 
I was cur'd, commanded me to get myſelf 
ready to ſet out for home in two Hours. I an- 
ſwer'd him not, the Uſe of Speech forſook 


me, for the Injunction affected me like a 
Thunder-bolt, | 


My Journey was not long deferr'd. Not 
being able to get a Sight of my Miſtreſs, be- 
fore I ſet out, F wrote her a Letter, wherein 
I related the Accidents that had befallen me ; 
nor was I long at Limonfine,” before I was con- 
ſol'd with an Anfwer, for I had furniſh'd her 
with the Addreſs of one of my Friends, ſo that 
it was ſcarcely poſſible to interrupt our Correſ- 
pondence. She ſwore an inviolable Fidelity in 
ſpite of the longeſt Abſence, and for three 
| Whole Months continu'd to ſpeak this Lan- 
guage, after which ſhe chang'd her Senti- 
ments. | 


My Departure having left a clear Stage to 
St. GERMAIN, he made the beft Uſe of his 
B 3 Time, 
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Time, foon occupy'd the Place I imagir'd I: 
held in my Miſtreſs's Affections; and the News 
of their both quitting Paris clandeſtinely to- 
gether, which was quickly convey'd to my 
Knowledge, gave me infinite Surprize, and 
my Father prodigious Satisfaction. He ima- 
gin'd me not fo wean'd of this Amour as [ 
ſeem'd to be, and that my Indifference was but 
Affectation; for my Part I was eaſily conſol'd 
for her Perfidy, and the Hopes of ſoon return- 
ing to Paris prevented me from feeling it. 


In a ſhort Time I ſet out once more for that 
Capital. My Father, who deſign'd me to tra- 


two ar three Years, being willing that I ſhould 
firſt finiſh my Exerciſes, ſent along with me a 
Friend call'd Ras Ac, who, though but young 
had all the Wiſdom of a Man in Years. He 
had offer'd to accompany me in my Tour, 
and our Family was charm'd at my aſſociating 
with a Gentleman ſo very accompliſh'd. 


Here, on my Arrival, by my Friend's Ad- 
vice, I took proper Meaſures to avoid the Re- 
newal of my Acquaintance with ſuch People as 


kad aſſiſted in * me into. my former Fol- 


lies. 


vel through France, and other Countries, for 


t 
7 
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lies. My Time was divided between my Ma- 
thematical, Dancing, and Muſical Maſters, 
and in viſiting the politeſt Company; my Cor- 
reſpondence with the Female Sex was confin'd 
entirely to Women of Condition; the Exceſ- 
ſes in which I had been lately involv'd were al- 
ways before my Eyes, and my little Expert- 
ence of the World made me believe, that 
Love was only. dangerons a Girls of an 
inferior Rank; but, alas ! cer long I expe- 
rienc'd the contrary. 


The lovely Axcerica was Niece to the 
Preſident DR LoNGVIITE's Wife, with whom 
ſhe liv'd, at whoſe Houſe I often ſaw her in 
my Viſits. This beautiful Girl was not quite 
ſeventeen Years old, her Eyes were bright 
and ſparkling, the Roſe and Lilly were admi- 
rably blended in her "Complexion, her Deporti 
ment was modeſt and engaging, and her whole 
Figure elegant; Charms, powerful as thefe, 
were irreſiſtable; I own'd the pleaſing Sway, 
and became her Captive ; my Heart ſwore to 
her eternal Fidelity, while my baſhful Lips 
dar'd not to diſcloſe its Sentiments. For two 
long Months I obſerv'd the moſt reſpectful Si- 
lence, when I reſoly'd to take Courage, and 
B. 4 - alleviate 


$ Mzemonas of the 


alleviate my Evils, by imparting them to their 


dear, their amable 2 


Locks and Sighs were ineffeQually us'd for 
this Eclairciſſment, they were Terms of a Lan- 
guage which ſhe ſeem'd not at all to under- 
tand; at length I explained myſelf more clear- 
ly, andif I was not much flatter'd with Hopes, 
I had, nevertheleſs, no great Reaſon to be dif- 
conrag'd. My Paſſion daily encreas'd, and I 
dluſh'd not now to vent my Complaints. How 


often have I exclaim'd ? Lovely Ax ELIc A, 
will you be always inſenſible? Cannot ſuch 


| Warmth of Paſſion, ſuch tender Aſſiduity as 


mine, affect you? Her Reply was accompany- 


ed with an Air of Pleaſantry that froze my Ex- 
pectations, and almoſt drove me to Deſpair. 
She affected to turn to Raillery my moſt ſeri- 
ous Proteſtations, and I began to be perſuad- 


ed, it would be impoſſible even ever to impreſs 


her, for ſhe 82 of a Temper too volatile 
to be fix d. 


All my Efforts were ine ffectual, ſhe was too 
polite to be brought eaſily to the Point; if I 


paſs'd two Days without ſeeing this lovely 


Creature, they appear'd to me two Centuries ; 


it was — long to ſupport her Abſence, 
I flew 
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T flew to the Houſe wherein ſhe dwelt, andleft 
ir more enamour'd than before. 


My Uncertainty, my Pains, and my Grief, 
were ſuddenly augmented by my unex pectedly 
diſcovering Ax EIA was not Miſtreſs of all 
the Indifference I had imagin'd. The Marquis 
of Laxsac having acquir'd the Art of ſettling 
her Inconſtancy, I ſaw their Eyes often meet 
in ſignificant Smiles, and they had generally 
ſomething to ſay in private; this led me to 2 
near Examination of their Conduct, and I no 
longer doubted but my Suſpicions were well 

grounded. The Happineſs of my Rival added 
to my Miſeries, I no more refleQted upon the 
Pleaſures of Love, they were blotted from my 
Mind, and Rage triumph'd in their Place; 1 
reſoly'd to act, with Reſpect to this Rival, as 
Thad done with the former, to deliver myſelf 
from the Anxieties which the Preference given 
to him by ANGELiCA heap'd upon me, by re- 
ceiving Death at his Hands, or, with my aun, 
putting an End to his Life. | 


Il uas confirm'd in my Deſign, when my 
Friend Ras ac, who began to be uneaſy at my 
Situation, conceiv'd ſome Hint of my Proje& 


B 5 He 
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He perceiw d, very plainly, that my Behaviour 
to the Marquis was much more diſtantly polite 
than uſual. He knew as well as I the Mar- 
quis's Attachment to ANGELICA, and needed 
no more to confirm him in his Suſpicion of 
what Iintended. He tax'd me with it in the 
molt friendly Manner, and as I lov'd him ex- 
tremely, I ingenuouſly confeſs'd my Deſign. 


. «© How, (fays he) can you be guilty of re- 
os peating ſuch a Piece of Folly ? I imagincd 
ac that your firſt Adventure had given you ſuf- 


44 ficient Uneaſineſs, and, credit me, I grieve 


« to find myſelf deceived. What Reaſon 
« obliges you to quarrel with the Marquis? 


&« Has he been any Way remiſs in his Behavi- 
« our to you? or at any Time entertained 


& himſelf with Diſcourſe to the Prejudice of 
* your Reputation? On the contrary, do not 
his Civilities to you daily increaſe ? He ne- 


« yer miſſes an Occaſion of praiſing you. 


« Whence then ariſes your Enmity ? From 


4 his having found the Secret of pleaſing, and 
| © becauſe he has the Art of appearing more 


« amiable, you would revenge yourſelf upon 
him. If Anctrica loves you not, don't 
ce attribute the F ault to bor, but to your 
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Stars; blame not the Marquis, who, when 
he became in Love, was ignorant of your 
Attachments to the Lady. 


«© What can be the Advantage of fighting 
the Marquis ? You cannot raviſh from him 
the Heart of AN GCEI ICA. Do you think 
that you will make her the more ſenſible of 
your Truth, by uſing ill the Man whom ſhe 
eſteems ? Conſider, it is not only inconſiſtent 
with good Senſe, but with the Laws of Ho- 
nour ; it is no Excuſe that you believe it no 
Crime to retort Part of your Misfortunes 
upon a Perſon whom you regard as your 
Enemy; remember, that it is as ſhameful 
for a Man of true Gallantry to be guilty of 
a mean Action, as to avoid the Opportunity 
of performing a great one.“ 


The Reaſons of my Friend ſoon convinced 


me ; ſo that the Government, which his Du- 
eretion and good Heart had acquired over me, 
reduced me, by Degrees, to pacific Senti- 
ments. I look'd with Horror upon the Extra- 
vagance oi my Proceeding, and, in ſpite of 
myſelt, reſolv'd to avoid all Places where there 
was the leaſt Potbility of meeting either Ax- 


GELICA, 
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GELICA, or. the Marquis ; fearing, from my 

Conſtitution, that ſuch a Rencounter ſhould 

throw me into my former Impetuoſity. I pro- 
pos 'd to my Friend the paſſing ſome few Days 
in the Country, there, if poſſible, to waſte the 

Time, until we ſhould be ready to ſet out on 
our Travels; to this he with Pleaſure conſent- 
ed, and we pitch'd upon a Caſtle, three 
Leagues from Paris, belonging to one of our 
Friends who was a Counſellor in the Parlia- 
ment, who could net accompany us himſelt as 
he at firſt intended, his private Affairs requir- 
ing his Preſence in Town; however, he pro- 
mis'd to come down to us as often as he could 


poſſibly ſpare an Opportunity. 


I imagin'd, that after being ſettled in our 
Retreat, every Day contributed more and 
more to diſſipate the Anguiſh with which I had 
been ſo long oppreſs'd ; I recover'd gradually 
my natural Peace of Mind, and Reaſon re- 
aſſum'd her Sovereignty. The Admonitions 
of my Friend, and the fatal Cataſtrophes en- 
ſuing from that Paſſion, determin'd me to a- 
void Love; I proteſted to him I would never 
more manacle my Liberty, and that I was too 
ſenſible of the Bleſſings of Indifference, to 
part with it again. % Promiſe 
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« Promiſe nothing raſhly (ſays RAs Ac) you 
& ought to fear more than many others, ſince 
« you are to guard, not only againſt the De- 
6 ſuſions of Love, but your conſtitutional 
« Propenſity to that Paſſion. Heaven has 
c given you a very tender Heart, a Preſent 
c the moſt unhappy it could beſtow, unleſs 
« youexert yourſelf in avoiding thoſe Errors 
« wherein it may involve you; I ſpeak from 
% Experience. I was born with a Conſtituti- 
C on little differing yours; but the fatal Acci- 
« dents which have thence befallen me, have 
e gradually corrected it, and reduc'd me to 
“ my preſent State of Tranquillity.”” 


I ſhall endeavour (replied I) to imitate your 
Conduct, for which End I ſhall always keep in 
View my firft Miſtakes ; but inform me, I be- 
ſeech you, what Events have contributed to 
your preſent Happineſs ; they may furniſh me 
with a new Train of Reflections 


CHAP, 
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; CHAP. I. 

Rasac's Education and Temper ; his fir/! Pro- 
* ſhefts in Life; becomes acquainted with Baron 
| Cvinac, who flies with his Miſtreſs to Bruſ- 

ſels; fails in Love with LucINDA, and 
preſid to marry another Woman, againſt which 
be reſolves at the Hazard of his Fortune. 


T is with Pleaſure (ſays the Chevalier Dx 

Ras Ac) I procced to gratify your Curioſi- 
ty, and though I have hitherto carefully con- 
ceal'd the Troubles of my Life, I ſhall diſco- 
ver them to you with Pleaſure, hoping the 
Knowledge may prove ſerviceable. My Heart 
was as ſuſceptible as yours of ſoft Impreſſions, 
and as I am fix or ſeven Years older, I felt the 
Power of Love before you were capable of 
knowing it. My Father ſent me as yet very 
young to Paris, where I was educated under 
the Care of a Relation who regarded. me ex- 
tremely, and deſtin'd me, from my Infancy, 
to be the Huſband of one of his Nieces, a 
Child of my own Age. Our Families com- 


municated their Intentions to us before Reaſon 


bad eſtabliſh d her maturer Sway; we conſen- 


ted 
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ted to their Deſires without Repugnance, ha- 
ving as yet no Wiſhes of our own, however, 
we ſoon learn'd to look on each other as Per- 
ſons ordain'd to be link'd together for Life, 
and Love grew upon our Friendſhip. Our 
Happineſs had been perfect, had not our Pa- 
rents too long deferr'd the intended Marriage. 
My Uncle poſtpon'd it for ten Months, that 
he might put the finiſhing Hand to an Affair, 
of very great Importance, which it was requi- 
ſite to cloſe, e er he could endow me with 
what he intended. 


During the Time of this Delay, my lovely 
Is ABELLA became acquainted with Baron DR 
Cuinac, who viſited me often upon the foot- 
ing of Friendſhip; ſhe ſeem'd to receive him 
with a good deal of Eſteem, which gave me 
but little Uneaſineſs, as I believ'd her Attach- 
ment to me founded, on a Friendſhip, the 
tendereſt, as well as the moſt ſincere; but a- 
las ! I was ignorant that Love could eradicate 
all other Sentiments, and that it was a Paſſion 
whoſe Violence nothing could withſtand. 


ISABELLA made a ſenſible Impreſſion on the 
Marquis, which he found impoſſible to reſiſt 3 
| | he 
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my perfidious Miſtreſs liſtened to his Declarati- 


Love, and on the ſame Day, which gave Birth 
to their Union, was laid the Plan of my future 


Deſtruction. 


| Lovers, convinced that their Parents would 
never countenance their Inclinations for each 
other, and not having the leaſt Proſpect of 
Hope from that Quarter, they reſolv'd to fly 
France, and join their Hands in a foreign 
Country. My Rival was Maſter of a conſi- 
derable Eſtate, and had no Father, conſe- 
quently not at all embaraſs'd by thoſe Incon- 
veniencies, which ariſe from the Want of 
Money, an perhaps nothing more facilitated 
the Execution of their Project, than that blind 
Friendſhip I entertained for him. 


He often uſher'd ISABELLA abroad in Com- 
pany with a Counſellor of the Parliament's 
Wife, with whom he was extremely intimate, 
and who ſhar'd in the Secret of my Undoing ; 

the ſeiz d one of theſe Opportunities to deceive 


he took every Precaution to conceal it from my 
Rnowledge, and to make her ſenſible of it; 


on, ſhe eſteemed my Rival in Proportion to his 


Diſſimulation was the Maſter*piece of theſe | 
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the Family, and one Evening, when we con- 
cluded her at the Opera, ſhe ſet out with her 
Lover poſt for Bruſſe/s. Her Parents were not 
much uneafy at her not returning upon the uſu- 
al Hour, imagining ſhe had gone Home to ſup 
with the Lady, in whoſe Company ſhe went 
abroad; however, when the Night was conſi- 
derably advanc'd, they ſent thither to know 
what was become of her ; her female Friend 
anſwer'd, that, after the Opera, ſhe had ſet 
her down at their own Gate, and ber Aſtomiſh- 

ment, at hearing the Enquiry, was equal to 
_ theirs in miſkng ker. 


This A threw the whole Family into 
Deſpair, ſeveral enſuing Days were employ'd 
in ſearching Paris for her to no Purpoſe ; at 
length, from her own Hand, they receiv'd In- 
telligence of her Fate in a Letter from Yalen- 
crennes, in which ſhe acquainted them, that 
Baron Dx Cvinac had been the Companion 
of her Flight, and had married her at Bruſſels. 
She entreated they would pardon the undutiful 
Abruptneſs of it, and forgive a Fault, to the 
Commiſſion of which ſhe had been led by real 
Love. There was no Remedy, my Rival was 


eſteem d a good Match; and the Family, 
happy 
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happy in having recover'd her, was oblig'd to 


conſent. 


Poor I, the Tool of my Friend, and the 
Sport of my Miſtreſs, fell a Prey to the moſt 
devouring Grief. My Uncle, who was equal- 


ly ſenſible of the Injury I had receiv'd, reſol- 
ved to make my Reparation by a ſtill better 


Eſtabliſhment ; but the few Months, which 
had paſs'd away, caus'd a very ſenſible Change 
in my Heart ; the Image of ISABELLA had 
been, by little and little, effac'd by a young 
Breton of a good Family, but no Fortune, 
whom I often ſaw at an Aſſembly which I fre- 
quented. I did not heſitate in opening my 


Mind to her, and her Anſwer was ſuch as kept 


me ſtill in Suſpence. It was a great while be- 
fore ſhe could perſuade herſelf to give any Cre» 
dit to my Addreſſes, and repreſented to me, 
 thatſhe was a Woman of Quality by her Birth, 
yet her little Inheritance, when compar'd with 
the Wealth of my Family, render'd the Con- 
junction very diſproportionable, and aſcertain'd 
the Oppoſition of all my Relations. 


Time and my Attachment conquer'd every 
Difficulty ; I, at length, won her to give me 


A 
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a favourable hearing, when ſhe aſſured me of 
her Eſteem, provided my Cares and Aſſiduity | 


continued ſincere. 


| The Hopes of a Return made me redouble 
my Careſſes; Lucid pA, the fair Breton, en- 
groſs'd all my Attention, and I determin'd, if 
my Parents oppos'd our Union, to follow the 
I'xample ſet me by ISABBLLA and the Mars 


quis. 


Things were in this Situation when my Un- 
cle informed me that he had found a Match 
for me, which would prove of conſiderable, 
Advantage. This News ſpread a viſible Con» 
fuſion over my whole Vilage,. which, if it eſ- 
cap'd his Penetration, it was becauſe, that, 
being entirely ignorant of the Diſpoſition of 
my Heart, he could not- have the leaſt Room 
for Suſpicion, nor was it my Buſineſs to let him 
into the Secret. | 


I contented myſelf with intreating he 
would not as yet think of burthening me 
with a Family; I repreſented that I was too 
young, wanted both Experience and Con- 
duct, did not find in myſelf the leaft  Incli- 


nation to — and that the Infidelity of I- 
SABELLA 
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SABELLA had given me a Diſtaſte to the 
Sex. 


But the Girl I have to propoſe to you (ſays 
he) is ſufficient to ſhelter you, tho' you had 
given Occaſion to the ſevereſt Cenſure; ſhe is 
handſome, young, and rich, and I expect all 
your wiſe Reaſons ſhall cede to my Will; I 
command it, Sir, and I expect you to comply, 
if you do not chuſe to forfeit my Favour, to- 
gether with a very conſiderable Fortune. I 
have already anfwer'd to the Family for your 
Compliance. Matters are ſo far advanc'd, 
that you cannot be off of taking her Hand ; 
ſhould you dare to refufe it, you will diſoblige 

me beyond Redreſs, and I ſhall ever after hold 
you unworthy both of my Friendſhip and In- 
heritance. I allow you eight Days to conſi- 
der, at the End of which Time I expect a po- 
fitive Anſwer ; I would adviſe you to reflect ſe- 
riouſly on the Conſequences of your Determi- 
nation, and let not the fooliſh Capriciouſneſs of 
Youth plunge you into inextricable Misfor- 
tunes, | 


This Converſation funk deeply in my Mind, 
and fill'd me with the moſt mortifying — 


Count Du BEAUuVvAI. 2 
I was but too well acquainted with the Haſti- 
neſs of my Uncle's Temper, to doubt of his 
keeping his Word ; and his natural Haughti- 
neſs, and rough Obſtinance, left not the leaft 
Room to hope that he was to be mollify'd. 


There is a Sort of People, whom it is impoſ- 


ſible to diſſuade from a Thing, and he was one 
of them. 


Judge how great was my Perplexity! 
doom'd to loſe the Miſtreſs of my Affections, 
and eſpouſe a Woman for whom had not the 
ſmalleſt Eſteem, or quit all Pretenſions to an 

Eſtate of above four hundred thouſand Livres 
value; yet Love was near being ſtronger than 
the God of Wealth. I ſought for my Mi- 
ſtreſs, to whom I laid bare my Heart, and un- 
folded the precarious Situation of my Affairs, 
ſwore Conſtancy to her a thouſand Times over, 
and affur'd her the n:oft aſfecting Poverty did 
not carry with it half the Terrors of the Fear 
of loſing her. 


This Generoſity touch'd her in a moſt ſen- 
ſible Manner. She reply'd, it were unjuſt to 
repay ſo much Affection with Ingratitude. 
% Dear Ras ac (ſaid ſhe) I have lov'd you a 


+ long 
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4e long while, and far from being that indiffe- 
4e rent Creature you imagin'd, I have impati- 
« ently waited an Opportunity of your giving 
« ſome eſſential Mark of your Eſteem, that I 
c might then have Room to make this Con- 
cc feſſion: the happy, the wiſh'd for Time is, 


c at length, arriv'd, you have given one not 


cc to be exceeded, and if you continue in the 


& ſame Diſpoſition, depend on the moſt ten- 


cc der Requital in the Power of Woman to 
86 beſtow.” 


Theſe Words from the Woman I ador'd, 
fill'd me with unſpeakable Satisfaction. I pro- 


teſted, that not the Empire of the Univerſe 
was capable of altering the Sentiments of my 


Heart, that my Uncle might execute his Me- 
naces when he pleas'd, they would never give 


me the ſmalleſt — provided ſhe conti- 


nued faithful. 


b Your Uncle (anſwer'd ſhe) will never 
& realize his Threats; continue firm; if you 
40 love truly, you will in Time be happy both 
cc in your Miſtreſs and your Fortune. Parents 
4c are eaſily ſubdu'd, their Hearts are not 
« Marble, nor their Anger above being molli- 

0 9 d, 
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ce fy'd, when a Child is the Object which 
&« calls for their Clemency. I am perſuaded 
„ of the Truth of my Aﬀertion.” © Yes 
cc (return'd I eagerly) it muſt, it ſhall be ſo ; 
% my Uncle will forget his Anger at the Sight 
t of my charming Lucix pA, ſhe ſhall charm 
« his obdurate Heart to ſoftneſs, he muſt be 
4 more than human who reſiſts thoſe Eyes, 
« he will not, no! he cannot; yet I cannot 
“ be happier than at this Minute! in obtaining 
4 your Conſent to adore you.“ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ili 


Rasac diſebliges his Uncle 80 and quite 
| bis Hauſe. Lucinpa's Advice to him, in 
Conſequence thereof, prattis'd ineffectually. 
She entertains an«ther Liver, and Rasac 

abandons her. His Aﬀairs take an unex- 
pected Turn. He revenges her Infidelity ful- 


ly upon bis Miſtreſs, and diſconcerts all her 


Defgns. The Arrival of the Counſellor. 


mination, and I anſwer'd as I had done at 
firſt. He had not Patience to hear me out. 
« What then! (exclaim'd he) you are de- 
cc termin'd not to obey me; then, Sir, you 
«© muſt quit my Houſe this very Day, and 
& return to your Father, to whom [I ſhall 
cc write, for one of your Brothers, on whom 
J ſhall confer all the Favours I intended 


A 


&« for you.” © You may at as you pleaſe, 


« Sir, (ſaid I calmly) though you may de- 
« prive me of worldly Inheritance, the Mark 
« of external Happineſs, I ſtill have the 

« Pleaſure 


HEN the eight Days were . 
my Uncle deſir'd to know my Deter- 
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&« Pleaſure of thinking you cannot force my 
ce Inclinations. Theſe are my own, and 1 in- 
« dependent of your Authority.“ 


There necded not ſo much to ſet his Anger 
in a Flame; he carry'd it to the higheſt Pitch, 


and, in the Heat of his Rage, loaded me with 


his Curſe. I left him in this Temper, having 


order'd my Things to a ready-furniſh'd Lodg- 
ing, and-went to give an Account of what had 


pals'd to my Miſtreſs; ſhe receiv'd it with un- 


expected Surpriæe. This is not right (ob- 


N 


ſerv'd ſhe) you muſt endeavour to regain 


C the Fſteem of the old Gentleman; you are 


« but a Cadet, and yonr Father cannot give 
«© you a Sufficiency, to ſupport you genteely 
« in a married State. Let me adviſe you to 
6 return to your Uncle, and try v hat you can 
© do to re- eſtabliſh yourlelt in his Friend- 
vc ſhip. 97 


I promis'd, and indeed attempted it to no 
Purpoſe, he fill anſwer'd, that he would be 
obcy'd, or I mult forget he was my Uncle. I 
vas obſtinate in my Refuſal, and irritated him 
to exicemcly, that he made a Gift of the Re- 
vertion of his whole Fortune to my elder Bro- 


ter, beyond a Poſſibility of Recall. 
C 


[ carry'd 
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I carry'd this heavy News to my Miſtreſs, 
who receiv'd it in a Manner that plainly pre- 
ſag d my ſequent Misfortunes. She grew 
thoughtful, and ſeem'd troubled, while an Air 
of Sadneſs diffus'd itſelf over her Counte- 
nance, which affected me deeply; her Me. 


lancholy augmented daily, and Uneaſineſſes 
appear d ſtill more and more, the Cauſe of 


which I could not then divine, though the Se- 
quel taught it me fully. 


A ConviQtion of her Perfidy compleated my 
auer and it manifeſted itſelf in the Diſ- 
overy of a Rival whom She harbour'd and en- 
—— to whoſe Promiſes of Fidelity I had 


facrific'd my Hopes of Proſperity. 


While I was in this melancholy Situation, 
my Uncle was carry'd off ſuddenly by an apo- 


pleQic Fn. Though he had treated me fo ve- 
ry harſhly, 1 flew to his Houſe on the firſt 
News of his Illneſs. All Endeavours to re- 
cover him were ineffectual, he was at the 
Point of Death when J enter'd the Room, and 
he breath'd his laſt in my Arms, as I ſtrove 
to aſſiſt him. My evil Fortune did not ſtop 


here, it was crown'd with the Infidelity of Lu- 
MDA, 
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cx pA, who laviſh'd her Tenderneſs, and 
ſquander'd thoſe Careſſes which ſhe had ſworn 
to give to none but me, upon the Son of a 
rich Farmer-General, whoſe only Merit con- 


' ſiſted in his being Heir to the large Poſſeſſions 


of his Father. 


My Indignation at her Conduct cur'd me 
of my Love, and I conceiv'd for her the moſt 
ſovereign Contempt. The only Conſolation 1 
had remaining, was in being determin'd to let 
her know what was my Opinion of her. When 


Heaven brought about a very ſignal Change in 


my Affairs, and put it in my Power to avenge 
me fully of her Infidelity ; my elder Brother 
dy'd in the Country of the Meaſles, and left 
me not only Heir to the Poſſeſſions of my 
Uncle, but alſo to thoſe of my Father. . 


This Intelligence ſoon reach'd the Eats of 
the jilting Lucinda, who therefore reſolv'd at 
any Rate to renew her Correſpondence with 
me, and not knowing how intirely ſhe was 
blotted from my Heart, ſhe imagin'd it would 


not be difficult to reſume her Seat therein, 


with all that Profuſion of Power ſhe had for- 


merly exerted. 


C2 She 
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She began with playing off her former En- 
ticements ; her Eyes were watchful of the Mo- 
tions of mine; her Language and her Beha- 
viour were plain Endeavours to convince me of 
a real Affection. Piqu'd with the Trick ſhe 
had already play'd me, I determin'd to pay 
her in her own Coin, and, for that Purpoſe, 
pretended to Swallow theBait ſhe had hung out 
for me; I complain'd of the Indifference with 
_ which fhe had treated me, when oppreſo'd with 


Misfortunes, of which ſhe had been the ſole 


Cauſe. She juſtify'd herſelf but very lamely, 

yet weak as her Reaſons were, I affected to be 

perſuaded by them, and defir'd ſhe would con- 

firm them by breaking off with my Rival, in 

ſuch a Manner as ſhould ſuffice to aſſure me 

ſhe would never enter into Connection with 
him again. 


It was with Eaſe ſhe conſented to baniſh him 
from her Preſence for ever, and inſiſted upon 
diſmiſſing him without any Explication ; but I 
remain'd firm in demanding the contrary, and 
added, that I would be ſhut up at the Time in 
ſome Corner whence I might hear their whole 
Converſation ; a Satisfaction which, after ſome 


teint Refuſal, ſhe conſented to give me. 


I was 
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f was at the appointed Time plac'd in 2 
Cloſet within the Room, whence I could con- 
veniently hear every Thing that was ſaid, 
She told my Rival on his Entry, ſhe had ſent 
for him to deſire he would give himſelf no far- 
ther Trouble about her. The Lover, a little 
furpris'd at this abrupt Addreſs, defir'd to 
know the Reaſon of her Caprice. 


% have but a ſhort one to give you at pre- 
e ſent (ſaid ſhe) and that is you don't pleaſe 
% me; beſides, as I ſacrific'd the Chevalier 
DE Ras Ac to you, I now facrifice you to 
* to him.” The young Farmer-General, 
piqu'd at the Compliment, bluntly reply'd, 
« Well, Madam, ſince it is ſo, I muſt com- 
& fort myſelf as well as I can; but be fo 
“ kind as to return the Promiſe of Marriage, 
* and the Deeds you oblig'd me to give you.” 
'This Requeſt threw the Lady into fome ſort of 
Confuſſon. She reply'd, however, that ſhe 
had torn and loſt them, as never intending to 
make uſe of them. Excuſes of this ſort 
* (ſaid he) won't ſerve my Turn, I won't 
“ quit this Room till you return me my Pa- 
„ pers.” 
C 3 Matters 
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Matters being now come to the Height I 
had defir'd, I flung open the Cloſet-door, and 
appear'd in the Chamber to the Confuſion of 
one, and Aſtoniſnment of the other. Sir, 
* (ſaid I) addreſſing myſelf to my Rival, you 
„ need not take your Papers out of the Lady's 
« Hands, no body can make better uſe of 
& them ; and to you, Sir, I give up all Right 
ec and Title to her.” With theſe Words 1 


. leſt them together without hearing them reply. 


This Revenge was but juſt; ſhe caus'd me 
to forfeit a very noble Inheritance, and had I 


not had a Heart better than her own, I had 


let her part with the Writings demanded by 
| her rich Lover. Soon after this I ſet out for 
the Country, whither I was ſummon'd by my 
private Affairs, and never ſaw either of them 
again. Indeed I was inform'd ſhe had cited 
him before the Parliament, who condemn'd 
him, either to marry her immediately, or to 
pay the Forfeit, to which he was bound in Caſe 
of Refuſal ; the latter he judiciouſly choſe. 


The Impudence of Lvcinda open'd my 
Eves upon the Deceit of Women, and I exa- 
min'd into their Nature fo very ſeriouſly, that 
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I have been alway ſince Proof againſt their 
Snares. 


The Remembrance of my Misfortunes 
_ dwells ſtrongly in my Mind, and ſerves as a 
Check upon the Vigour of my Conſtitution. 
Eet your paſt Follies have the ſame Effect up- 
on you, thus you will be prevented from falling 
into new ones. 


Me are now going upon a Tour for two or 
three Years, look back on the Inconveniencieg 
into which you have heretofore been plung'd 


buy the Paſſion of Love, and you will learn to 


0 $ „„ 0. oa G OVEN — 
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I promis'd to accommodate myſelf to his 
| Adviſe as much as poſſible, aſſuring him, that 
I ſhould take, in the kindeſt Manner, his lay- 
ing aſide all Reſerve, and talking to me with- 
out Reſtraint, convinc'd that it was impoſſible 
for him to ſpeak without giving me Pleaſure, 
though he might ſeem to deprive me of it, by 
attempting to curb my Inclinations. The 
Time when we were to ſet out on our Journey 
being near at Hand, we were preparing to re- 
turn to Paris, when we were agreeably ſur- 

pris d with the Arrival of the Gentleman in 
| C 4 whoſe 
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whoſe Houſe we were, when we leaſt expeQ- 


ed him. He wore an Air of Dejection and 
Melancholy that gave us ſome Uneaſineſs, and 
judging that ſomething very grievous muſt have 


| Caus'd it, we were tempted to enquire. 


« I come (ſays he) from being Witneſs to 
* an Accident, as mournful as any which has 
happen d in my Memory; from ſeeing one 
* of my beſt Friends, a Woman who knew 
* really what it was to be a Friend, fall a 
Victim to the blackeſt Treaſon. Mada- 
« moiſſelle Lx Couvrevk is dead, ſhe was 
inhumanly poiſon d. Yes, my Friends, 


—TI- 


** that cnarming . Woman is no more, and 


8 a 


** ſhe expir'd in theſe Arms, Neither my 
Sighs, nor the Public Regret, could pro- 


„ te her from the Arm of Death, guided by 
& the Perfidiouſneſs of her Foes, who, in 
« ſhewing themſelves ſuch to her, prov'd 


„ themſelves Foes to Merit and — it 


{© has levell'd her with the Duſt. * 


This News gave Ras ac, __ me, much 
Surprize; we both knew the Counſellor's At- 
tachment to this admirable Lady; and when 
acquainted with. the Cauſe of his Concern, 


durſt not enquire into the Particulars of her 
Death, 


A ban 
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ly 
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Death, leſt the Repetition ſnould augment his 
Grief. 5 


Two or three enſuing Days were engroſꝰ d 
by Endeavours to conſole him, without offer- 
ing to hint at the Gratification of our Curioſi- 
ty, which, at length, triumph'd, and we ven- 
tur'd to aſk the Proceſs of her Death. No- 
% body (anſwer'd he) can inform you better, I 
« know every Particular of her Life and 


% Death; of the one I lcarn'd from herſelf, of 


* the other from People who had been ac- 
cc quainted with her from her Childhood.” 


We expreſs'd many Obligations for this Fa- 


vour, while he proceeded thus to ſatisfy our 
Requeſt. 
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CHAP. IV. 


LI Covvrevr's Birth, Family, and Charac- 


ter. Her Introduftion on the Stage, and A. 
mour with an Officer, with its melancholly Ter- 


mination, Her Behaviour afterwards, and 


| Affair with young GLiNGLIN. Their Sepa- 
ration, and her Appearance for the firfl Time 
on the Paris Stage, under the Care of Ba- 
RON. Her Attachment to Marſhal Saxs. 
His ſetting out for CourRLANnD, and a Proof 


of her Love and Gallantry in forwarding that 


E xpedition. 


| Drtana LI CouvREUR was born ig 
Brittany, upon the Eſtate of Count 
DaMBERVAL, who was an Officer in the 
Guards, Her Family was extremely poor, 
and when ſhe grew up, her Father, who was 
cover'd in Miſery, imagining his Daughter 


had ſome theatrical Talents, made Intereſt for 
her Admiſſion into a Company of Players, 


who by Chance paſs'd through the Village. 


The Sweetneſs of her Air, and the Modeſty 
of her Addreſs, pleas'd the whole Company; 


they receiv'd her with a great deal of Plea- 


ſure, 
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ſure, allowing the Father, who dic not care 
to abandon the Fortune of his Daughter, ſume 
little Employment amongſt them. 


ApRlax A ſoon adapted herſelf to the Stage, 
and it was not long before ſhe gave Preſages 
of her wonderful Talents, for which ſhe has 
ſince been ſo juſtly admir'd. She perform'd 
in ſeveral different Places before her coming 
to Straſburg, where the Company ſettled. She 
liv'd here for ſometime without taſting either 
the Pleaſures, or Anxieties of Love ; but as 
ſhe ripen'd, *twas not to be expected ſhe 
ſhould eſcape it, in a Life expos'd to ſo many 
Temptations, where her PerfeQions were diſ- 
play'd to ſuch infinite Advantages, for ſhe had 
no Right to an Exemption from the general 
Law of Nature. | 


A young Officer of the Regiment of Picar- 
dy, who was amiable and well made, was the 
firſt who diſturb'd her Tranquillity. Love had 
mutually inſpir'd them, 'and the Officer ſoon 
finding out the Inclinations of Couvxkux, 
touch'd her upon the Subject; ſhe was not 
diſpleas'd at the Diſcovery of his Paſſion, and 
a ſympathetic Likeneſs engag'd their Hearts. 
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LaCovennen differ'd greatly from the reſt 
of her Sex; ſhe was incapable of that 


Fickleneſs generally charg'd to it, and inhe- 


rited Candor and Sincerity from Nature: 
The Officer was a Man of Honour in Love, 


a Virtue very rare among military Gentle- 


men; ſo that it is not to be imagin'd the Poi- 


ſon of Jealouſy, or Fear of Change, diſturb'd 


their Happineſs. If Lz Couvgrux was la- 
viſu of Careſſes upon her Lover, he was not 


wanting in making ſuitable Returns. They 


ſaw one another daily without Conſtraint, 
and their Happineſs continually encreas'd, 
till Fate, jealous cf ſuch perfect F * 
took the Officer gut of the World. 


Her Deſpair was excelive as her Love had 


been great; ſhe ſcem'd determin'd to follow 


him to the Grave, and her Grief reduc'd her 
very near it; however, in Time, ſhe reco- 


ver'd her Health, but could not diveſt herſelf 


of that melancholy Air with which this Acci- 
dent had envelop'd her. She had no rcliſh for 
any Pleaſure of Life, the Remembrance of 
her Lover was always preſent to her Mind ; 
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though dead ſhe ſeem'd to converſe with him, 
avoiding every Thing which might divert her 
Sadneſs, 


Love could no longer bear to ſee ſo much 
Beauty in Affliction, and reſolv'd to cure her 
by giving her a freſh Gallant. The young 
Count Dx GLIxGLIiN, Son to the Royal Pretor 
of Straſburg, had a long time admir'd her; he 
was a yonug Gentleman of genteel Appear- 
ance, though not quite ſo handſome as the Cap- 
tain; ſhe had often fallen in his Way, but the 
Gloomineſs which ſurrounded her had prevent- 
ed his Addreſſes. 

However, as Time cures all Diſorders, he 
imagin'd, that Couvkxkunk's Grief would not 
laſt always, therefore one day ventur'd boldly 
to communicate his Paſſion to her, which ſhe 
receiv'd in a much gentceler Manner than he 
had expeQed. Charm'd at the Succeſs of his 
_ firſt Eſſay, he redoubled his Aſſiduity and Care, 

and though at firſt ſhe appear'd indifferent to 
his Addreſſes, ſhe, at length, became ſenſible 
of his Conſtancy, of which ſhe could not a- 
void ſhewing ſome ſigns. He, by little and 
little, gain'd Ground upon the Remembrance 
af 
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of the Officer, and, at laſt, found out the 


Means of making himſelf as well belov'd. 


Lx CovvREvR, though ſhe really eſteem'd 
her new Lover, was cautious how ſhe pro- 
ceeded; ſhe aim'd at a certain Eſtabliſhment in 
Life, having nothing of the Libertine in her 
Diſpoſition, though ſhe was naturally amorous. 
With a View to this ſhe admitted the Addreſ- 
ſes of Count GLinGLin, who ſwore to give 


her his Hand as ſoon as ever he was his own 


Maſter, and convinc'd her, that it was not the 
Diſparity of Birth which ſhould prevent their 
Union. From henceforward ſhe was incapable 


of Deceit, gave herſelf up entirely to his Di- 


rection, and at the End of ten Months was de- 
liver'd of a fine Girl, the Effect of their mutual 
Promiſes. 


Some Years roll'd on without producing any 
remarkable Change in the Fortune of theſe 


Lovers. When GrixcLin's Family oblig d 


him to marry, his Perfidy fill'd the Heart of 


his Miſtreſs with almoſt abſolute Deſpair ; ſhe 


could not bear to fee herſelf ſo unworthily ſa- 
crific'd, an] live within the View of her Be- 


trayer. It was this which brought her to the 
Parifiar Stage, where ſhe was receiv'd with 


_ prodigious 
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prodigious Applauſes. On her firſt Appearance 
on the Theatre, ſhe had two illuſtrious Rivals 
to contend with, La DucLous and La DES— 
MARCS ; but BARON took great Pleaſure in 
perfecting ſo excellent a Subject as Le Co u- 
VREUR ; ſhe was in the Beginning put upon an 
equal Footing with them, nor was it long before 
ſhe excell'd them; her Merit, and her Talents, 
ſoon gain'd her a Crowd of Admirers. 


It was the Fortune of but one ſingled from 
the Number to pleaſe her, this was the cele- 
brated Count Sax x, the illegitimate Son of a 
very great Monarch, neither unworthy of the 
Glory, or Name, of his Royal Father. Mars, 
and the God of Love, ſmil'd at his Nativity, 
and united in his Compoſition ; he was hand- 
ſome as one, and valiant as the other. He lov'd 
not LE CouvREUR as a tranſitory Miſtreſs, he 
was attach'd to her very ſincerely, and as much 
a Lover of her Candour, and her Probity, as 

an Admirer of her Wit and Beauty. 


For her Part, neither the Glare of his Gran- 
deur, nor the Extent of his Riches, commanded 
her Attention; ſhe ſeparated the Ideas of a 
Man of Honour, and the Son of a King; for 
the firtt ſhe had the ſtricteſt Regard, and for 

| the 


40 MrMOTRS NF the 


the latter a proper Reſpedt. From among a 
thouſand Pleaſures, which a ſincere Union of 
theſe two Hearts adminiſter'd, Glory ſnatch'd 
the Soldier, whom active Solicitude and buſy 
Care influenc'd more ſtrongly than the moſt in- 


violable Affection. A Crown wav'd in the 


North for his Acceptance, to which he had no 
other Pretenſions than what he deriv*d from his 
Character of Courage and Prudence. 


Though a thouſand Dangers were to be 
waded through for this great Acquiſition, his In- 
trepidity conquer'd them all ; he ſnatch'd him- 
feif from the Arms of his Miſtreſs, who, like 


Ni OBE, was all Tears, and follow'd the Call of 


Fame. 


LE CovuvREvR rightly judging that Money 
would be neceſſary to her Lover in ſo tedious a 
Journey, pledged all her Jewels, and rais'd 
what Sums were in her Power, amounting to 
upwards of forty thouſand Livres, which ſhe 
lent him. 


He made no Difficulty in accepting this ge- 
nerous Aſſiſtance of his Miſtreſs, as it was a 
freſh Conviction of the Gocdneſs of her Heart. 
The Count ſet out for Courland, leaving his 
| | tear 
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dear LE CouvREvR full of Care and Inquie- 
tude; ſhe was. eternally apprehenſive of the 
Dangers which ſurrounded the Man ſhe ſo ſin- 
cerely eſteem'd. She trembled for his Life, 
but much more for his Liberty; but alas! 
though ſhe was convinc'd of his Sincerity, 
and his Conſtancy, ſhe could not ſometimes a- 
void admitting a Doubt of his Fidelity, for her 
Heart was too tender to repel the Attacks of 
Jealouſy. 
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Count Sax E returns from Courland, and Lx 
CouvREUR receives. pleaſing News from 
GLiNGLiNn. The Count intrigues with the 
Dutcheſs B***®, whom Le CouvrREUR pub- 

| bickly affronts. An odd Adventure of Abbe 
n.. His Pro.e:ding afterwards. LE 
CouvREvuR ſuddenly taken ill. The Manner 


of her Death. A Diſpute about her Interment, 


in which the Prieſt gets the better ; reaſons 
againft hit Canducl. 


N this Situation ſhe receiv'd News which 

gave her much Comfort. The Count of 
| GLINGLIN had been very careful of educating 
her Daughter, and married her to a Man of 
Quality in Germany who was extremely rich, 
ſhe having. attain'd her fifteenth Year. 


This Man, who ow'd Part of his Fortune 
to the Count, overlook'd all Formalities of 
Birth for the Sake of 26000 Livres he had 


receiv d in Dowry with her; convinc'd of the 


Happinefs of her Daughter, ſhe Preſented 


her 
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her with a very valuable Diamond, notwith- 
ſtanding the Difficulties in which ſhe was in- 
volv'd by Count Saxt ; but this agreeable 
Circumſtance was clouded by the Affairs of 
the North. Matters took a very ill Turn in 
Courland, where, in ſpite of all his Gallantry 
and Precaution, the Count's Enemies prevail- 
ed ; and after having undergone a thouſand 
Fears on his Account, ſhe receiv'd Informati- 
on that he was returning to France, having 
been forc'd to relinquiſh his ambitious Pre- 
tenſions. The Pleaſure ſhe expected from an 
Interview, by far out-ballanc'd the Satisfacti- 
on ſhe would have reap'd from his Succeſs, 
ſhould it have protracted his Abſence. 


He return'd to Paris as much enamour'd 
as he had left it. Neither War, nor Ab- 
ſence, could change his Affection, and his 
Hazards and Diſappointments were buried in 
the Arms of Love and Sincerity ; a violent 
Storm ſucceeded the Claim of Happineſs and 
Tranquillity, which, for ſometime after, gave 
additional Wings to every Der of Lx Cou- 
VREUR 's Life. 


The 
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The Count enter'd into an Intrigue with 
the Dutcheſs of B, and though ſhe was 
ſenſible that he lov'd her very ſinccrelv, the 
could not bear the Enjoyment of a Smple Share 
in his Heart; ſhe complain'd of his Indiffer- 
ence, and he vainly endeavour'd to convince 
her that her Sufpicions were without Foundati- 
on, Contempt for a Rival jcining her Jealouſy, 
the could not contain herſelf from inſulting her, 


and openly avenging herſelf in 1 the Eyes of the 
Public. 


The Dutcheſs of Bs heing in one 
of the Stage-Boxes when LE CouvrREuUR 
play'd the Part of PHD RA, it was very 
impatiently ſhe ſuſtained the Preſence of her 
Rival, and finding a few Lines in the Part 
which ſhe perform'd, which ſhe imagin'd 
might be well adapted to her Grace, turned 
herſelf about, and looking ſtcadfaſtly at her, 
repeated theſe Words of PH =DRaA. 


Nor could ENO NE when oppreſs' d with Crimes, 
Boaſt the rich Treaſure of a Mind at Eaſe, 
Like fame loft Namen, or forget to bluſh. 
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This was ſufficiently the Character of her 
Rival; nor did the Public, who ſaw the Inten- 
tion, diſcourage the Reproof. 


The Dutcheſs, who was LE Couvrevur's 
violent Enemy ever after, was determined, 
by this Injury, to accelcrate her long me- 


ditated Revenge againſt her. She would wil- 
lingly have engroſſed the Count to herſelf, 


but ſhe knew the Charms of her Rival, ta 


which the Count was more ſtrongly attach- 


ed, were far more attractive. In order that 
ſhe might perpetrate her Crime without Suſ- 
picion, ſhe let ſome Time paſs without ma- 
nifeſting the leaſt Uneaſineſs; and when ſhe 
imagined ſhe could revenge herſelf in Safe- 
ty, took ſuch Precautions in direQting the in- 
tended Blow, as rendered it impoſſible to be a- 


voided, while it was not to be equall'd. 


L Covvreur kept the beſt of Compa- 
ny ; her Houſe was the Rendezvous not only 
of the principal Actors, but alſo of all Peo- 


ple of Faſhion and of Genius. One Night 


three Men maſked, ſtopp'd the Abbe P**** 
in his return from thence, and clapp'd a Piſ- 
tol to his Throat; who concluding them Rob- 

bers, 
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bers, preſented his Purſe, and entreated them 
to {pare his Life. One of them replied, it is 
not your Meney we ſeek, we have Buſineſs for 
you to do, which you muſt not refuſe; you 
will find ſome Sweetmeats, lying upon the Foot 
of the Pedeſtal with ſupports the Statue of 
Ex as in the Tuilleries, to-morrow; you 
muſt take them thence, and preſent them to 
Le CouvREUR ; they are poiſoned, this we 
tell you for your own Safety ; if you fail in do- 
ing it, remember that we know you, and no- 
thing leſs than your Life ſhall anſwer the Ne- 
glet; once more let us repeat it to you, that 


if you are guilty of the Omiſſion, it will be 
impoſſible for you to eſcape us, ſo take care of 


yourſelf. At theſe Words they left the poor 
Abbe frightened out of his Wits, and the Blood 
chill'd in his Veins. | 


He knew not how to conduct himſelf 3 in 

this Dilemma; he was, on the one hand, 
| incapable of the Crime which they exact- 
ed, and, on the other, he feared to be aſ- 


ſaſſinated. He communicated the Pain which 


he ſuſtained, together with his fearful Situa- 
tion, to the Lieutenant of the Police, who en- 
deavoured to ſecure him againſt his Fears, and 
ordered him fo far to fulfil the Injunction, 

| | as 
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as to take the Sweetmeats ; when he promiſsꝰd 
to have ſome .of his People ready upon the 
Spot, not only to take him into Cuſtody, but 
alſo every Perſon who ſhould be near him, 
and by this Means, perhaps, ſeize ſome who 
were to be Spies upon his Proceeding. 


At the Hour appointed, which was One 
o*Clock next Day, the Abbe went to the Gar- 
den; he found every Thing as he expected 
the Sweetmeats were laid in the appointed 
Place, and he no ſooner was in Poſſeſſion of 
them, but he, and almoſt every Perſon within 
Sight of the Statue, were taken into Cuſtody, 
and conducted before the Magiſtrate, who 
gain'd thereby not the leaſt Inſight into the 
Affair, all the People who were ſeiz d, proving 
to be honeſt Citizens, who could not be ſuſ- 


pected for Accomplices. 


This Adventure was nois'd all over Paris. 


In an Hour after, the unfortunate Lady was 
ſeiz'd with an unheard of kind of Cholic ; ſhe 


felt a devouring Fire prey upon her Entrails, 
and the Phyſicians declared that ſhe was poi- 


ſon'd. The Momont this News reach d the 


Ears of Count Saxe, he flew to her Afliſtance, 
nor 
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nor at the piteous Sight could he contain his 


Tears, nor ſuppreſs his Deſpair. 


„ die contented (ſaid ſhe) convinced of 
cc your ſincere Fſteem; and Death is wel- 
© come, ſince J expire in your Arms.“ Live! 


„ live! my Angel, (cry'd the > illuſtrious L over) 


& or let me accompany you to the Grave.” 


„ Dear Count (fays ſne) your Requeſt is ex- 


4 travagant, it is vain, I already feel the icy 
& Hand of Death; nor is my Prcfervation 
cc within the Power of Art, nor your more 
« prevailing Endearments. 


« ] feel the Poiſon coid at my Heart; and 
ce my Soul already at my Lips, would not de- 
&« lay thus long, were it not to enjoy your dear 
cc Preſence ;” to the laſt Moment ſhe preſerv'd 
the moſt perfe&t Tranquility, ſeem'd entirely 

reſign'd to the Will of Providence, and ex- 
pir'd without the leaſt Complaint at the Ri- 
* of her Fate. 


The News of her Illneſs call'd a, a 
Number of her Friends, who were filled at her 
Death with unſpeakable Grief; for my Part, 
as I aſſiſted her in her laſt Moments, my Con- 
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cern was inexpreſſible, and I was for a while 
depriv'd of every Senſe. The Situation of the 
Count was indeed pitiable, and a Picture 
which cannot be repreſented ; it was with Dif 
ficulty he was forc'd from the Side of her Re- 
mains, and carried Home to his own Houſe. 


As it was not imagin'd the Poiſon could be fo 


ſudden in its Effect, the Curate of St. Sub 


pice had not been advertis'd of her Ilineſs, till 
the Miniſtry of his Functions was too late, who 
vex'd and ſcandaliz'd by his Forgetfulneſs, pro- 
teſted he ſhould not be interr'd in conſecrated 
Ground. I was ſo troubled that at firſt I paid 


little Attention to this Declaration, but it be- 


ing one of the firſt Things I heard, on recover- 
ing from my Reverie, I was no longer Maſter 
of my Reſentment.— How, Sir, (cried I) do 
you deny funeral Honour to a Perſons, who has 


been the Object of univerſal Admiration ? Of 


what Crime has ſhe been guilty ? She was an 
Actreſs. Was it not the Profeſſion of MolI- 
ERE, Whoſe Death was altogether as ſudden, 
and have you not allow'd him proper Inter- 
ment ? How ſhall one interpret an irregularity 
that diſhonours Perſons, who are an Honour to 


the Nation. 


D All 
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All Paris ſhall complain of this Cruelty; we 
will be no longer Dupes to this miſplac'd zeal 
of the Clergy. What Right have you to re- 
fuſe Chriſtian Burial to Actors, when the Pope 
himſelf allows it, even in Reme, where they 
are never reſus'd the Sacraments. Is the Ca- 
tholic Religion different here from what it is in 
Italy. Perhaps the Pope and the Cardinal are 
not Catholics= 
derſtand the Miſteries of Religion as well as 
vou. 


All our Reaſoning was ineffectual, the opini- 
ated Prieſt was not to be mollified, and we 
were obliged to bury this illuſtrious Woman 
in a Piece of Ground, belonging to the Count 


DR MauREPAS. Happy ſhould I be, were it 


allow'd me to erect a Pyramid to her Memory, 


— Which ſhould perpetuate to Poſterity the Eſteem 
I have for her. 


There the Councellor finiſh'd his Narration; 


and tho? we knew very little of Couvxku, 
we could not but ſympathize in his well-found- 


ed Concern ; it had a ſenſible Effect upon Che- 


valier Rasac ; her deplorable End turniſh'd 
him with a new Train of Reflections; in Con- 
ſequence 


or, perhaps, tliey don't un- 


J 
4 
* 


Count Du BEAU VAI. 51 


ſequence of which, he again repeated his Ad- 
monitions, that I ſhould ſecure my Heart 


againſt the Attacks of Love. 


I promiſs d to ſubject myſelf entirely to his 
Guidance, and we return'd to Paris to finiſh 
Affairs, after having ſtaid ſome few Days with 
the Counſellor, to conſole him for the Loſs of 


his female Friend; our Deſire of beginning 


the intended Tour, made us haſten more than 
we ſhould otherwiſe have done, and in a Week's 
Time we were entirely prepar'd for it, 
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CHAP. VL 


The Author and Ras ac ſent out for Spain; com- 

mence an Acquaintance with the Dutcheſs of St. 

Blaſs, and MARIA D*atincasTRA. A new 
Loue-aduenture, and Marriage intended. 7 be 

| Marquis DR MoxrERIO appears. An unex- 
pected Change in Aﬀairs, A Country Fourney. 

' The Dutcheſs manife/ls great Friendſhip for 
BrauvaL, and the Match is entirely broke 
off. | 


to make Madrid the firſt Scene of our 
Review. On our Arrival in this Capital, we 
deliver'd the Letters of Recommendation we 
had brought with us from Paris; one of which 
was directed to the Dutcheſs of St. BLAss, 
whoſe Houſe was reſorted by the moſt faſhion- 
able People; where I generally choſe to ſpend 


my Evenings, preferably to that of an other 


Perſon, which I might have commanded. Here 


I became acquainted with MARIA ALINcAS- 


TRA, a young Spaniſh Lady of ſome Condition, 
| but very moderate Fortune. 
—_ 1 felt 


E ſet out Poſt for Spain, being reſolv'd 


| 
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I felt the Power of her large black Eyes, the 
firſt Moment I- beheld her, and trembled at 


the thought of being compell'd to tranſgreſs | 


the ſolemn Promiſe I had made my Friend. I 
found the lovely Impreſſion of this Lady every 
Day more deeply engraved on my Heart, and 
determined to ſurrender to the Sacred Power, 
becauſe I could no longer reſiſt. I took ſuch 
Precautions as made it impoſſible for Rasac 
to diſcover my Flexibility. When I was pre- 
ſent, J affected an inſenſibility at the Sight of 
Marla, and gave myſelf but little Uneaſi- 
neſs about him, ſince he did not ſeem to exa- 
mine my Conduct with a ſuſpicious Eye. 


Conſtraint grew inſupportable, as my Paſſion 
encreaſed, of which I no longer could endure 
making a Miſery, but diſcovered it to my Miſ- 


treſs, who receiv'd the Declaration in a very 


favourable Manner, and encouraged me to 
continue my Addreſs. I now. flung off all Con- 
ſtraint, my Attachment was publickly percei wd, 
and as I was known to be a French Gentleman, 
whoſe Father was extremely rich, the Fami- 


ly of ALINCAsTRA were not diſpleaſed at my 
Pretentions. 
D 3 My 
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My Friend foreſaw the Errors into which I 


was plunging, and if he then deſiſted, it was, 


loeſt he ſhould encreaſe my Anxiety; beſides, 


he was ſenſible my Heart was too far engag d, 


to digeſt it ; if he diſſembled, it was to enſure 
my Confidence, ſo that the firſt favourable 
Opportunity, he might be enabled to open my 
Eyes upon my Manner of Proceeding. 


My Miſtreſs ſeveral times told me, that if I 
eſteem'd her with that Sincerity to which I pre- 
tended, ſhe was ready to grant my Deſires, on 
Condition of Marriage; that I was in a Coun- 
try where the Conſent of my Family was not 
at all neceſſary; and that her Intereſt at Court 
(thro' the Means of her Siſter, who was near 
the Perſon of the Queen) was ſufficicnt to pro- 
cure Approbation of our Meaſures in France; 


I ſubmitted to her Perſuaſion, and reſolved to 


eſpouſe her as ſoon as poſſible. 


Big with my Project, I communicated it to 
Ras Ac, who, tho” alarm'd at my Deſign, was 
ſatisfied that nothing but Stratagem would pre- 
vent it; he ſaw what I intended to ſay, before 


I opened my Lips, and after ſome ſlight Oppo- 
ſition, apparently conſented to every Thing I 


pos'd. 
* Charm'd 
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Charm'd with the Goodneſs of my Friend, 
I flew to Maria with the News, to haſten the 
Concluſion ; nor were her Parents diſſatisfied 
at my Haſte, ſo that the Nuptials were appoint- 


ah in fiftecn Days. 


Mean Time the Chevalier omitted nothing 
that might tend to the overthrowing my Pro- 
ject, without giving me the ſmalleſt Room to 
think of his being ſo engag'd. 


I had made ſome Acquaintance here with 
the Marquiſs de MoxTor1o, a Piedmonteſe 
Nobleman, whom Curioſity had brought, as 
weil as myſelf to Spain; we engag'd to travel 
into al together, but after my Amour, I na 


longer had any Notion of quitting Madrid; 


my Friend choſe him to aſſiſt in forwarding his 
Deſigns upon me; he was ſatisfied that the 


Dutcheſs de Salix r BLas had no great Kind- 
neſs for MARIA D' ALI Nc ASTRA, conſequently 


would gladly contribute to her Diſappoint- 
ment. 


| Having ſecur'd the Confidence of theſe two 
People, he entreated me to ſpend ſome few 


* at a ſeat of the Dutcheſs; as the Invita- 
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tion was preſented on the Part of her Grace, 
it was impoſſible I could refuſe accepting it, 
tho” I felt infinite Pain at being carried ſo far 
from the Preſence of my Charmer. 


Rasac, the Marquiſs of MonToR1o, the 
Dutcheſs, and myſelf, were the Company ; the 
firſt Day I began to harbour ſome Suſpicion of 
the Cauſe of our Treat, but the ſecond left me 
no Room to doubt. The Chevalier, his Eyes 
ſwimming with Tears, intreated me not to loſe 
myſelf intirely to the World ; he repreſented 


what a Mortal Stroke I was going to gi my 


Family, how infinitely I muſt grieve one of 
the beſt of Fathers, whom I had already ſuffi- 
ciently perplex'd ; as would plainly appear from 
a Retroſpect of "ny former MiſconduQ. 


I was inſenſible to all that he ſaid, and per- 


eciving how very little he gained upon me, he 


folemnly ſwore, that the Day which ſaw me 
wed Marra DALIxc ASTA, ſhould ſeclude 
him for ever from the World; that he reſolv'd 
to ſhut himſelf up in a Convent, ſince he could 


not think of appearing before my Father, who 


would not fail conſtantly to reproach him with 


my 9 ; ſurely, (ſays he) taking me 
tenderly 
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tenderly by the Arm, you cannot have forgot 
your Friendſhip for me, your Reſpect to yout 
Father, and your Honour to your Family ; are 
all theſe blotted from your Mind; think, think 
my dear Count, into what a Gulpn of Misfor- 
tune you are precipitating by the Blindneſs of 
a miſplac'd Paſſion; let Reaſon ſtop your car- 
reer, and teach you to avoid the Evils hanging 
over your Head. bs 


Here the Dutcheſs and the Marquis, as had 
been previouſſy concerted, enter'd the Room, 
and join'd in ſupporting his Arguments, with 
ſuch Succeſs, that I promiſed to think no more 
of returning to Madrid, and ſet out the next 
Day for Catalinia; the Marquiſs de Mo x TOR 
who undertook to ſettle our Affairs in Town, 
ſet out for that Purpoſe and returned back tlie 
ſame Day. 


& Take it not amiſs, dear Brau vA, (ſaid 
* the Dutcheſs, when we were by ourſelves) 
66 that I aK'd you what you could hope from 
& an Alliance with Maria; fhc had no For- 
* tune, and you may be certain that your Fa- 
« ther would, in Conſequence of ſuch Pro- 
& ceeding, have left you as poor as herſelf, 
what muſt become of you? believe me, 
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& that Love will ſoon give ground without 
« Support, and leave you only to ryminate 


* on your having run yourſelf into Misfor- 


© tunes.” 


I anſwered her, that I ſhould have ſollicited 
an employ in the Spaniſh Service, which, thro? 
the Means of my Miſtreſs's Siſter, I ſhould 
Have eaſily obtain'd. © How little do you 
&« know, (replied ſhe) the Streſs that ought to 
46 be laid on ſuch weak Hopes? how ſandy their 
&« Foundation? Of this I cannot give you a 
* ſtronger Proof, than recounting to you a 


« Story of the celebrated Duke of . 


* inCircumſtance ſomething ſimilar to yours.“ 


As I was partly acquainted with the Hiſtory 


of his Grace, I was the more deſirous to hear 
this Adventure; a Requeſt which I made her, 
and ſhe complied with in the politeſt Manner 
poſſible ; obſerving firſt that his Misfortunes 
might warn others from treading in the ſame 
dangerous Paths, 
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CHAP. vn. 


Te Occaſion of the Duke of W retiring 


ts Spain. His Reception at Court. Falls in 
Love with a Maid of Honour. Demands her 
of the Queen, who at firſt refuſes, but is at 
length prevailed en to conſent to the Match, 
Retires to France wito his new married Dut- 
e-e/ſs, in a diſcontented Mod, but returns again 
t2 Madrid. 


HO is there ignorant of the Diſſentions 

and Animoſities ruling in England, caus'd 
by the Claim, which a Family reſiding in Jtaly, 
has lid to the Crown of that Kingdom? How 
much B'ood has been ſhed, what prodigious 
Fortunes ſacrie'd ? What immenſe Sums 
ſquandered in theſe Quarrels ? They oblig'd 
tie Duke of W N to quit the Kingdom 
in a Hurry, and from the ungrateful Soil of his 
own Country, he retir'd into Spain, imagining 
his Birth, Family, and Addreſs, would im- 


mediately procure him a Poſt in the Service, 


and ſecure him ſome ſpecdy Employment, 
which might not be bencath his Dignity to 
accept. 
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accept. He appeared at Court with very great 
Applauſe, joining to the external Appearance 
of a very handſome Man, a delicate Wit, and 
every Accompliſhment of Nobility. The Re- 
ception which he met with from his Catholic 
Majeſty, confirm'd him in his Hopes, and per- 
haps, they had done Juſtice to his Merit, had 
he not by ſuch another raſh, inconſiderate At- 
tachment as yours, bound himſelf to reſide in 
| Spain, whereby he was obliged to content him- 
ſelf with accepting what the Court pleas'd ; 
and you may be certain they gave according 
to their own Pleaſure, and far inadequate to 
his Deſert. 
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The Duke, who had a Heart form'd for Love, 


became by, attending at the Queen's Levee, 
acquainted with CATHERIN A MFS*** one of 
her Majeſty's Maids of Honour, who was not 
only very Handſome, but a Woman of lively 
Wit, extreme good Senſe, and Mittreſs of 
every Thing that could form the Agreeable, 
nor was : Virtue inferior to her Charms, but 


with all thefe Perfections, ſhe had no Fortune, 


but what the Queen might pleaſe to endow 
ber with, as one of her Attendants. 


This- 


? 
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This was no Hindrance to him, who was 
diſtraQedly in Love, and could never be eaſy 
out of his Miſtreſs's Company, to whom he 
unſolded all his Paſſion with Succeſs; for the 
Match was too advantageous to be refus'd, and 
ſhe was perſuaded the Queen would not at all 
oppoſe her Advancement, but eafily conſent to 
the Deſires of the Duke, who encouraged by 


the Kindneſs of his Reception, perſonally de- 


manded her of that Princeſs, whoſe Surprize 
at ſo extraordinary a Propoſition was very 


great. 


Are you in your Senſes, my Lord? (ſaid ſhe 
to the Duke) are you Maſter of Reflection, and 
yet inſenſible of the many Diſadvantages that 
muſt accrue to you, from the Grant of your 
Requeſt? is it not abſolutely oppoſite both to 
your Intereſt, and future Eſtabliſhment in Life? 


He, in return, aſſur'd her, he could not be 


happy without poſſeſſion of CarTH RINA]; but 


this Declaration was very little to the Purpoſe, 
for the Queen was not to be prevailed upon. 


It is in vain (fays ſhe) to inſiſt, I will not be 
acceſſary to your embarking in the inextricable 
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Misfortunes which muſt enſue from my Con- 
ſent they will ſoon appear, when the Warmth 
of your Paſſion is cooled ; when Reafon re- 
ſumes the Seat, whence ſhe's now excluded by 
the violence of Deſire ; and you will too late 
lament the irreparable Folly ? Are you not pre- 
{crib'd and exil'd ? depriv'd of the Fortune, 
neceſſary to ſupport the Luſtre of your Fami- 


ly ? And, can you tamely bear to beſtow your 


Name on a Woman, who has no Fortune her- 


ſelf, and on whom you can ſettle nothing, but 


Poverty and a Title? Ruminate on what I have 
ſaid, you will thank me for denying you, and 
allow that I'm your Friend. 


This Diſcourſe threw the Duke into abſolute 


Deſpair ; from the Royal Preſence he retir'd to 


the Lady, and having inform'd her of his ill 
Succeſs, and conjur'd her to Conſtancy, he 
vow'd that neither 'Time nor Force, could ever 
tear her from his Heart. © I am determin'd, 
& aded he) to conquer this Obſtinance of the 
& Queen, provided you never prove falſc tome, 
& or cliange; nor ſhall the moſt inſurmount- 


« able Obſtacles, deter me from my Pur- 


Carnz- 
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- CarTHERINA, who really loved him, re- 
turned his Attachment with Sincerity equal to 
his own; and conſoled him the belt in her 

Power; at laſt, theſe two Lovers reſolved pri- 
vately to wed, in ſpite of all Obſtacles and de- 
-pended on their mutual Regard for Protection 


from every Accident. 


The . was all this while not to be 
moved; ſhe was deaf to the nurnberleſs Repre- 
ſentations of the Duke's Friends, for he leſt 
nothing undone, that he imagined might in- 
fluence her; this deſtroying all his Grace's 
Hopes of Happineſs, ſunk ſo deeply on his Spi- 


| Tits, that he was reduced to the loweſt Ebb; 


an intermitting Fever, attended with the hea- 
vieſt Melancholy, — him almoſt to the 
Grave. 


The Account of his Situation was carry'd 
to the Queen, and it ſeem'd to touch her to 
the Soul. She ſent him a Meſſage, ſetting forth, 
that the News of his re-eſtabliſhed health, 
would give her infinite Satisfaction; and, that 


the deſired to ſec him, the firſt favourable Op- 
OO 


He 
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He ſeiz d the Moment that ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe Allevation to his Cares, which he imagin- 
ed preſented itſelf, in this kind Embaſſy, and 


collecting all his little Force, haſten'd to Court, 


to throw himſelf at her Majeſty's Feet; and 
once more aſſure her, that Death was wel- 
come, and inevitable, unleſs ſhe graciouſly con- 
ſented to join his and CaTHERINE MEFFR'S 
Hands, in the indiſſoluable Ties of Matrimony, 
re From your Majeſty's Lips, (ſays he) I ex- 
e pet Determination of my Fate; Lite or 
„„ Death, there is no Medium depends upon 
« your Words. If you continue inflexible, I 
cc have a miniſtring Hand, which ſhall af- 
4 fiſt in conveying me to that unknown 
c ſhore, from whoſe bourn no Traveller re- 
de turns. 


&« You have my Conſent to marry the Lady, 
10 (anſwer'd the Queen) but it is much againſt 


„ my Inclination ; and I have Reaſon to fear 


& you will, one Day, repent of the Raſhneſs 
* of the Action.“ 


The Duke was tranſported at this Reply, he 
thanked her in the livelieſt and moſt grateful 
Manner; and was impatient to convey it to 
OY” his 


_ 
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his Miſtreſs's Ears; to whom it gave a Joy, as 
ſenſible as poſſible, and, there being nothing. 
now to oppoſe their Felicity, they were marri- 
ed without any Delay. 


Their Pleaſure laſted for ſome Time vneme- 


| bittered, but, at length, the Duke began to per- 


ceive his faux Pas. The Expences neceſſary in 
ſupporting his Spouſe, according to her Quali- 


ty, were beyond what he was able to defray ; 


for as his Revenues in England, had been ſeiz'd' 
by the Crown, he was become a Charge to the 
Court of Spain; which was tir'd of granting 
him the Subſides he requir'd ſince his Marriage. 
When impatient at the Delay of his Payments, 
and the Neglect ſhewn to. his Demands, he re- 
moved the Scene of Action to France where 
he hoped to find a Change of Fortune for the 
better, and indeed it was neceſlary. 


At Paris he was received with all the Re- 
ſpect due to his Quality, as well as with the Po- 
liteneſs that always diſtinguiſhes the French Na- 
tion; every Thing ſeem'd to ſmile upon him, 
and his Hopes wore the moſt enticing Appear- 
ance ; but his Taſte for Grandeur involv'd him 


in Expences, which brought him conſiderably 


in Debt. Nor did her Grace, who accompa- 
ny'd 
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ny'd him, ſhew much better Qconomy. This, 
perhaps, ſhe look'd upon as her Duty, as ſhe 


had brought him nothing, ſhe did not think ſhe 
had Right to controul his Generoſity, and her 


great Reſpect for him, perſuaded her he was 
the beſt Judge of his own Affairs, as well as his 
having Prudence enough to live within proper 
Bounds. | 


The French Court, proved in the End, the 


common Obſervation on the Nation, that Ci- 
vility is natural to the Soil, and Truth an Exo- 


tic; he returned to Madrid, but indifferently 


ſatisfy'd at his Tour; finding the Gravity and 


Slowneſs of Spain, more certain and more to 


be rely'd on, than the Alacrity and Quickneſs 
of France. 


tis Affairs were ſo much embarraſs'd, by 
tie Profuſion with which he had lived in his 
French Tour, that he was oblig'd to content 
himſelf with any Thing the Count pleaſed to 
give him; for Neceſſity has no Law. 


CHAP. 
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c H A P. VII. 


Ths Duke geis a Regiment, quartered at Bar- 
celona. Affronted by a Miſt, and Quarrels 
with the Vice-r:y of Catalonia. | Laid under 
an Arreſt. Falls violerxtly ill. Retires to 4 
Convent, and dies in very indifferent Circum- 
flances. Some Obſervations on the Promiſes of 
a Court. Rasac, and his Pupil, ſet cut for 

Barcelona. 


FH E Queen received the Dutcheſs, as be- 
| fore, into her Houſhold, while the Duke- 
was ordered to join a Regiment in Catalonia; 
having received the Brevet of a Colonel, with 
a Penſion, which was nothing to boaſt of. 
Though this Situation appear'd but meluncho- 
ly for ſo illuſtrious a Nobleman, he found with- 
in himſelf a ſufficient Delence againſt the worſt 
Attacks of Fate. 


Though he join'd the Characters of the 
Hero and the Philoſopher, Fortune |pared him 
not, ſhe had ſreſh Arrows in Stare, ready to 
follow thoſe already diſcharg'd againſt him. 
5 | He 
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He received an Affront from a Maſk, whom 
he did not know, one Night that he was 
conducting ſome Ladies from a Ball; this 
happen'd in Barcelona where he was in Gar- 
riſon. Having, upon Enquiry, diſcover'd 
this Perſon to be no more than a Valet, in 
the Service of the Marquis of Ris BURGER, 
Governor of Catalonia, and giving Scope to 


the firſt Impulſe of his Paſſion, he can'd him 


ſeverely in Return for his Inſolence. 


The Domeſtic complain'd of this Uſage to 
his Maſter, who negleQed it for ſometime, 


imagining the Duke would have ſent him a 


complimentary Excuſe which he omitted, ei- 
ther not looking on himſelf as obliged to do ſo, - 


or thinking the Fellow would never have the 
Boldneſs to addreſs the Marquis, who, piqu'd 


at his Grace's Proceedings, in two Days af- 
ter ſent him Notice of Arreſt, which he obey- 


ed, and retzed to Mont-loni, and, in a ſhort 
Time, was ordered to quit this. This he abſolute- 


ly refus'd to do without expreſs Orders from 


Court, which he believed would condemn the 
haughty Proceeding of the Governor. But 


how did he find himſelf deceived ! the Marquis 
had Intereſt enough to obtain Orders for the | 
Dukes 
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Duke to retire to the Garriſon, and not re- | 


enter the Town upon any Account, 


This Diſgrace crown'd his Misfortunes ; his 
Philoſophy forſook him, and he was no longer 
Proof againit the Efforts of his malicious 
Stars; he gave himſelf up to a Melancholy that 
prey'd upon his Vitals, and relaps'd into his for- 


mer Diſorder. 


From the Beginning of his Malady the Phy- 


+ + fician look'd upon it to be mortal. Grief and 
Cares had inflam'd his Blood to an inſuperable 


Degree; his laſt Hour approach'd, and he be- 
held it like a \!aa; but Fortune, as if deter- 


min'd to proſecute him even to the Verge of 
Life, pour'd upon him new Griefs. 


During his Sickneſs he was much ſtreightned 


for Want of Money ; and the many Delays 


and Impertinencies his Dutcheſs was oblig'd to 
endure before ſhe could obtain the Payment of 
his Penſion at Court, gave him additional An- 


guiſh. In his Quarters he was remov'd at a 
Diſtance from ſuch Succour as was repeatedly 


eſſential to him. There was a Convent in the 


Neighbourhood, the Religious of which, be- 
jog 
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ing inform'd of his Situation and Condition, 


came to offer their Aſſiſtance. 


e refus'd nothing, and was remov'd to their 
Houſe. They took all imaginable Care of 
him during his Illneſs, which laſted about a 
Month; and this illuſtrio us Nobleman, whoſe 
Birth and Education, and great Abilities, 
might have made him one of the moſt conſide. 
rable Men of his Time, expir'd in a religious 
Houſe, in the Arms of a Body of Friars, 
whoſe Motive of attending on him was Chari- 
ty. His imprudent Marriage compleated his 
Misfortunes, the Foundation of which was 


his Reliance on the Promiſe of the Spaniſh 


Court, of which they are generally ** 
without any View of fulfilling them. 


 & Think on the Fate of this great Man 
6 (continu'd the Dutcheſs) look back on his 


« Adventures, and remember you are in the 
« ſame Country where his Virtues were fo 


« greatly diſregarded ; you know, as yet, but 
little of our Conſtitution, if you look on 
&« Sincerity as a Part of it, While you have 


& no Favours to aſk, the People will laviſh 
Careſſes upon you; but ſhould you become 
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ee 4 Charge to the State, and a Suitor for 


% Employments, to which the Spantards be- 
&« lieve they have the ſole Right, the greateſt 
&« Part of the Gentry, who now prize you as 
& a Friend, will be foremoſt to decry your Me- 
4 rits. The Jcalouſy which they entertain 
& againſt thoſe Strangers, whoſe Deſert re- 
“ commends them to Preferment, is inexpreſ- 
& ſible. 


It is wich Difficulty the Queen can protect 


the Italians, though ſhe is one herſelf. The 


French, who follow'd the King, and behav'd 
ſo gallantly during tlie laſt Wars, have under- 
gone a thouſand Slights. The King was born 
in France, and it were Injuſtice did he not ac- 
knowledge the Obligations he lies under to 


them; notwithſtanding which, it is with Diffi- 


culty he protects them from the Snares that 


are laid for them, and the Infamy with which 


it is endeavour'd to cover them. You do not 
want for good Senſe to teach you how to act 
after the Leſſon I have given you ; and it muſt 
appear plain to you, that all you can gain by 
your Alliance with the Alix c ASTRA Family, 
will be a fruitleſs Dependance upon the Court, 
which muſt end in your Rui, 


Hers 
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Here ſome ſome Buſineſs demanding the 
Preſence of the Dutcheſs, elſewhere, ſhe left 
me to draw ſuch Conſequences from her Diſ- 


courſe as I ſhould think beſt; I ſtruggled hard 


to maſter the Flame that prey'd upon my 
Soul, and my Friend Rasac, who ſcarce 
ever quitted me, ſhar'd in all my Pains ; he 
allow'd the Sacrifice . demanded was great; 
but, in the mean Time, he made me ſenſible 
it was neceſſary to my Duty and Felicity. I 
begg'd it as a Favour that I might be permit- 
ted to write a Letter to MARIA, but he op- 
pos'd it, urging it would ſerve no other End 


but that of feeding my Paſſion, and keeping 


alive, in my Memory, the Idea of a Woman 
TI ought to forget, with whom it was requiſite 


I ſhould openly break off. The more im. 
& poſſible (ſaid he) you make a Reconciliation, 


& the more eaſily you will find the Endeavour 


s at it avoided ; and the Hope of obtaining 


& her Pardon, will only create you new Tor- 
4c ments, and freſh Uneaſineſs.“ 


©« And what muſt ſhe think (return'd I) of 
* ſuch Proceeding * What Idea muſt the form 
cc of me? Will the not have Reaſon to com- 
plain of my Conduct, ſhould I repay ber 
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ce great Affection with ſuch abſolute Ingrati- 
4 tude? © What imports her Praiſe, or her 
« Reproach ? (ſays the Chevalier) ſo you are 
« preſerv'd from the Precipice on whoſe 
« Brink you already ſtand ? Why this Delica- 
e cy to a Woman who would ſeduce you? 
«© How hood-wink'd is your Paſſion ? Are you 
e callous to the Deſpair into which it would 
* throw your good Father, and your whole 
* Family? A Father who loves you ! A Fa. 
« mily to whom you are dear ! You fear the 
* ineffetual Reproaches of your Miſtreſs ! 
* How much more ought you to dread the 
„ Reproaches of the others? To whom are 
“ you more obliged, to her, and her fancy'd 
* Love? or to your tender Father, and your 
„Family? Draw a Parallel, and let Reaſon 


„give the Palm.“ 


Not all my Friends Remonſtrances were 
enough to open my Fyes; and though I was 
far from being inſenſible of their Juſtice, my 
Heart was torn to pieces by my Love for Ma- 
RIA, and my Duty to my Family. 


The Moment I got into my Poſt-chaiſe, the 


Marquis, and my Friend, hurry'd me away 


we took the Road to Barcel;na, intending, at 


E. that 
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that Port, to take Shipping for England. 'The 
Dutcheſs DE ST. BLAss had promis'd, before 
my Departure, that when I was gone ſhe 
would inform Marta that I had been oblig'd 
to ſet out Poſt for France, having receiv*d ſome 
_ Diſpatches, requiring it, by an eſpecial Couri- 
er, who had reported my Father at the Point 
of Death; and the Hope that her Grace 
would keep her, Word, gave me voy great 
Conſolation. 


Neither the Marquis, nor Rasac, left any 
Thing uneilzy'd, during the whole Journey, 
that they tho: ght could divert me; but my 
Wound was too freſh to admit of ſo ſudden a 
Cloſure. The Image of my Charmer was al- 
ways in my Eye, though, by Degrees, | 
gain'd an Infight of my Follies. My Friend 
ſetz'd every Occaſion of improving theſe Di 
poſitions, and he, at leaſt, obtain'd this cove- 
ted end, and that if he did not entirely baniſh 


Love from my Boſom, he re-eſtablith'd Rea- 


ton in the Rule of her Dominion. 
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BOOK II. 


CHAP L 


BeauvaL and Rasac's Arrival at Barcelona. 
The Friendſhip of the Dutcheſs of ST. BLass, 
accounted for by the Marquis DE MonTo- 
RIO. 


WA sãĩ ſomething more tranquil on my Ar- 
rival at Barcelona than, I had been for 
ſometime before. And now the Readineſs 
FE. 2 which 
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which the Dutcheſs DE ST. Br. ass has ſhewn 


for my Intereſt, nay, rather the Officiouſneſs | 


occurring to my Mind, I apply'd to Rasac for 
an Explanation of it, who clear'd it up by tel- 
ling me he had often obſerv'd, that ſhe had 
a Diſtaſte to MARIA, with whom when ſhe 
fear'd my Marriage on ſome private Account, 
ſhe having dropp'd Hints which he had overs 
heard, that ſcem'd to imply it would diſappoint 
ſome Project of her own, otherwiſe my Inte- 
reſt was her ſmalleſt Care. 


The Marquis Dr MoxToRrto, who was 
preſent at this Conference, offer'd to inform 


us what gave riſe to the ſecret Hatred ſubſiſt- 


ing between theſe Ladies. And as we had ne- 
ver heard the Dutcheſs's Memoirs but very 
trifflingly, I laid hold of that Opportunity of 
learning them. 


Perhaps I had not been fo curious in this 
Matter, had ſhe not been fo buſy in the Affair 
between MARIA and me. For though Conſi- 
deration aſſur'd me, ſhe had acted a friendly 
Part with Reſpect to me, and ſuch a one as, 
perhaps, had ſav'd me from Deſtruction, and 
my F amil y from very great Grief, I ſuſpected, 
| from 
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from my little Knowledge of the World, that 
it was either to revenge ſome paſt Affront, or 


forward ſome future Scheme. 


E 3 


CHAP 
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CHAP. II. 


The Dutcheſs's Birth and firſt Intrigue with a 
yeung Colonel, whom ſbe marries. 
timate with the Duke Dr Sr. BLass, and 
makes her Huſband very uneaſy, whom ſbe ac- 
cuſes of Imbecility. Retires to a Convent. 
Obtains a Divorce, and marries the Duke, 
wha ts ſoon after hill'd. 


Osaiinda, Dutcheſs De Sr. Brass, 
(continued he) is Daughter to an Ttali- 
an who was the Queen's Nurſe, with whom 
ſhe came into this Country; her Alliance was 
ſought for by ſeveral conſiderable Families, 


(while ſhe was yet very young) who expected 


by it to ſecure to themſelves the Royal Pro- 
tection. | 


And her perſonal Charms, for you muſt al- 
low that ſhe has ſome Attractions encreaſed the 
Number of the Lovers, as much as her Mo- 
ther's ſuppos'd Intereſt. Among them appear- 
ed Don Ptpro DE SorTo, a Gentleman of 
ſome Figure, who was Colonel of a Regi- 

ment, 
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ment, and reckoned rich. Nor did the young 
Ros Alix DA heſitate in the Choice of her Lo- 
ver, thereby ſhewing that her Judgment was 
not bad. 


Both the Families conſented to unite them, 
as their Inclinations ſeem'd already mutually 
engaged, nor was the Ceremony deferr'd ; for 
the firſt two Years they liv'd contented and 
happy : But this was not to laſt, they were re- 
ſerved to be the Sport and Amuſement of the 
whole Kingdom. Love and Ambition were 
the Cauſe of their Misfortunes. 


The Duke De Sr. "ONO was young, hand- 


ſome, and well made, Rosarinpa ſaw him 
often at Court, his Manners and Addreſs im- 
preſs'd her very deeply, and ſhe found it vain 
to endeavour his Excluſion from her Breaſt. 


It was eaſy for the Duke to read the Heart 


of his neweſt Conqueſt ; he became more at- 


tentive to her Motions, and, in a little Time, 
felt himſelf inſpir'd with a Paſſion irreſiſtible 
as hers. The Huſband ſuſpecting their Inter- 


courſe, bore with Impatience, even the Noti- 


on of his Wife's 'Treachery, and in Order to 
prevent her ſeeing the Duke, had taken it in 
D 4 his 
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his Head to ſend her privately into the Coun. 
try. 


By what Means, I know not, ſhe received 
Intelligence of his Deſign, which determined 
her to break all Meaſures, and riſque every 
Thing for the Duke's Happineſs and her's, 
who was ready and joyfully willing to give her 
every poſſible Aſſiſtance: It was in Conſe- 
quence of this that ſhe ſuddenly retir'd to a 


Convent, and commenc'd a Suit againſt her | 


Huſband, accuſing him of Impotency, and 


demanding a Divorce. 


Judge, but itis impoſſible ! his Grief and 
Rage at this Proceeding, which was augment- 
ed by the Noiſe he plainly perceived it muſt 
muſt make in the World ; he would willingly 


have agreed to any Terms of Reconciliation, 


but ſhe, full of the Notion of wedding the 
Man ſhe lov'd, was deaf to every offer of Ac- 
commodation. 


The Affairs was conteſted ſeveral Months; 
the Relations of Don PEDRO, among whom, 
appeared MARIA D'ALincasTRA, ſupport- 
ing his Intereſt as much as in their Power ; and 
the Family of Ros Alix DA joining with her; 

TE | after 
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after having ſerv'd for the Diverſion of the 


whole Town, and expended a Deal of Money 


to preſerve a Woman who was only happy in 
being loſt, poor Don PepRo was caſt, he was 
condemn'd to repay her Dower, the Marriage 
was ſet aſide, and both Parties left at Liberty 
to wed again whom they pleas'd. 


This Sentence, which the Ambition of his 
Wife had tempted her to ſollicit, cover d Dow 


PEDRO with Shame and Diſhonour, while ſhe, 


exulting in her Victory, was ſoon after pub- 
licly married to the Duke DE ST. BLass, ever 
after preſerving a mortal Antipathy againſt all 
the Perſons who had engag'd themſelves, dur- 


ing the Diſpute, in the Intereſt of her Huſ- 


band, who, diſdaining to live in the World af- 
ter ſuch Diſgrace, the fix'd Object of Ridi- 
cule, was oblig'd, on the Eve of his advan- 
cing in the Service, and, cutting a ſhining Fi- 
gure, to quit all his Pretenſions, and retire to 
a diſtant ſolitary Eſtate, which he had in the 
Country, where he ſtill continues given up to 
Melancholy, and abſtracted from all Society. 


The Duke was not much happier than he, 
for he enjoy'd his Miſtreſs but a very ſhort 
while. In four Months after his Marriage, he 


E 5 went 
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went as 4 Volunteer againſt Oran, againſt the 
Inclinations of his Family, whoſe Fears for 


him made them endeavour to traverſe his De- | 


ſigns, which he fulfilled thro? the Intereſt of 
his Wife, who thus became the innocent Cauſe 
of his Death. 


This Loſs of him ſeems eternally to haunt 
her; and yet, if you'll take my Opinion of 
Her Grief, and I ſhould be ſorry to wrong her, 
there is more of Oſtentation, than real Re- 
gret, in her Affliction. 


Ras Ac took Occaſion from this Story of 
the Marquis De MonTor1o, to make new 
Reflections on the Diſorders riſing from Love; 


had Down PEpRo never felt this Paſſion, what 


innumerable Inconveniencies, what heart-kil- 
ling Cares, had he avoided ? Let not his Fate 
_ eſcape your Memory at any Time, it ought 


to complete your Care, to recollect the many 


Evils you have eſcap'd which muſt have en. 
ſued from your Marriage, ſince by it you muſt 
have loſt the Friendſhip of your Father, been 
exiled from your Country, and forfeited a 
iptendid Inheritance, with no other Certainty, 

than 
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than chat of being liable to a Reverſe, which 


might affect you ſtill more ſenſibly. 


My Friend continu'd to fortify my Heart in 
this Manner againſt the Attacks which were 
made upon it by MART; at length I recover'd 
my Tranquillity, and, in ſix Weeks after, was ſo 
firmly perſuaded of the Friendſhip of his Ad- 
monitions, that no Trace of my Engagement 
remain'd, but being aſham'd and ſorty for it; 
and I again reſolv'd never more to bow to the 
Dominion of Love. 


The Perils that I had eſcap'd, and the Ex- 
amples that daily paſs'd before my Eyes, were, 
I imagin'd, ſufficient to defend me againſt my- 
ſelf, and protect me from its fatal Attacks; 
but all my Projects were ſoon loſt in Air, and 1 
again was caught in the Snares which I had 
fo lately cſcap'd. | Cn, 
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CHAP. III. 


Brauval's intrigues with Madam D Mak1s- 


CHAL, and is ſucceſsful. Her Huſband obli- 


: ged to leave Barcelona. She makes large At- 
tacks upon his Purſe, and Rasac is render d 


very uneaſy, And a new Acquaintance ab- 


| fears, who Undertakes a ſurpriſing Eclairciſe 


ment. 


i 


Y 


E had been now about two Months at | 


Barcelona ; our Delay here fo long, 


was caus'd by the Marquis DE MonTor1o's. 


falling Sick, and we waited for a full Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Health, which was yet very 
weak, to proceed on our Voyage to Italy. 


During our Reſidence here, I often viſited 


Madam DE MARisc AL, a Flemiſh Lady, who 
had married a V alloon Officer; whoſe Houſe 
was frequented by the genteeleſt Company, 
at which it was impolite not to be known. 


I viſited her often with great Satisfaction, her 
Air was engaging, and her Manners eaſy and 
unaffected. Female Virtues were ſo very rare in 
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this Country, that it was impoſſible they ſhould 
not charm me. Here again, the Weakneſs of 
my Conſtitution prevail'd, and, in ſpite of 
all my fine Reſolutions, I was once more 
deeply in Love. She was no ſuch Novice, 
as to be long ignorant of it; ſhe was ſoon 
taught to diſcern it by her own Penetration, 
and believing I was very proper for her Pur- 
poſe, ſhe ſhewed me a thouſand little Diſ- 
tinctions, which rivetted my Fetters, for I was 
very rich, a Qualification neceſſary to every 
Man whom ſhe receiv'd upon the Footing of a 
Lover. = | 


I had not dared as yet to acknowledge my 
Paſſion, but behaved with the moſt diſtant Re- 
ſpect, fearing that ſhe might interpret trifling 
Acts of Politeneſs into impertinent Marks of 
my Paſſion; ſhe, perceiving my Embarraſſment, 
prevented the Advancement of the Affair, not 
caring to loſe Time in uſeleſs Ceremonies, and 
approach'd three Fourths of the Way to meet 

me. | 


I don't know (ſays ſhe to me one Day) to 
what to attribute it, but, upon my Word, 
Count, I begin to wiſh I had never known you; 
I think I heard it ſaid that you are going to 

leave 
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leave us. ſoon; Is it ſo? And do you only wait 
for the Marquis Dx MoxToRto's being able 
to bear the Sea? Well, we ſhall have nothing 
then but the Regret of remembering yon, but 
you'll never beſtow a ſingle Thought upon 8, 
for whom it won't be ſo eaſy to forget you. 
Ah! Madam, anſwer'd I, with an Air that plain- 


ly ſpoke what I felt, I ſhould be the happieſt 


Man in the World, were theſe your real Sen- 
timents ; nothing ſhould have Power to oblige 
me to quit Barcelona, the Univerſe has no Jewel 
which could, in my Eye, be valuable * 
to equal your Eſteem. 


Here La ManiscAL appeared difconcerted, 
and affected ſome Sort of Confuſion. Prithee, 


ſay no more, anſwered ſhe, our Converſation 


has already been too long, and I am ſorry for 
having ſaid ſo much ; I no longer doubted my 
being belov'd, and, taking Courage at her 
| ſeeming Weakneſs, ſwore that I would die ra- 
ther than be forced to forget her, and that [ 
found it would be impoſſible for me to live out 
of her Sight. 


I only begg'd to be afſur'd that my Affection 
was not diſpleaſing to her, and that ſhe would 


permit me to hope. ** not of me (ſays 
thc) 


; 
[1 
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ſhe) at once all that you can; be ſatisfied at 
having ſubdu'd me, and ſpare me the Shame 
of beholding you triumph. Here our Conver- 
ſation was interrupted by Viſitors. From this 
Day forward I gave myſelf up to my Paſſion ; 
my Miſtreſs, who had obtain'd her End, acted 
with great Oeconomy ; a kind Look was ſtu- 
died, at leaſt, two Days before it was given, 
for there was no Fear of her being hurried a. 
way by the Impetuoſity of Paſſion ; her De- 
ſigns were not upon my Heart, but my 
Purſe. 


The firſt Attack ſhe made upon my Pocket, 
was in Favour of her Huſband. She affected 
great Reſervein my Preſence for a Day or two, 
of which I could not avoid aſking the Reaſon. 
She was a good while before I could perfuade 
her to reſolve me, which ſhe only did in Con- 
ſequence of mv repeated Entreaties. At laſt, 
«© my Huſband (ſays ſhe) is ordered to his Re- 
« giment immediately; I expected two have 
„ been paid 103 Piſtoles To-day, which are 
c neceſſary for his Subſiſtence, but I have 
«© been diſappointed, which has embarraſs'd 
« me very much, as it is impoſſible for him to 
* delay, and he is quite at a Loſs for Money.“ 
I laid hold of this Opportunity to offer her what 
ſhe 
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ſhe wanted, and entreated her to make no Ce- 
remony in the Acceptance, affirming nothing 
would give me greater Happineſs, than being 
able to ſerve her in Points more eſſential. She 
was a long whule before ſhe would receive it,and 
told me it gave her more Pain, than I could 
imagine, to lay herſelf under Obligations to a 
Man for whom ſhe could not avoid harbouring 
an Eſteem. Our Conference concluded with 
my paying her 100 Piſtoles, for which ſhe 


forc'd upon me her Note of Hand, and her 


Huſband ſet out the next Day. 
His abſence made the Approaches to his Wife 


very eaſy ; I paſs'd the greater Part of the Day 


at her Houſe, and ſupp'd there every Night; 
the Eaſe and Familiarity with which ſhe re- 
ceiv'd me added Fewel to my Flame, and I 


reſoly'd to make the beſt Uſe of that Liberty 


I enjoy'd, by puſhing Things to the greateſt 
Lengths. I became more aſſiduous than ever, 
and ſwore to her, that, unleſs ſhe granted me 
that Favour which my Conſtancy and Fidelity 
deſerv'd, Life had no longer any Charm. She 
had been us'd to theſe Sort of Attacks, and 
| was no Stranger to the Art of yielding with 


| Addreſs ; her Reſiſtance was but weak, and 
ſuch as I could not help attributing to my own. 


Ahilties 
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Abilities and her Love; her Reſiſtance was only 
to ſave Appearances, and as I was ignorant of 
this Part of her CharaQter, which I ſoon after 
learned, I eſtem'd — the happieſt Man in 
the World. 


After this firſt Step, we us'd but very little 
Ceremony; the Abſence of her Huſband gave 


us Leiſure to enjoy ourſelves every Hour that 


was unengag'd, we made the beſt Uſe of, and 
dedicated in the 'Temple of Pleafure ; but m- 
deed I bought theſe Moments very dear, few 
Days paſſing over my Head without my mak- 


ing her ſome very conſiderable Preſent ; of 


theſe, a Watch, a Gold Snuff-Box, and a Dia- 
mond Ring, were not the leaſt valuable. 


Ras Ac, tho? he found conſiderable Defici- 
encies in my Purſe, and ſaw very plainly the 
Occaſion of them, had not paid much Atten- 
tion to my Liking to MARISscAL. As here 
was no Opportunity of my making ſuch irrepa- 
rable Miſtakes by a diſhonourable Marriage, as 


I had before ran the Hazard of, he had Com- 
plaiſance enough hitherto to be ſilent ; but, 
when he ſaw how inconſiderately I proceeded, 

he imagin'd it high Time to prevent me from 


_ longer a Dupe to hu Woman, who had 
- w d 


go Mruoras J the 


reduc'd me extremely, by the Expences into 
which ſhe had run me. 


He had convincing Proofs of her mercenary 
Guilt, ready to produce upon Occaſion, to her 
laſt Adventure, which had made a very great 
Noiſe in Barcelona, where I was yet a Stranger. 


He was ſatisfied, that, hearing it from a third 
Perſon who might be thought quite indifferent, 
would have a much better effect upon me than 
his relating it. As I might imagine him preju- 
dic'd, he pitch'd upon an Officer of Dragoons, 
with whom I had contracted ſome Intimacy; 
to do me this Piece of Service, the following 
was the Day appointed for it, the Captain was 
engag'd to dine with us, and was exact to his 


Hour. 


The Marquis De Moxrokio, who was 
now pretty well recover'd favour'd us with his 
Company at Table; the Ladies were the Topic 
of our Converſation, while we finiſh'd the De- 
ſert, and many a ſcandalous Story was related; 
among others, the Marquis by Chance, dropp'd 


the Name of MAartscar. Stop there (ſays the 


Officer) don't want a Quarrel with any Per- 
ſon, 


| 
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ſon, I have nothing to fay to the Lady, my 
great Reſpect for the Count prevents it, and 


| | ſhould not wiſh to have him my Fnemv. 


[ am certain, anſwered the Marquis, that he 
is too good humour'd to take amiſs what 
he's not in the leaſt concerned about ; beſides, 
if he was, he has too much Politeneſs to pre- 
vent our hearing the Adventures of the Lady, 
as they may contribute to amuſe us. I have 
heard ſome Stories before of her, which haze 
been pretty diverting, and I dare ſay, this w Wil 
prove ſufficiently ſo 3 nor will the Count, 


though ſhe may be his _—_ take amifs 


the Recital. 


This Diſcourſe raiſed my Curioſity, it is a 
Foible natural to Lovers, and, as I did not ima- 
gine they either would, or could ſay any thing to 
hurt my Delicacy, L. was.one of the firſt and 
moſt preſſing for the Story upon the Officer, 
begging that he would explain himfelf without 
any Conſtraint, at the ſaine Time affecting an 
Air of careleſs Indifference for all I could poſſi- 
bly hear. 


| Nay, ſays the Offcer, ſince you preſs me to 


it, it's impoſſible to reſiſt ; Il! give you the 
exact Narration of what happened between 
Madam 
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Madam La MaRIScAL and Lord N— nx 
and G v, for her Adventures and his are 
ſo linked, they cannot be ſeparated, the Inci- 
dents of one following neceſſarily from the 
other. 
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Miſs VANDERLINE bred under her Aunt. 


Lord N and G——v falls in love with 
her, and his odd Method of winning her. She 
proves with Child. Marries a W ALLOON. 
Aſſumes the Name of MaRESCAL, and 
ſets out for Spain with my Lord, Ex. 
amoured of ARNAUD, and openly a:know- 


ledges it. A dangerous Rencounter. My 


Lord dies. She makes @a Dupe of an old 
Judge. Her Story concluded. Ras ac's Ob- 
ſervations on it. BEAUVAL's Folly diſcover- 


ed. The Officer's generous Reſolutian. They 
arrive at Genoa. 


"TATHERINE VANDERLINE, at preſent the 
Wife of Monſieur MARISscHAL, was 


bred up in Bruſſels, where ſhe was born, under 
the Care of a good old Aunt, whoſe juvenile 
Occupation had been the Sale of thoſe Charms 
with which Nature had adorned her to the 
higheſt Bidder ; a Diſpoſition with which the 
inſpired her Niece, to whoſe Conſtitution and 


Inclina- 
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Inclinations it was not much averle ; and ſhe 
was from the Beginning taught that the richeſt 
was the moſt eſtimable Lover. 


I confeſs to you, though I was prepared for 
whatever the Captain ſhould ſay, this Prelude 
ſomewhat diſconcerted me ; however, after a 
Moment's Pauſe, I reſolved not to make my- 
ſelf the Jeſt of the Company, but to attend, 


without Interruption, to the Remainder of his 


Story. 


ILA VaNDERLINE (continued he) knew how 
to make the beſt Uſe of her Aunt's Inſtructions; 
ſhe had Variety of Lovers; and as the was 
perfectly Miſtreſs of Diſſimulation, had the Art 


of coquetting with them all, and perſuading 


each that he was her Favourite, without any 
one fearing the Preference of another, or even 
imagining that he had a Rival. Thoſe rare Ta- 
lents were not ſo profitable to her younger Years 


7 * 


as might have been expected; her Admirers 


were none of them of ſufficient Rank to make 
her a brilliant Fortune; and while ſhe admitted 
their Addreſſes, partly to fleece them, and 


partly to paſs away the Time, ſne was al- 
ways upon the Watch for thoſe who might be 


more 
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more advantageous; Fortune was at length 


kind to her Deſires, and thre one in her Way, 
on whom ſhe built great Hopes. 


The Lord Nn and G y ſaw her as 
he paſs'd through Flanders, and lik'd her; he 
did not amuſe himſelf with fſighing and whi- 
ning, but chink'd his Purſe, and made his Gui- 
neas ſpeak for the Sincerity of his Heart. V an- 
DERLINE was charm'd with the Sweetneſs of 
the Language, She found it capable of inſpir- 


ing with the pureſt Sentiments, and the moſt 


tender Senſations ; ſhe had an Opportunity of 
putting in Practice every Art of which ſhe was 
Miſtreſs, and gave ſeveral terrible Shocks to 
his Lordſhip's Purſe ; that he did not trifle in 
his Intrigues, and endeavour to make the moſt 
of his Money, appear'd in her being big with 
Child. _ 


This threw their Affairs into ſome Diſorder, 
and the only Expedient for recovering them 
was to marry her off, as ſhe thereby preſerv'd 


her Character; he join'd, to what ſhe already 
 Poſſeſs'd, a very conſiderable Sum of Money, 


and match'd her to a Fleming, who, though he 
was kept ignorant of her Contumely, and, at 
any Time, would have preferr'd Gold to con- 
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jugal AﬀeQion, would nevertheleſs have eaſily 
overlook'd the Loſs of her Chaſtity. 


Soon after this Marriage my Lord was o- 
blig'd to ſet out for Spain, and propos'd to her 
Huſband a Journey with him thither, not be- 
ing able entirely to reſign his Miſtreſs, as an 
Inducement thereto, promiſing to procure him 
an Employment, he accepted of the Offer, and 
they ſtaid not long after his Lordſhip. 


Soon after their ſettling in this Town, where 


my Lord remain'd for ſome Time, ſhe con- 
trated an Intimacy with Captain AxNAup, 
belonging to our Regiment. This Intimacy was 
not at all pleaſing to his Lordſhip, who infiſt- 
ed upon her dropping it, to which ſhe agreed, 
and the Moment he was gone broke her 


Word. His I. ordthip diſcover'd this, and re- 


peated the Charge, which ſhe again promis'd 
to obey, and did it with as much Exactneſs as 
before. 


On this he had Recourſe to her Huſband, whom 
he thought itcaſy to attach to his Intereſt by ſome 
timelyPreſents beyond what he uſually gavehim. 
MARESCAL was no Stranger to his Wite's Con- 
duct, but the Sweets of Profit had ſeal'd up his 
Eyes, 
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Eyes, and, finding they were upon the 
Point of loſing my Lord, in whoſe Place 
his Wife had ſubſtituted a young Fel- 
low, who had neither Wit nor Addreſs to out- 
weigh his Lordſhip's Guineas, reſolv'd to uſe 
the Authority which Marriage had given him, 
in driving ARNAuD from her Preſence; for 
the firſt Time in her Life ſhe was ſenſibly 
touch'd, and without regarding any Forms, 
refus d to ſubmit either to the Threats or En- 
treaties of her Huſband. 


The Breach betwixt them became very 
wide, and he, being wound up to a very great 


Pitch of Anger, gave her a Box on the Ear; 


on which ſhe ſnatch'd a Piſtol that chanc'd to 
be in the Chamber, and diſcharg'd it at her 
Huſband without doing any Miſchief. The 
Noiſe alarm'd the Neighbourhood, and the 
Story ſoon became a Town-talk, nor was my 
Lord long unacquainted with every Particular 
of their Proceedings, which determin'd him 
to quit the Intrigue, beginning now to grow 


weary of it, more eſpecially as there was no 
Dependence on the Heart of his Miſtreſs. 


This determin'd M ARISCHAL to demand of 


my Lord the fulfilling his Promiſe, and the pro- 
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curing him a proper Proviſion; but this was 

uo longer the Object of his Lordſhip's Inten- 
tions, ſince he had entirely broken off with the 


_ _MariscHaAr, piqu'd at his Indifference, 
ſoon made up the Quarrel with her, and 
. they mutually agreed to demand of him the 
Reimburſement of thoſe Expences they had 
been at in their Journey, producing Letters in 
Support of their Pretenſions under his om 
Hand, wherein he order'd them to come to 
Spain, directing their Route, and promiſing 
to take Care of their Fortunes. The Affair 
was brought before the Marquis of Risbaurg, 
Governor of Catalonia, who would willingly 
have prevented it from being canvaſs'd, and | 
propos'd to his Lordſhip to give them ſome- | 
thing by Way of accommodating the Matter 
amicably. This, as he had been extremely 
irritated, he firmly refus'd, nor would he 
hearken to any Terms of Agreement; how- ' 
ever MARISCHAL purſu'd his Point, and the 

Governor, not being able to avoid giving Judg- | 
ment againſt him, order'd his Lordſhip to pay 
them 500 Piſtoles, his own Letters being al- 
low'd as ſtrong Teſtimonies againſt him. 
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He paid the Money becauſe he could not 
help it, but his Reſentment againſt the Mar- 
quis Dx RisBOURG, on Account of a Deciſi- 
on which he could not pardon, determin'd him 
to ſtay no longer at Barcelna. This caus'd 
him to ſet out for France at a 'Time when his 
Health was very much impair'd, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Remonſtrances that could be 


made to diſſuade him from it. The ſecret 
Contempt he had conceiv'd againſt the Mar- 
quis, and his Impatience at the Sight of MAa- 


RISCHAL, oblig'd him, at all Hazards, to the 
Journey. But he had Reaſon to repent his 
not accepting Advice, for he fell dangeroufly 


ill on the Road, and, though great Care was 


taken of his Health, it was with Difficulty he 
got the better of it. On his Reeovery he re- 
turn'd to Spaie ; but the Fatigue having in- 
commoded him extremely, he relaps'd, and 
linger*d but a very ſhort Time; nor, when he 
died, were his Phyſicians who attended him 
able to determine what had been his Diſorder. 


The Lady receiv'd the News of his Death 


without being much mov'd, for, though ſhe had 

been the principal Cauſe of it, ſhe did not believe 
herſelf oblig d to be afflifted. By this Time ſhe 

was tir'd of Axx Aub, her Heart was not 
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formed for Conſtancy, and a Lover, who had 


nothing to recommend him but being barely 


amiable, was not to her Taſte. 


As her Commerce with Lord N——H and 
Gx had been publiſhed in this place very lit- 
de to her Advantage, ſhe quitted it for Madrid, 


_ where an old Judge fell a Victim to her Charms, 
through whoſe Intereſt ſhe provided for her 


Huſband. This debiltated Lover proved an 


excellent Dupe, ſhe drained him of a great 
Number of Piſtoles, and he had given her till 


more, had not Death made free with the old 
Gentleman, and carried him out of this World. 


It is about ſix Months ſince ſhe returned hi- 


ther, and, as ſhe is an amiable Woman, per- 
fealy Miſtreſs of the Agreeable, her Houſe is 
the Rendezvous of Love, Play, or good Com- 
pany, of which you will . find (there) 
rich Crops. 


This Hiſtory aſtoniſhed me ſo that I remain- 
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ed amazed and confounded while the Captain 


continued it. Ras Ac, who, with infinite 


ſure, ſaw the Effect it had upon me, waited to 


hear what Reflections I ſhould make on my 
hundred Piſtoles, Watch, Ring, and Snuff-EBor, 


which I muſt have 3 ſuch certzau Gua- 


ranties 
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ranties of her Heart; but I kept a ſtri& Silence, 
and my Time was divided between comparing 


what I had juſt heard with the ConduQ ſhe ob- 
ſerved in Reſpe& of me, the Reſult of which 
was my being ſatisfied that I had been once a- 
gain a Fool to the Sex. 


Ile aſk'd me, ſmiling © If is was not my 
« Opinion, that a Man, who fell into the 
* Hands of ſuch a Woman, ought not to trem- 


ble for Fear of being left pennyleſs? And be 


«© thankful to Providence if he eſcap'd with 


&« loſing only three or four hundred Piſtoles? 
| You are merry in a wrong Time (faid I) for if 


You had contrived to give me this Information 
before, ſhe ſhould never have had my Ring; 1 
had kept my Watch, my Gold Snuff-Box, and 
the hundred Piſtoles that I lent — 


% How! (obſerved Rasac) have you given 
& her theſe Trifles ? What could you think of 
* her? Do you imagine your Allowance, or 
« your Father's Wealth, can ſupport ſuch Ex- 


* pence? You, perhaps, intended to re- 


turn ſoon to France, and, at this Rate, you 
* muſt whether you will or no. But what Idea, 
tell me truly, had you of her? You cannot 
6 imagine, dear Count, that a Woman capa- 
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e ble of true Love, either could, or would, ac- 
cept ſo conſiderable a Preſent ; Faith, I can. 
< not ſee how a Man of your good Senſe could 
«© have been ſo taken in. 


Well (replied I) let us forget the paſt, and 


* endeavour to do better for the future, what 
«© Regret I may have at the Loſs of my Mo- 
« ney, I' ſhall be compenſated for it, and judge 
„it well laid out if it protacts me from the 
«« Snares that may hereafter be laid in my Way 
de by Women of her Caſt. 


« What! (ſaid the Captain) you are « kind; in- 
*« deed to fit down contentedly after being 
« chous'd out of ſuch conſiderable Moveables; 
ic but you muſt not ſubmit to be her Bubble, 
«« you muſt have your Money again, there is 
* nothing eaſier than the Means, you have a 
« Right to ſeize on ſuch of her Effects as you 
6 pleaſe, nay all of them if you will.“ 


Permit me (anſwer'd I) to decline ſubſcrib- 
oy ing to your Advice, though I really hold her 
« in the higheſt Contempt, I repent not at the 


2 ' Preſent I gave her as they were my own un- 


in'd Gifts. It is my Buſineſs to know 


«© beſt how far I have been her * I 
66 ve 
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6 ww it is I am to feel i it, but there wands 
« be a ſorry Avarice, a mean CEconomy, in 
« offering to re-demand them. Your Reaſon- 
« ing (replied Rasac) is right, Generoſity ab- 
« hors the Action, becauſe you ought to have 
« known their Value before you parted with 
« them ; and for this Reaſon a Man of Senſe, 
« jf he promiſe a Thing, will, by no Means, diſ- 


4 penſewith himfelf the fulfilling that Promiſe, 


« no! not upon any Account whatſoever, be- 
% cauſe thought always ought to precede Ac- 
« tion. He fails, who, in his Word, fails in 
« the Regard due to himſelf ; nor is it, at any 
© Rate, excuſable, except the Engagement 
* ſhould appear to be criminal. 


« Fine Morality, Faith (ſays the young Cap» 
« tain) but, for my Part, I think it a little too 
«© heroical ; if it was my Caſe, I ſhould make no 
“ Scruple of recovering my Money and Pre- 
i ſents, I ſhould look upon it I had as much 
« Right to take them wherever I could find 
& them, as if I had been robb'd of them; if L 
© gave them to a Woman that was to be re- 


« tamed, it ſhould be conditionally that ſhe re- 
* mained true to me, at leaſt as long as I be- 


_ © lieved ſhe did. If ſhe receded from this, the 


1 Contract ſhould be null, and the Obligation 
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« no longer of Force; I ſhould look upon her 
“as the Parliament of England do upon their 
“ King, he is their Maſter while he protects, 
* and don't infringe, their Immunities; Iam 
her Subject ſo long as ſhe continues faithful 


&' to the Laws of Love.“ 


. The Compariſon made me laugh, and, tho' 
I was ſomething vexed at having been ſuch a 
| Blackhead, the Light, in which the Officer 
ſeemed to hold my refuſing to endeavour reco- 
vering my Preſents diverted me. 


Rasac was well ſatisfy'd to find there needed 
no farther Arguments to diſſuade me from vi- 
ſiting Mariscnar. The Marquis having con- 
quered the Virulence of his Diſorder, we em. 
barked, not many Days after for Genoa. 


The Wind was pretty favourable, and in for- 


ty- eight Hours we found ourſelves near the high 


Land of Antibes ; but, the Weather changing 
to dark and miſty, we put into the Port of Gour- 
Jean for a couple of Days, which is about two 
Leagues from Lane. When the Wind, veer- 
ing again in our Favour, and the Clouds flying 
off, we made Gema in one Day. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


They arrive at Genoa, The melancholy Story of 
| young Count Ax TON O D'AUVERGNI and 
SERAPHIN \. Es 


H E next t Day, after my Arrival here, I 
delivered, to the Senator Qu acL1a, 
Letiers of Recommendation, which had been 
given me at Paris by the Envoy of the Repub- 
lic. He receiv'd me with great Friendſhip and 
Politeneſs, deſired I would command him with- 


out Ceremony, and nothing would pleaſe him 


better than convincing me of his Readineſs to 


ſerve me. 


The Narquis DE MonToR10 introduc'd me 
to a Number of Acquaintances, and there were 


not ſome ilight Knowledge in a aca 


An Accident happened during our Stay here, 


which is well worth relating, though the Cir- 
cumſtances were very melancholy. The young 


F 5 Count 


106 MzMuelxs of the 


Count AnToxto D'AuvzRGNI, Son to a 
principal Senator, fell in Love with Ser a- 
PHINA, a Girl in the Suburbs, who was on- 
ly a Fiſherman's Daughter. The firſt Time 
he faw her, was one Evening as he took a 
Walk ont of the Town, and his Heart felt im- 
mediately the Power of her Charms. 


He found out her Name, Reſidence, and 
Birth, they were no Palliatives to his Paſſion, 
for he could not live without her, and all his 
Study was to inſpire her with an equal Warmth. 
He retained Spies who watched every Step that 
me took, who enabled him often to meet and 
converſe with her on indifferent 'Things, ſhew- 
ing her a thouſand little Civilities, which ſhe 
at firſt attributed to the Effe& of Chance, but 
a conſtant Repetition of them opened her Eyes, 
and ſhe found that the young Nobleman loved 
her. | | | 


| She kriew fo well the very great Diſtance 
which Heaven had placed them at, that ſhe 
trembled at its Progreſs, and reſolved as her 
Honour depended on it, to ſtifle the Paſſion in 
its Birth, whoſe Conſequences might be fatally 
unfortunate. She returned all his * 
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with extreme Coldneſs, and carefully ſhunned 
every Place wherein ſhe imagined he was to be 
met. : 


| 

His Paſſion grew daily more violent, and het 
_ avoiding overwhelm'd him with the moſt heavy 

Melancholy; being unable longer to bear it, he 

| reſolved, the firſt Opportunity that offered, to 

declare his Paſſion, and waited for one with the 
greateſt Impatience. 


' In the mean Time SERAPHINA was ſo .- 
very circumſpet, that the amorous Count 
had no other Conſolation but that of ſeeing 
| her in the Street, wherein ſhe ſeemed not to 
|! obſerve him, and declined giving him the ſmall- 


| eſt Room to ſpeak to her. This ſet him on 
ſeeking new Ways to facilitate the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Deſigns, for which Purpoſe he made 


an Acquaintance with a Shoemaker's Wife in 
 _ the Neighbourhood, promiſing to make her 
Fortune provided ſhe would ſometimes procure 
dim an Interview with her. She promiſed 
faithfully ſhe would, and the Dependance ſhe 
had on the Count's great Generoſiy, who 
| gave her ten Ducats as a Specimen of it, in- 
| fluenced her ſo greatly, that ſhe was encou- 
\ TFaged to undertake'any thing. 
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The Commiſſion ſhe had undertaken was 
a delicate one. SERAPHINA's Senſe, if poſ- 
ſible, exceeded her Beauty, and, though 
born in a Degree of Life where no Senti- 
ments were to be derived from Education, 
Heaven had endowed her with Virtue, Proof 
againſt the ſtrongeſt Temptation of Riches. 
However, the ingenious Confident managed 
Matters extremely well, ſhe ſucceeded in her 
Project, and informed the Count at what 


Hour he might meet SkRATHñINA in her 
Houſe. 


The anxious Lover haſtened thither at the 


ſage Time under the Pretext of giving 
ſome Directions to the Shoemaker, who be- 
ing, as the Wife told him, abſent only in the 
| Neighbourhood, was expected in every In- 
ant, and intreated him to reſt himſelf. The 
Count accepted the Invitation, went into 
the little Parlour, the Confident following 
as if quite innocent of any thing that was to 


happen. 


' SERAPHINA bluſhed the Moment of his En- 
try, while the Confuſion and Satisfaction of the 


Count 
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Count prevented him ſpeaking; but, knowing 
theſe Moments were too precious to be waſted, 
he made an Effort to begin, and, after ſome 
indifferent Diſcourſe, of which the Shoemaker's 


Wife was Witneſs, tlie good Woman made 


ſome Excuſe to go into the Shop, when the 
Marquis, approaching his Miſtreſs, trembling, 
ſaid, Lovely SERAPHINA, you, cannot be 
ignorant that I love you, nay, I find it will 
e be impoſſible for me to live without you, 
you cannot be ignorant of it, I know you 
« cannot; yet my Inclination to ſerve you has 
« been paid with redoubled Indifference, and 
« you have endeavour'd every where to ſhun 
© and deprive me of the little, the only Plea- 
&« ſure I enjoy, in ſeeing you. 


. All that Honour and Duty require of me 
& (anſwer'd SERAPHINA, having better'd her 
« Surprize) muſt be comply*d with. Let me 
“ intreat you to ſtifle a Paſſion in its Birth, 
e which you can never hope to gratify, ſince 


« not the World's Wealth ſhould tempt me to 


&« diſparage my Virtue, and you will oblige me 
in forgetting me. Conſider how diſpropor- 
4c tionably we are ſettled in Life! I am the 


Child of a poor induſtrious Fiſherman, you 


& are the Sou of a wealthy and noble Senator 
5 « What 
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«© What Connections can there be between us 


« wherein my Reputation will not be ble. 
« mith'd ? Ceaſe then a Purſuit, my Lord, 
© which can only be term'd Abuſe. | 


« You accuſe me wrongfully, charming 


« Girl (replied he) if you think I dar'd to en- 


courage a thought that might injure you. 
«© My Love for you is great, ſo is my Eſteem ; 
„ vill leave nothing, that you require un- 
« done to convince you of it, and it is in vain 


« that Fate has ſet us at ſuch a Diſtance, for 


it ſhall not divide us; Wealth, Honour Dig- 
4 nity and Grandeur, I would ſacrifice to my 
«© Paſſion for you, nor ſhall they I our 
Union. | 


«#3 aſſure you, that, if you accept my Af. 
22 feQions, my Hand ſhall be your Recom- 
«« penſe. Will you not be ſorry (anſwer d ſhe) 


6 for having made fo unequal a Match? And 


« don't you imagine, that, when Enjoyment 
takes the Bandage from your Eyes, you will 
“ repent loving; I ſhall be myſelf miſerable, 
? unleſs we. mutually endeavour to conquer a 


* Paſſion which cannot but be prejudicial to us 
« both. 


cc _ 
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« Fear not (ſaid the Count) that you will 
« ever be baniſh'd from my Heart, where 
« your Image is grav'd beyond Eraſement. It 
« is now three Months ſince I firſt ſaw you, 


and my Love has increas'd gradually with 


© the Time. Your Indifference and Diſdain 
% have added freſh Fuel to it, ſo that, in de- 
« priving me of Hope, you devote me to the 
« Arms of Death ; therefore I conjure you, by 
« all that's dear to you, pity my Situation. 
« Why ſhould you fear the Diſtance and Dif- 
« proportion of Birth ? Since, for you, I am 
*« ready to o'erleap all Bounds.” Here our 


_ Converſation was interrupted by the Return of 


the Shoemaker's Wife, who very juſtly fear'd 
that her long Delay might give SERAPHINA 
Tome Room to ſuſpect; the Shoemaker was 


ſuppos d to have return'd, and the Count went 


off much more in Love than before. 


« Prithee (ſays the Woman to SERAPHINA 
«© after the Count was gone) what has been 
u the Subject of your Diſcourſe? Whence 
« this Melancholy? I am ſure I know but very 
« little of the young Gentleman who juſt now 


« went out, if it is in his Power to ſay anything 


« that 
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that could be diſagreeable to vou. Str ayAat- | 


| c Na, Who look'd upon this Woman as her 1 
1 4 Boſom Friend, could conceal no Part of her he 
« Vexation from her in her preſent Agitation, * 
& but related the whole Converſation that ſhe Wo 
& had with the Count. And ſo (ſays the good | Tha 
& Woman) you won't accept his Offers, won't | 
«© you? It is the Price of your Beauty, Child, 3 
„ and why ſhould you loſe your Proſpectef » po 
4 fine Fortune through a ridiculous Fear? "_ 
« you are not the firſt honeſt Tradeſman's 1 ev 
Daughter that has been married. to a Man of | At 3 


«© Quality, and I don't doubt but you merit © 
«© happy a Situation in Life as well as the beſt. | 
«© Take my Advice, be cautious, don't reje& 


« the Offer.” | T 

| on N 
Theſe Words, pronounc'd with ſeeming Sin- 2 . 

cerity by a Friend, join'd to ſome ſecret Emo- cure 

tions which the amiable Figure of Ax TON] Mit 

had produc'd in her Heart, were the firſt | 

Sparks that light her Flame. She could not re- 2 


ſift the Idea of that Grandeur ſhe ſhould enjoy 

wedded to one of the firſt Lords of the R- * 

public, the Oppoſition of whoſe Father and | 
Family, ſhe perſwaded herſelf, were Difficul- 
ties not inſurmountable. 


I 


_ 
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It was in this Hope that ſhe conſented to meet 
the Count again in the ſame Place, News that 
was carried to him very eagerly, for which not 
Words, but a ſplendid Recompence, ſpoke his 
Thanks; and fo great was the Eſteem which 
grew upon him from tacir frequent Converſa- 
tion, that he was ſoon determin'd to fultil the 
Promiſe, which he had been actuated to make 
by Love. SERAPHINA, far from being inſen- 


ſible to ſuch generous Sentiments, repaid his 


Attachment with the fincereſt Affection poſ- 
fible. ; 


The Count, unable longer to defer a Union 
on which depended his Felicity, having taken 
proper Precautions to conceal it from the Know- 
ledge of his Family and the Republic, and ſe- 
cur'd a Prieſt by a good Bribe, was join'd to his 
Miſtreſs in Wedlock. | His Lot ſeem'd now 
more happy than if he had married a Woman 
with a very large Fortune, to which he 
reckon'd the Virtues of his Wife adequate. 


Content in the Poſſeſſion of ſo ineſtimable a a 
Jewel, he had no Inquietude but that of keep- 
ng the Secret from his Father: For eighteen 
Months he enjoy'd a perfect Tranquility, viſit- 

| | ing 
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ing his dear Miſtreſs every Day, and ſtill believ- 
ing the laſt was the firſt. Neither Poſſeſſion, 
nor the Liberties of Marriage, had diminiſh'd 
his Tenderneſs, nor had the Right of the Huſ- 
band worn off the Edge of the Lover. But an 
ugly Reverſe of Fortune happen'd at a Time 
when they almoſt imagin'd they had nothing to 


They had heretofore propoſed to him ſeve- 

ral advantageous Matches, all which he had 
| been cunning enough to find Pretexts for re- 
fuſing, till one Day his Father mentioned to 
him, and that very ſeriouſly, a Woman of 
very large fortune and illuſtrious Family, with 


whom he could match him, and preſs'd him 


not to negle& an opportunity of fettling, 


which if not, accepted, was not to ** 


for again. 


The Count anſwer's, he was too young to 


think of the Plagues' of Houſe-keeping ; be- 


ſides he could not poſſibly confine himſelf to 


one Woman's Humours nor would he eſpouſe 
any one till he was certain he could like her. 
His Father ſtrove in vain to conquer this Teſti- 


neſs ; he repreſented the eſſential Neceſſity of 
1t to the Good of his Family, and the Cruelty 


of 
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of an only Son's refuſing the Conſolation of 


letting him ſee him ſettled before his Death. 


The Conſtancy with which AnToNn10 re- 
ſiſted the tender Perſuaſions of his Father gave 


Room to ſuſpeQ him otherwiſe attach'd than 
what was known, ſince no other Reaſon could 
be given to his Averſion for Matrimony. 


Of this he determin'd to be ſatisfied, and 
coammiſſion'd ſeveral People to watch all his 


Haunts. Tt is to be obſerv'd, that, when' the - 


Count had married SERAPHINA, he had taken 
her Father from the Buſineſs of the Fiſhery, 


and appointed him Apartments in a little Houſe | 


which he had taken for her, in a remote Part 


of the Town, where he ſpent all the Time that 
he. could ſpare from his Father, to whom he 
gave no more of it than what Reaſon and his 


own Welfare demanded. Thoſe who were 
employ'd as Spies upon his Conduct, ſoon 
found with what Aſſiduity he attended this 
| Houſe; and, having been inform'd, upon En- 


quiry, that it was inhabited by the Daughter 
of a poor Fiſherman, who had liv'd there above 
2 Year, they carried an exact Account of their 


Diſcovery to the Count, 
The 


- — — 
. — 
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'The old Gentleman no longer doubted of- 


his Son's being in Love, and, after having had 
him dog'd ſeveral 'Vimes, to fix the Certainty 


beyond a Doubt, he determin'd to carry off the 


Object of his Paſſion by Force, and lodge her 
in a Convent fo very privately, that ſhe ſhould 
not know from what Quarter the Blow came, 
not doubting but he would eaſily forget her 


when depriv'd of a Poſſibility of correſponding. 


with her. 


Meaſures were taken with infinite Precau- 
tion for Fear of a Diſcovery, and this unhappy 
Woman, walking with her Father in the Cool 
of the Evening, near the Sea-Side without the 
Town, was ſaddenly fciz'd upon, muffled up, 
and carried off by four Men on Horſeback, who, 


ſetting Spurs to their Horſes, made up the 


Country as quick as Lightning. 


It was in vain for the poor Father to cry out 


for Aſſiſtance, there were no Perſons near at 
Hand to oppoſe the Violence, and he had no 
Remedy but Tears. In the firſt Workings of 


his Grief he would have _ himſelf into the 


Sea, 
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| Sea, if the Hopes of the Count's protect- 
ing and recovering her had not prevented 
him. 


1 y_ -- 
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The Story of the young Count D'AuverGN1 and 
SERAPHINA continu'd and ended. 


ſand Imprecations did he vent on the Villains 
who contriv'd it. He ſometimes ſuppos'd it to 
be a conceal'd Rival, for he was certain ſhe 
was not in the leaſt privy to it, and he never 
ſuſpected that his Family had diſcover'd his At- 
tachment. „ 


ON Ax rox io's Madneſs, on receiving 


Search was every where made, but in vain, 


ſhe was not to be found. His Grief was inex- 


preſſible, and his Deſpair for the Loſs of her, 
reduc'd him to the laſt Extremity. His Father, 


who felt for his Situation, dreaded the Effects 
of a Paſſion ſo very violent, that it ſeem'd al- 


moſt impoſſible to be extinguiſh'd ; his Vexa- 


tion threw him into a violent Fever, and he was 


in the moſt imminent Danger of Death, when 


an old Servant, who attended him from his 
| Youth, throwing himſelf one Morning at his 
Feet, 


this News, was inconceivable, a thou- 


Count Du Bravvar. 119 


Feet, ſpoke his great Sorrow for the Condition 
in which he ſaw him, and aſſur'd him. unleſs 
he aſſiſted to retrieve him from it as much as in 
his Power, he imagin'd he deſerv'd infinite 
Reproach. Sir {ſays he) I am not at all igno- 
rant of what occaſions your Malady, I know 
you have loſt a Miſtreſs, and, if you imagine 
that will cure you, perhaps I can put vou in a 


Way of finding her. 


How, replied the Count, canſt thou, Do- 
MINI, inform me of my SrRAPHINA? Oh? 
teach me then, for Heaven's Sake, where ſhe 


is to be found; if its true that you have lov'd 


me from my tender Infancy, bleſs me with the 


| Reſtoration of a Jewel more precious than 


Life ; reſtore me to the lovely Girl, who is a 


hundred Times dearer to me than myſelf. Alas! 
Dir (fays Dominic) I can't pretend to give you 


direct Information where ſhe is, that Know- 
ledge lies in the Breaſt of your Father, who 
caus'd her to be carried off. I aſſiſted in this 
Affair as a Servant, and there were three others 
engag d along with me; we carried her about 
two Leagues off, where we deliver d her to the 
Care of four other Perſons, who ſaid they were 
to conduct her to a Monaſtery of Ur ſulines. 


This 
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This threw the Count into a prodigious Con- 


ſternation, of which the Effects would have 


been very fatal, had not his Father been the 
Cauſe; but, in this Caſe, he only had Recourſe 
to Sighs and Tears. It being impoſſible for 
him to quit his Bed, as he was very weak, he 
ſent to entreat his Father to come to him, and, 
the Moment he enter'd his Chamber, the 
Count cried out, while his Eyes ſwam with 
with Grief, dear Sir, raiſe me from my Miſe- 
ry, reſtore to me her without whom I cannot 
live, and, as you gave me Being, make not 
that Being hateful. There is nothing in the 
World can compenſate ſor the Loſs of my SF- 
RAPHINA, ſhe only can confer Happineſs, and 
*tis her that I aſk at your Hands. Dear Father, 
if you can be ſenſible of the Sufferings of 2 
Son, and that my Health can give you Plea- 
ſure, reſtore her to my Arms. | 


I would willingly (avow'd he) give you this 
Mark of my Friendſhip, but I have one to de- 


mand of you in Return. There is no very 
great Fidelity requiſite to the Daughter of 2 


Fiſherman, the Price of her Liberty is your. 


marrying, and then you may do what you will 


with her. Ha! cried the Count, then, Mis» | 
fortune, 


— ——— — — — 
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fortune, thou art eternal, and Death's my only 
Refuge. Haſte, hafte, thou grim Tyrant! to 


deliver me from this bad World, why do you 
delay? You ſtrive to ſhun me in vain ; Deſpair 
ſhall be my Guide to thy Realms, where only 
Peace is to be found. Here his Pangs conquer'd, 
his Strength failed him, his Voice died away, and 
he fainted, while his Father, frightened out of 
his Wits, alarmed all the Houſe, and ſought 
every where for Aſſiſtance. It was with much 
Difficulty he was brought back to Life. 
« Leave me (ſays he, faintly) to my Woes, 
« which your Solicitude encreaſes.” His Fa- 
ther, deeply ſtruck with what he ſaw, embrac'd 
him warmly, and promiſed to reſtore him to 
& his SERAPHINA. It muſt be ſoon then 
& (replies he) for, till J ſee her, I ſhall take no 


& Kind of Nouriſhment, and on this I am 
reſolved.” However, he was diſſuaded from 


his Reſolution, and accepted ſome little Nou- 
ciſhment at their Hands. 


The next Evening he received Advice that 


SrxapHINA was at Liberty, and in her own 
Houſe ; he kiſſed the Letter that brought the 


News a hundred Times over, and ſent a faithful 


Domeſtic to enquire who, on his Return, aſ- 


G ſued 
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ſured him of the Truth of it. Love gave him 
new Strength, and, in a couple of Days, he 
was able to viſit the Woman on whom his Hap- 
Pineſs depended. He caught her in his Arms 
the Moment he beheld her, and they remained 
for ſome Time, in a mutual ſilent Embrace, 


bedewing each other with Tears of Joy.“ Do 


J once more ſee you, my dear SrRAPHINA, 
& (ſaid the Count) and do I live to tell you I 
t have been the innocent Cauſe of your Suffer- 


« ings? Heaven only knows how much the 


« Uncertainty of your Fate aflied me, and 
% how much I ſuſtained, in being fo cruelly 
« torn from you.“ 


66 Forget the paſt (anſwered ſhe) and let us 
ce turn our Eyes upon the Evils which nw 
& threaten. Your Father teld me, that, un- 
& leſs I baniſh you my Preſence for ever, | 
© muſt expect the worſt Fate; nay, he would 
c“ have me find a Pretext of breaking with 
40 you. How dreadful is my Situation ?” 
« It is leſs to be lamented than you imagine 
* (replied the Count) you are in a free Town 
« where Violence is forbid to all the World. 
% Keep within the Walls of Genoa, be at 
„% Home always before Dark, avoid walk- 
ing into the Country, and you ſhall defy his 

« Men- 


A 


| 
| 
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„% Menaces. Were he not my Father, you 
c have a Right to, and ſhou!d, commence a 
« Proceſs againſt him, which, in Spite of his 
« Credit, he ſhould find it hard to contend with. 
« But be content, my Love, ſince Heaven has 
« kindly given you back to me, I'll take ſuch 


„ Meaſures as ſhall prevent your being ever 
« torn from me again.“ 


This Diſcourſe reſtor'd SER APHINA to her 


- uſual Peace of Mind. She then informed him, 


that they had lodg'd her in a Monaſtry, where 
great Care was taken to prevent her ſpeaking to 


. any Body, or from ſending any News. 


How many Evils had you ſpar'd me (cried he) 
could I have known the Place of your Retreat ? 
How low was I brought by the Loſs of you 


yet, believe me, I prize, and ſhall always revere, 


the Malady that oppreſſed me, ſince to that I 
owe the Happinefs of again beholding you. 


For three Months they liv'd together with 
undiſturb'd Tranquillity, their Happineſs ſeem'd 
ſettled beyond the Reach of Fate, when the 
Cruelty of the Father caus'd a /d Alteration, 
and produc'd a moſt melancholy Cataſtrophe. 


G 2 It 
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It was with Vexation and Impatience that he 
ſaw his Son go conſtantly to viſit Se x APHINA, 
and he trembled leſt fo ardent a Paſſion ſhould 
terminate in Matrimony. Hence he often re- 
pented of having ſet her at Liberty, and, not be- 
ing able to divide them any other Way, he de- 
termin'd to poiſon her, and ſoon put his barba- 
rous Deſign in Execution. 


SERAPHINA and her Father found them- 
ſelves violently attack'd by a Cholic, which tore 
their very Entrails, their Skins were covered o- 


ver with great black Blotches, and the Preſcrip- 
tions of the moſt ſkilful Phyſicians, who affirmed 


they were poiſon'd, were adminiſter'd in vain. 
The Father of SERAPHINA died after an 
Hour's Illneſs, the Daughter lived only to 
breathe her laſt in the Boſom of the Count. 


How indeſcribable are the Paſſions which agi- 


tated his Soul at this piteous Sight; Deſpair, 
Rage, Anguiſn, Vengeance, and Pity, predo- 
minated in a few Moments. And muſt I loſe 


you (cried he)? Muſt my Love have haſtened 


your Death? For whom is the Thunder of 
Heaven reſerved ? Why does not the God of 
Vengeance ſtrike dead a wretched Couple ? 
Be comforted (ſays SERATHIN A) Ibeſeech ts 

or 


* 
—— —— — — 
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for Heaven has been kind in allowing me to ex- 


pire in your Arms, and I die contented in ſo 
lov'd an Embrace. You ſhall not die alone 
(replied the enraged Lover) I will not; why 
ſhould I ſay I wi:/ not? for indeed I cann:t, ſur- 
vive you; we have ſympathiz'd in Happineſs 
and Misfortunes, let us unite in Death. I com- 
mand you (ſays SERAPHINA) by the Love you 
bear me, and by every Thing that's dear to 
you, to live. She ſpoke theſe Words with a 
taltcring Accent, and the Deſlinies put a Pe- 
riod to her Li!c. 


[he Count appear'd inſenſible to the Blow, 
the Tear no longer ſtarted from his Eye, his 
Voice was firm, and his Countenance ſettled. 
He order'd a Domeſtic (and this in a Manner 
quite colleQed) to bring him his Wife's Writ- 
ing-Deſk ; being obey'd, he ſat down, wrote a 


| Letter to his Father, couched in Terms ex- 


tremely affecting, wherein he acquainted him 
of her being his Wife, and reproach'd him for 
having been the Cauſe of her Death. Then 
finding different Errands for two Servants who 
attended on him, he ſent them out of the 


.Chamber, and approach'd his deceas'd Wife 


with his Sword drawn, which having plung'd 
in his Heart, he fell dead upon her Body. 
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A Servant, who cntcr'd ſoon after, and ſaw 
this melancho!y Sight, ſummon'd Aſſiſlance, 
but *twas too late, Life was fled from the Man- 
ſion, and the poor Count was no more. The 
Letter and News of this dreadful Scene were 


ſoon borne to his Father. When this proud 
Senator had learn'd in what Manner Heaven 


puniſh'd his Perfidy, he would have revenged 
the Lovers by laying violent Hands upon him- 
ſelf, but he was ſav'd from his own Fury, while 
the Family took all poſſible Precautions to pre- 
vent the Story from ſpreading. It could not 
be ſuppreſſed, every Circumſtance of it was 
publiſhed to the World, notwithſtanding 
all their Care, and the beit they could do was 
to prevent the Enquiry of Juſtice. 


P. 


» CHAP. 


, 


r i a 


Count DV BEZAu VAL. 127 


CHAP. vim. 


Pal tial Reflectians on the State of Genoa, 
BEeAuvVaL ſets cut for Rome, takes a Liking 
te PULCHERIA, and meets Encouragement. 
Thy corr-ſpond, and he reſolves to go off with 

. ber, but is prevented, and obl ged to quit Rome 
for Fear of a Proſecution. Arrives at Na- 
ples, as does alſo Cardinal Cos ci A. 


HE Indignation with which this Story 
fill d me, gave me a violent Antipathy 
to the Genoeſe; I could not bear to think that 
any State ſhould give Countenance to ſo baſe a 
Chaſtiſement, to ſuch a Crime as that of poi- 
ſoning. I communicated my Thoughts to 
the Marquis of MoxnTorto. You know 
very little (ſaid he) of the Politics which pre- 
rail among the great Men of this Republic to 
talk thus, they are obliged to be ſtrictly uni- 
ted amongſt one another, and to tolerate each 
other's Crimes for their mutual Support. 


The principal Nobles are ſo many Tyrants, 
who owe their Authority to their Care in ſup- 
—_ preſſing 
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Preſſing their Enemies, or thoſe who act contra- 


ry to their Intereſt. The People, indeed, call 


themſelves free, but, inſtead of one King, they 
are ſaddled with thirty, who are always ſeeking 
to enrich themſelves at any Rate. And the 
Republic of Genca is not unlike Athens when 
under the Dominion of the thirty Tyrants. 


The Noble Gemeſe may be defin'd an Op- 


preſſor of the People, a Blockhead in Science, 

a Coward in War, and a Compound of Vice, 
_ Folly, and Arrogance, who is oblig'd to wink 
at the Crimes of his Colleagues, that he may 
tranſgreſs with Impunity. 


Jou certainly don't flatter the Senate in your 
Elogium (ſaid I to the Marquis) and I believe 
they'll hardly regiſter your Character of them 
in the Annals of the Republic. Should you re- 
main long here (replied he) you'll allow the 
Truth of what I ſay ; you will find the Nobles 
to be (till more contemptible for the ſervile 


Fear i in which they ſtand of the Empire and of 


France. The firſt they love, the latter they 
hate mortally ; nevertheleſs they are daily ob- 
lged to cringe, and kiſs the Hand that chaſ- 


tiſes them. "_=— might avoid this evident 
Servi- 
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' Servility were it not for à ridiculous Vanity, 
1 which prevents them from a juſt Mode of 
winking. From Time to Time they take the 
moſt deſpicable Steps, from which, in the End, 
they are obliged to recede, covered with 
Shame, and ſubmit to Puniſhment. 


They have loſt Corſica by their Arrogance | 
and Tyranny ; and they have been many Years 
| always ſhamefully defeated by a miſerable un- 
diſciplin'd Rabble, without Arms, Cloaths, or 
Ammunition, 


A Regiment of Genoeſe paſſing Review is the 
pleaſanteſt Sight in the World ; you would ima- 
gine them the Refuſe of all the Taylors in Eu- 
rope. I began already to perceive this Charac- 
ter of the Republic was not unjuſt, and, in the 
End, was fully convinced of it. The reſt of 
my Time, while I ſtaid here, was employed in 

_ viſiting their Palaces and Churches; when the 
Marquis preſſing me to go to Rome, we em- 

| barked on board a Felucca for Civita Vecchia, 

| Where we landed, and proceeded on our Jour- 

wy to the (once) Capital of the World. 


Here my firſt Month was taken up with the 
. innumerable Curiouſities that are to be ſeen, 
| G 5 -:. 
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my Time was entirely engroſſed in examining 
the Ornaments, antient and modern, of this il- 
Juſtrious City; but, alas! fix Weeks, were 
hardly over, before I was as deeply involy'd as 
I had been at Madrid. 


The oppoſite Houſe to that where I lodged 
belonged to an Attorney, who had a Daughter 
named PuLCHERIA ; I ſaw ner often at the 
Window with infinite Pleaſure, ſhe had fine 
Eyes, a charming Mouth, and her Deportment 
was grand; I began to find a ſecret Satisfaction 
in looking at her, and at length brought myſelf 
to attend, regularly every Day, her Hour of 
Appearance. E then learned to follow her to 
Church, and to the public Walks, but could 
not gain an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her. 1 
was obliged to be cautious how I approached 
an Jtalian Lady, and, whatſoever Genius I 
might have to Intrigue, I hardly knew how to 
communicate my Sentiments to PULcHER4. 
However, I made a Shift to do it by Signs, and 
ſhe, in the ſame dumb Eloquence, inform'd me 
that I was not indifferent to her. 


I was weary of this Manner of Correſpond- 


ence, and, in Spite of the Obſtacle, that im- 
peded my Happineſs, ariſing either from the 


Cuſtoms 


3 
3 
: 
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Cuſtoms of the Country, or the Conſtraint un- 
der which Women in general are laid, I deter- 
termined, at any Rate, to come to. a more open 


| Explanation. For two Months our Eyes had 
been the only Interpreters of our Paſſion, when 


I ventured to write the following Letter in [ta- 
lian, a Language in which I began to have to- 
lerable Knowledge. 


132 Mo DRS of the: 


To PULCHERIA. 


H E firſt Moment i in which I beheld 


ce you, lovely PuLcHER1a, my Heart 


« became a Slave to your Beauty, and Melan- 


“ choly has ever ſince been the Companion of 
c my Life. My Love is Juſt, yet I know 
cc not but it may be anſwer'd with Indifference. 
« Let me by ſome Means or other, perſonally 
C aſſure you of my Paſſion, and refuſe not a 
« Favour on which no leſs than Happineſs, 


dc nay, Life,. depends to yours, &c. 


I reſolved to deliver this Letter myſelf, and, 
for that Purpoſe, watch'd her to Church, where 
I planted myſelf on my Knees pretty near her, 
and her Mother kneeling before her (conſe- 
quently not able to perceive what I was about) 
I cunningly ſhew'd her my Letter, and ſlipped 
it into her Prayer-Book, which ſhe dropp'd for 
that Purpoſe, and I had the Honour of return- 
ing it to her. The Day following an old Wo- 
man enquired for me at Home, and delivered 
me the following Anſwer. 


7 
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To the Count Du BEAU AI. 


« JF Have ſeen your Letter, and muſt con- 
Le feſs, that, if you love fo as well as that 
«- expreſſes, I find it impoſſible to be diſplea- 
&© ſed. I ought not to on my Sentiments ſo 
c very freely, for my Mother ſays I ought al- 
« ways to avoid any Correſpondence with your 
« Sex. But, in ſpite of this Injunction, I 
te feel a ſecret Satisfaction at thinking you love 
% me, and am ſure you are far from being 
« diſagreeable to me. 


« My Nurſe, who loves me very well, has 
© undertaken to deliver you my Letter. I cried 
ic. the beſt Part of laſt Night becauſe I did not 
© know how to fend it to you. She was touch'd 
« at my Grief, and ſo promis'd to ferve me as 
« you fee. Try if you can ſettle with her 
& ſome Way for us to talk together. For my 


Part, I have thought to no Purpoſe, I can't 


„hit on any. I never go abroad without my 
«© Mother, who does not quit me a Moment. 
%% However, continue always to love me not- 


« withſtanding, and don't let theſe Croſſes 
„make you forget me. I'll do my beſt to 


content you. $ 
PuLcHERr1a. 
This 
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This Letter, which ſpoke ſtrongly Pri.cyr. 


 R14's Innocence and Sincerity, charm'd me. 
Here, ſaid I to myſelf, I nced not fear the 
Snares of a Coquet. If Love has again laid 
Hold of my Heart, he won't: hurt me by my 
Mittreſs's Perfidy. 


I rewarded the Woman who brought me 
the Letter very — y, and, after having 
_ deliver'd her an Anſwer, I then entreated her 
to find out forme Way for me to ſpeak to Pul- 
CHERIA. Sir (anſwer'd ſhe) you can have no 
Opportunity of addreſſing her except under her 
Window at Night; there you will have the 
Pleaſure of talking together though you can't 
be in the Room. I was to a Minute at the 
Place of Appointment, where I cough'd three 
Times, being the Signal of my Preſence, and 
it brought ker to the Window. 


Is it you? (ſays he to me. ) Yes, , my Angel, 


(replied I) 'tis he who thinks himſelf the hap- 
pieſt Man in the World in having this Oppor- 
tunity of aſſuring you, that you have inſpur'd 


him with Love. What Pains have I ſuffer d! 


W hat Solicitudes have I undergone ! fince I 
firſt had the * of ſeeing you; but a 


Liberty 


L 
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Liberty of perſonally communicating my Sen- 


timents, recompenſes them an hundred-fold, 


and my Felicity excceds my Hopes. 


And will you ever think fo (anſwer'd Pur- 


CHER1A). They fay all Men are Deceivers, 


but thoſe of your Nation are remarkably perfi- 
dious, and greater Traytors than any other. If 
it's true you intend to betray me, I pray you 
tell me of it, becauſe I am ſenſible that it will 
be much leſs difficult to wain myſelf from the 
Sight of you at preſent, than when Cuſtom 


hath made it a more particular Pleaſure, I 


ſwore to her a thouſand Times that I would 
rather die than prove unfaithful, that I had a 


Heart fraught with the ſincereſt Love, and in- 


capable of Perfidy. If what you tell me be 
true (ſays ſhe) I ſhall be as happy as you ſay 
you are fortunate ;z and indeed you ſhall never 
have Reaſon to repent having lov'd me. 


Theſe delicious Conferences were repeated 


every Night in the ſame Place for three Months 


together, and we correſponded twice a-Day,the 
Nurſe being our Meſicnger. Our Paſſion grew 


under Reſtraint, and ſhe never went to Church, 


or to walk, but I met her, then indeed we 
could 
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could only correſpond by Signs, but in that 
even there was Pleaſure. I propos'd to run 
away with my Miſtreſs, and eſpouſe her in the 


firſt Town we ſhould arrive at. She conſented 


to commit herſelf to my Care, after ſome 
Difficulty, and the little Fear ſhe entertain'd of 
my Inconſtancy, was ſoon overcome by my 
Proteſtations, which were very ſincere. 


I took three Days to ſettle my Affairs, and 
get every Thing in Order. My Valet de Cham- 


bre was the only Perſon I entruſted with my 


Project, which I charg'd him by no Means to 
reveal to Rasac.. He promis'd fairly indeed 
fully to execute my Orders, but, inſtead of 


keeping his Word, ſecretly acquainted the Che- 


valier of my Intention, who fretted at the Dan- 
ger to which I was going to expoſe myſelf, 
dreamt of nothing but ſeeing my Head upon 
the Block, which would have certainly been 
the Caſc, had I been caught in my Flight with 
her. He order'd my . Domeſtic implicitly to 
obey all my Commands, and to avoid giving 
me the leaſt Suſpicion of the Diſcovery he had 
made. His next Step was to acquaint PuL- 


CHERIA's Family of the Danger which threat- 
en'd her. 


- 
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8 R 
. 


Count D u BEAu VAI. 137 


He manag'd Matters ſo very diſcreetly, as 
to covince the Father, that the Honour of his 
Family had not been violated. In two Hours 
after which my Miſtreſs was remov'd to a Con- 


vent, under the Care of one of her Aunts; the 


| Nurſe was turn'd away, and, to diſconcert any 
future Proceeding at once, Rasac and the 
Father agreed to ſend a Man to ſummon me to 
| Juſtice as a Raviſher. | 


This Turn of Affairs, Part of which I learn'd 

firſt from the diſcarded Nurſe, gave me prodi- 
gious Concern. Not knowing the Part of Ra- 
SAC had acted in this, I applied to him in my 


Embaraſſment, and related the whole Story 


without any Reſerve. 


You have embark'd (ſaid he, with a great 
Air of Surprize) in a very dangerous Affair, 
and muſt fly as faſt as you can, you have no 
ether Way of being ſecure. I delay'd not to 
follow his Advice, and ſet out the next Poſt for 
Naples, together with the Marquis DR MoNs 
TOR1O, who had been let into the Secret pri- 
vately. | 


Here 
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Here I breath'd a Prey to the moſt violent 
Grief. The Image of PULCHERIA was al- 
ways preſent to my Mind, her Character of 


Simplicity had made a ſtronger Impreſſion on 


my Heart than all the affected Tricks of the 
many Coquets that I had formerly lov'd. But, 
in the End, Abſence from the Object had 
wean'd her, as it had before done others, from 
my Thoughts; and, in two Months, I was fo 
well cur'd as to hear, without being mov'd, 


the Part my Friend had taken in dividing me 


from her. 


Will you (ſays he to me one Day that we 


% were by ourſelves) be always the Dreg of 
© Paſſion? Do you reſolve never to get clear 
« of one Folly without plunging into another? 
* How does it happen, that, after the many 
* Dangers you have cſcap'd, you cannot avoid 
«© new Occaſions of manifeſting your Weak- 
* neſs? Do you ſee to what you would have 
„ expos'd yourſelf, provided you had been 
& fſeiz'd in your intended Flight with PuLcHE- 
% RIA? Strange | that, in the Midſt of Ene- 
„ mies, and in their own Country, where they 
claim all the common Rights of Cuizens, 
you can make no Choice, but that of mar- 


cc rving | 
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rying a Girl whoſe Birth would be a Diſho- 


nour to your's ? or of loſing your Head on 
a Scaffold. 


It is true that Love leads us into a thou- 


ſand little Irregularities, which, when coolly 


conſider'd, muſt appear not always cohtorm- 


abie to honourable Sentiments. Examine 
ſtrictly what I ſay, and you'll find I am not 
wrong in maintaining that there is no Man ot 
Intrigue who would not confeſs, if oblig'd 


to give an Account of his Actions, that he 


would have left many of them undone, had 
he conſulted the Laws of Honour. Do you 
think, for Example, that it is either lauda- 


ble or virtuous to carry off the only Daugh- 


ter of an honeſt Man, and diſhonour his 
Family? You put the Robber to Death who 
ſteals from you a Trifle ; you treat him with 
the greateit Ignominy. Is the loſs of a 


Child %% ſenſibly to be felt than that of a 


little Money? And don't you think the 


Diſhonour reflected upon the Family aug- 


ments the Crime ? 


« You deceive yourſelf indeed, if you think 
differently : nay, I am ſure you are of my 


Mind entirely in Spite of any Excuſe you 


« yy ould 
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* would make. Don't imagine you are to be 


ce juſtified by pleading the Violence of your 
« Paſſion. The Deſire you had of poſſeſſing 
ce your Miſtreſs, whoſe Charms, in Spite of 
“ yourſelf, intic'd yon. The Robher can 
urge as much in his Defence; he lovesRiches, 
he is tempted by a violent Deſire of acquir- 
« ing them, a Paſſion as ſtrong with him, as 
* that for your Miſtreſs is with you.“ 


Theſe Remonſtrances wonld hove anger'd 
me from any Body but Rasac. However, [ 
receiv'd all his Leſſons with Moderation ; and, 
that Friendſhip we had mutually for each 
other, made me hearken, with Docility, to 
every Thing he ſaid. 


The Time for our being at Venice approach'd, 
we intend to ſet out in about fifteen Days, 
and now we employ'd ourſelves in a Review df 
the many Beauties with which Naples abounds, 
when the Arrival of Cardinal Cosc1a caus'da 
great Buſtle. I had heard much of him 


while I was at Rome, but Love, at that Time, 


entirely engroſſing my Attention, hinder'd me 


from being exactly Maſter of his 3 


2 


of 0 
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of which a young Neapolitan Gentleman, with 
whom I had ſome ſlight Acquaintance, made 
the following Detail. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Some Account of Cardinal Cosc IA. Flis Cn. 


junction with Fix i. Their Influence ever Pipe | 


BenzpricT XIII. 4 Quarrel between the 
Cardinals Coscia and CAMERLINGUA abut 
a Woman, The righrous Proccedings againſt 
the former who, ſbelters hin ſe f in Naples. 


Uring the Popedom of Buexrpict XII. 
the Cardinals Coscta and Fix, go- 
vern'd the eccleſiaſtical State. Coscla had 
an infinite Power over the Mind of the Pope; 


he had been his Follower when the Pope was 


but a ſimple Prelate, and roſe by Degrees 3s 
his Maſter was rais'd in Life. Since he be- 
came a Cardinal he aſſociated with Fix1, ano- 


ther favourite of BxxEDpiIcT. In his Acts of 


Oppreſſion he had fold Favours, Employments, 
Biſhoprics, and Benefices ; nothing has been 
ſecure from their Avarice. 


The Pope, 2 very honeſt Man, but of a li- 


mited genius, was N of the Male-Ad- 


miniſtration; 


ion; 
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miniftr:1ticn ; nor did any Body dare to acquaint 
hin with 17, ſince he would have imputed it to 


Jealeſy ang Hatred en Account of his parti- 
cular Friencitup for thein 3 beſides, it was not 
hard for them who were ſuperior to almoſt every 
Body in the State, and had his Holinefs's Far 
to perfuade him that they 1raeant to deceive 
him in order to ruin them. 


During his Pontificate they enjoy'd per? ect 
Tranquility; but Clement XII. ſucceeding 
after his Death, by the Intrigues of the Cardi- 
nals CAMERLINGUA, BANCHIERI, and Iu- 


PERIALL, ſworn Enemies to Coscix and Fin, 


the new Pope caus'd them to be arreſted ; the 
Cardinal CamrRLINGUA declaring himſelf 
principally an Enemy to Cosc1a. Love is ſaid 


to have been the Occaſion of the Quarrel be. 


tween the two Prelates; however, the real 
Cauſe of their Hatred is not known but to ſome 
few People who are perfectly acquainted with 
private Hiſtory. 


The Truth is, the Cardinal C AMERLI NGUA, 
was in love with the Dutcheſs De V----, Cos- 


. CIA, being in the Zenith of his Proſperity, be- 


came his Rival; and as this Lady was biaſs'd 
| more 
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more by Ambition than by Tenderneſs, his Poſt 
ſecur'd him the Preference. CAMERLINGUA 
found no Opportunity of Revenge during the 
Life of BenepicT, but, with the Inſtalment 
of CLEMENT, he devis'd the Deſtruction of 
his Rival. He would more cafily have: forgiven 
him the ſecreting all the eccleſiaſtical Riches, 
than depriving him of the Heart of the Dut- 
cheſs. He has had alſo Sufficiency of Power 
to hinder ſo favourable a Judgment being paſ- 
ſed upon Cosc1a as upon FIN I, though they 
were both accus'd of near the ſame Crime. 


Fi NI was acquitted for a certain Sum which 


he aQually paid, and is now ſeen publicly in 
the Streets of Rome; yet CosCla has been 
proſecuted with the utmoſt Rigour, and his 
Friends even Fear for his Life. While they 
were preparing his Proceſs, he made his Eſcape 
to Napi:s ; and here the Emperor had granted 
him his Protection. His Enemy's Deſpair is 


the more encreas'd by this Step, becauſe the 


Dutcheſs has made this City her lace of Re- 
ſidence, ever ſince the Death of BENE DIC 
XIII. | 


Though Cosc1 a's being ſo near her Grace 
might heighten his Rival's Di'vleaſure, it has 
prov'd 
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prov'd no Way unfortunate for him, as his 


Flight has made an Accommodation of his Af- 


fairs neceſſary. 


This (ſaid the NEAPOLITAN) is, I believe, 


a Revolution of what you ſeem'd to demand of 
me; few People have heard ſo much of the 
Amours of the Dutcheſs, as I have now told 


you; for theſe Lovers took the greateſt Pre- 
caution to conceal their Intimacy from public 
Attention. You ſee no Situation in Life is de- 
fence againſt this Paſſion. Cos cix had been 


much happier had he been a Stranger to it; 


for it has been entirely the Occaſion of thoſe 


Party-Proſecutions which have been ſo vigo- 


rouſly carried on againſt him, under the ſpeci- 
ous Names of Zeal for the Church, and the 
Good of the State. Thus is the Name of 
public Good often a Pretence for promoting 
private Intereſt ; and the IIl-Will of the Peo- 
ple made a Tool for particular Vengeance. 


a — — 
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BOOK III. 


CHAP. I. 


BrAUvAIL, and his Company, ſet out for Venice. 
He intrigues with a Banker's Wife. Remarks 

on the Government and Manners of the Vene- 

tians. They arrive at Conſtantinople. 4 

Chara#tar of the Turks. Some Account of 

Conſtantinople. A Conference with Count 

 Bonneval. Some Reflections on his Conduct 
in Life. 


HE Carnival approaching, we quitted 
Naples for Venice; here it was impoſſible 
for me to remain without new Engagements 


H 2 (my 
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(my Heart was too eaſily moulded) however, 
that in which I was now involved was not car- 
ried to ſuch Length as heretofore. The Va- 


riety of Pleaſures I daily paſs'd through, pre- 


ſerv'd me from ſuffering my natural Inclinatij K 
to love to predominate ; and the Miſtreſs 
I had at Venice, was rather by way of 2 
ment than Attachment. 


[ became achuainted at a Ball with a young 
Lady who danc'd very well; ſhe was hand- 
ſome and well made; I had often ſeen her in 
Public, but riever had an Opportunity of ſpeak- 

ing to her before. I engaged her to dance ſe- 
veral times, and between whiles entertained 


her with ſome little Gallantries, to which ſhe 


reply'd very pleaſingly, and with a good deal 
of Wit. I ſaw her the next Day at the O- 


pera, and ſaluted her, which ſhe return'd 


very politely; and I did not imagine my little 
Civilities appear'd in the leaſt diſagreeable to 
her. 


ike ed me. if 1 6d mor crate on 


the Ball, where I had ſeen her laſt, the enſu- 


ing Evening? I anſwer'd in the affirmative, 


and took Care not to break my Word. It was 


eaſily ſeen by the Manner in which ſhe re- 
ceiv d 
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ceived my Salute, that ſhe felt ſome Pleaſure 
in my keeping my Word. The Diſpoſition in 
which ſhe ſeem'. gave me additional Spirits, 
and encourag'd me to try my Fortune. 


I had taken Care to inform myſelf of her 
Birth and Situation in Life, and found ſhe was 
the Wiſe of a rich Banker, who was, if it 
be poſſible, more jealous than an /talian can 
be. This Part of his Character made me 
ſomething more circumſpect than I ſhould 
otherwiſe have been; but it did not prevent 
my Aſſiduity in attending her during the whole 
Carnival. We did not confine our Love to 
Sighs, and dumb Shew, but made the beſt 
Uſe of every Opportunity we could lay hold 
of. In the hurry of the Aſſembly, we found 
Means to retire a few. Moments without be- 


: ing miſs'd, my Gondola was the happy Re- 


treat; and the Huſband, notwithſtanding his 


Argus Eyes, had not the ſmalleſt Suſpicion 


of the budding Honours I planted on his 
Brow. 


The Lent put an End to this Intrigue. I 
loſt Sight of my Miſtreſs, and in a little Time 
we ſet out for Corfou, whence we intended to 
proceed to Conflantinople, a City which Ra- 

| H 3 SAC, 
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SAC, MoxTokto, and myſelf, had a great 
Defire to ſee. My Friend congratulated me 
much for having preſerv'd my Liberty ſo long 
as I had done at Venice. He knew of my Af- 


fair with the Banker's Wife, but only looked 


upon it as a flight Piece of Gallantry, that 


could not have been very 3 either to 
my Health, or Pocket. 


The Venetians (ſaid Rasac) are certainly a 
very weak People to agree ſo badly as they do 
amongſt themſelves. During nine Months 
of the Vear they are jealous to exceſs; the 
other three they ſeem to have entirely laid a- 
ſide their Charadter and Oddity. It is now 


that their Wives enjoy a Fulneſs of Liberty, 


and they make the beſt Uſe of it, conſcious of 

its Charms from that Conſtraint with which 

they before have been kept, and under which 

| they muſt again labour at the End of the Car- 
nival. 


This Liberty i is political (anfwer'd the Mar- 


quis) that Carnival that you condemn brings in 
conſiderable Sums to the Republic, each Parti- 
cular is then oblig'd to ſacrifice his Intereſt to 
that of the Public; and all Pleaſures are let 
looſe to attract Strangers, and bring in _ 
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In this State every Thing is conducted accord- 
ing to the exacteſt Rules of Polity, and the 
moſt certain Calculations; nor is it in this 

ſingle Point that the Venetiant manifeſt them- 
ſelves to be Slaves, they are ſo in every Ac- 
tion of their Lives. If they are in any public 
Station, they cannot receive their beſt Friends, 
if foreign Subjects, without Permiſſion from 
the Senate. They are ſubſervient to a thou- 
ſand preciſe impertinent Ceremonies ; and their 


Lives are a Medley of Cares, Sollicitudes, and 


Conſtraint. 


The common People of Venice are ſtill leſs 
happy than thoſe of Genea ; ſubject to as many 
Maſters, equally as careful of enriching them- 
ſelves ; they are deprived of the poor Conſola- 
tion accruing from Complaint ; and the leaſt 
Diſcourſe of this Tendency, though utter'd in 
the midſt of their Family, ſhould it ever tran- 
ſpire, is certainly paid with Death. The Laws 
of this State are as contrary to the public 
Tranquillity and Happineſs, as thofe. of Hol- 
land and the Swiſs Cantons are favourable ; 
where Birth does not authoriſe Tyranny, and 
Folks are more upon an equal Footing ; where 
Merit only bears the Prize, and the People are 
govern'd by Maſters of their own eleQing, 

H 4 which 
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which they have a Right to change if the Im- 
munities of a Citizen are violated, or the Laws 
of the Country tranſgreſs'd. 


We arriv'd at Con/tantinople in about three 

Weeks; where, as ſoon as I had a little ſet- 
tled my Affairs, I paid my ReſpeQs to the 
Engiiſh, French, and Venetian Ambaſſadors, to 
all of whom I had recommendatory Letters, 
which I deliver'd. After which I viſited ſome 
Merchants, upon whom I had Draughts for 
Money, Monſieur Dr VIII X EV VR, Ambaſ- 
ſador from the French Court, to whoſe Care 1 
was ftrongly recommended, carried me with 
him ſeveral times in his Train to the Audiences 
which he had of the Grand Vizir. RAs Ac 
and the Marquis were alſo of the Party, and 
we were Witneſſes to, and, in ſome meaſure, 
Participators of all the Ceremonies paſſing be- 
tween them. | 


It was with ſome kind of Aſtoniſhment that 
I view'd the Solidity and Deliberation of the 
Turks, which nothing is able to interrupt; i 
admir'd the decent Gravity accompanying all 
their Actions, and nothing ſet the ridiculous 
Levity of our Coxcombs in a ſtronger Light, 
| than this Oppoſition. * Monſieur Dx 
VIIIz- 


Count Du BEAU VAI. 153 


ViLLENEUvE's Intereſt we were furniſh'd with 
a Janizary, and an Interpreter, who ſhew'd us 
every Thing that was curious, and procur'd 
us a Sight of ſome very elegant Moſques ; they 
are all built on the Model of St. Sonia, 
with ſome little Change in the Domes, and the 
Orders of the Pillars. We viſited the Ami- 
dan, which was formerly called the Hypo- 
drome, where is ſtill to be ſeen an Egyptian 
Pyramid with Hieroglyphics, ſupported by a 
marble Pedeſtal, upon which are engrav'd ſe- 


veral Baſſo relie vos. There is another hewn 


out of great Blocks of Marble that has been 
much damag'd, and, at ſome Diſtance, two 
Serpents wreathing round each other, form a 
third Pillar, twelve or fifteen feet high, whoſe 
Heads they pretend Manomer II. ſtruck off 


with one Blow of his Club. Their Heads are 


certainly wanting. 


We alſo took a View of the Remains of 
ConsTANTINE's Palace, the two Courts, and 
the outward Walls of the Seraglio, ſome 
Country-Houſes of the Grand Signior, the 


Palace of Procelaine, &c. Having remain'd 


here about ſix Weeks, and fully ſatisfied all our 


Curioſity, without one particular Adventure, 
ve prepar'd to re-cmbark. When the Deſire 
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of ſeeing a very great Man, whoſe Adven- 
tures have made ſome Noiſe in the World, 
and who was expected very ſoon at this Capi- 
tal, urg d us to make ſome longer Delay; this 


was the famous OsMan Pacha, formerly 
call'd Count BoN x EAI. 


- Our Deſires were ſoon gratified by his Arri- 
val; he came to confer with the Grand Vizier, 
and ſtay d about a Fortnight. We ſignified 
our Intention of paying our Reſpects to him if 
he choſe to admit it, and were anſwer'd in the 
politeſt 'Terms, that the Viſit would give him 
Pleaſure. We laid hold of the Invitation, 
and were receiv'd very elegantly in the French 


Taſte. Heentertain'd us for two Hours toge- 


ther; we diſcours'd upon indifferent Things; he 
feem'd particularly inquiſitive about the French 
Affairs, and we retir'd perfectly ſatisfy'd with 
our Reception. | 


It was not without an Aſtoniſhment, from 
which I did not immediately revive, that I con- 
ſider'd a Man of Count Bonnevar's Genius, 
Spirit, and good Senſe, could not protect him- 
ſelf from falling into ſuch a Miſtake. I en- 
quir'd of a good many Frenchmen the Occaſion 

I 
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of his having embrac'd the Turk;þ Religion, 
and could find none capable of giving me en- 
tire Satisfaction; they only told me, in gene- 
ral, that it was to revenge himſelf of the Em- 
peror, and Prince EuGEnE ; yet I was not 
certain, that this was the entire Truth, and I 
plainly perceiv'd that other Incidents muſt have 
ariſen, other Reaſons concurr'd to fix him in 
this State of a Renegado. 


At length, Monſieur Macs, a Merchant 
in Conſtantinople, who had been acquainted 
with the Count many Years, remov'd my 
Doubts, and gave me an exact Account of the 
Life and Misfortunes of this famous Noble- 
man. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


A Charafter of Count BonNEvat. An Ae. 
count of his Birth, Family, and firſt Appear. 


ance in Life. He obtains a Regiment of Foot, 
which he loſes. His Father's Death. The 


Advantage of his Intimacy with the Duke of 


OrLEAns. AUIntrigues with a Nun. The 
firſt Cauſe of his Diſguſt with the French 
Court. Goes to Rome, and enters the Imperial 
Service. 1 9 95 e 


Ount Box NEVAL has always manifeſted 

an intrepid Courage, and thewn himſelf 

a good Commander. I will not enter into a 
Scrutiny of his private Character, it is ſuſfi- 
cient to know him to become his Friend ; you 
may obſerve, though he talks much, it is al- 


ways to the Purpoſe, that he never goes 


lengths which can either weary or diſguſt you 
and, for my Part, I am inclin'd to believe 
that he deſerves better Report than what the 
general World gives him, 


It 
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Tt is certain, that he is a Man of nice Ho- 
nour, impatient of an Affront, or even the 
Appearance of one; he has a good deal of 
Vanity, and affects Grandeur, but it is ac- 
company d with all the Jaſte and Elegance of 
a fine Gentleman. It is true he wears a Tur- 
ban, and has been ſeen on his Knees in the 
Moſques ; yet theſe are no Proofs of his being 
in Keality a Tur“, ſince it is reported, that he 
never underwent the Operation of being cir- 
cumcis'd, but bought the CharaQer of it from 
| ſome Derviſes, to whom had been committed 
the Care of his Converſion; and his Acquain- 
tances ſay, but indeed very privately, that he 
is neither a Convert to the Belief and Cere- 


monies of Ma home tani jm, nor was he ever at- 


tach'd to any particular Se of Chriſtianity. 


But let his Principles be what they are, he 
is certainly honourable in his Dealings, bounti- 
ful in his Charities, and generous in his Gifts, 
as can be teſtity'd by many Turks, who have 
taſted of his Magnanimity, and a Number of 
Chriſtians who owe to him Redemption from 
Slavery and Chains. He is eaſy of Acceſs, and 
viſited by moſt Strangers of any Conſequence, 
as well as ſuch of the Chriſtian Clergy as re- 


ſide 
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ſide here; nor does the Scandal of his ſuppo- 
ſed Apoſtacy, in the leaſt, hinder their Ap- 
proach ; however, his Table is a good one, 


and his Magnificence extenſive. This may be 
a very proper Excuſe for thoſe who too often 


conceal Impiety under the Maſk of Religion, 
and cover Avarice with the Appearance of 


Charity. 


Miſtake me not ! when I ſpeak thus of the 


Clergy, I do not mean all who are Preachers 
of the divine Word ; Heaven forbid I ſhould 
_ paſs ſo unjuſt, ſo foo a Cenſure; but it muſt 
be allow'd, that to ſuch a Height has Impiety 


ariſen in this degenerate Age, as to give too 


much Room for ſuch Reflection; and daily 


Experience ſhews us, that Prieſts are no more 


Proof againit Temptation, than any other Or- 
der of Mankind; that they too ſacrifice to Ve- 
nality and Selt-love the ſacred Ordinances 
which they are appointed to explain; and to 


this Corruption of the Guardians of the Church 


may be attributed that Neglect, I will not ſay 
Contempt, of Religion, which, aſſiſted by a 
Deſire of Revenge, has made Count Box R- 


VAL a Baſhaw of three 7 and Governor 


of Arabia. 


He 
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He is deſcended from a very noble Family, 
nearly allied to the Blood-Royal of France, 
and, as an eldeſt Son, was formerly Maſter of 
very large Poſſeſſions. He was enroll'd among 
the Muſguetrers when very young, and ſerv'd 
with ſome Spirit under Marſhal Lux kMBOUROG 


in Flanders, being preſent at the taking Na- 


mur; ſoon after which his Deſires were grati- 
fied with a Troop of Horſe ; but not finding 
ſufficient Opportunities of exerting himſelf in 

the Cavalry, he aſk'd for a Regiment of Foot, 


obtaining it with Eaſe thro' the Friendſhip of 


the Marſhal, who eaſily perceiv'd he promis'd 
to be a brave Soldier, and an Honour to the 
Service. No Man took greater Care in the 
Choice of his Men, whom, while he kept un- 
der the exacteſt Regulations, he us'd with 

ſuch paternal Goodneſs, that there was no one 
amongſt them but would have ſpilt their 
Heart's Blood for his Service. | 


He diſtinguiſh'd himſelf greatly upon ſeve- 
ral Parties, but his Patron dying, the Count's 
Fortune dropp'd. And, on the Concluſion of 
a Peace in the Year 1696, notwithſtanding 
very great Intereſt was made in his Behalf, his 
| Regiment 
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Regiment was reduc'd, and he put on the 


Half-pay Lift ; while the Impartial allow'd 


that many, with but a Tithe of his Me- 
rit and Abilities, were kept in full Pay. 


This Uſage diſguſted him conſiderably 3 but 


it did not cauſe him to retrench his Expencess 
the Sinews. of which. were much ſtrengthen'd 


by the Deceaſe of his Father about this 


Time; whereby he acquir'd a large Fortune, 
Like a true Soldier, he now gave himſelt up to 
| Pleaſure. Women were his principal Delight; 
but his Openneſs of Temper, and unguarded 
Conduct, made him liable to ſeverer Centure, 
than what he really merited. 


His Character of Looſeneſs and Irreligion 
hurted him at Court, where not tlie Sin, ſo 
much as the Scandal, was deteſted; yet he 
was always received there with great Reſpect, 
particularly by the Duke of OxLEAxs, after- 


wards Regent of the Kingdom. He was re- 


eſtabliſh'd in his Regiment on the breaking 
out of the War that enſu'd on the Dcath of 
the King of Spain, and ſerv'd under Marſhal 
CaTiNAT, who was reliev'd by VILLEROY 
in ah, where he was once or twice flightly 
wounded. 


He 
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He took up his Winter-Quarters in a Town 
ſome Diſtance from Cremona, where, as he was 
generally lov'd by the Solvicry, he ſoon re- 
cruited his Regiment that had been roughly 
handled during the Campaign ; nor is it to be 
ſuppos'd he was forgetful of the Pleaſures of 
Love. A Nun made a deep Impreſſion on his 
Heart; he found a Way of inſpiring her with 
a mutual Paſſion, by viſiting and addreſſing her 
at the Grate; ſhe even conſented to receive 
him privately in the Convent, provided he could 
find a Way into it; and the Danger of the 
Enterpriſe gave him freſh Incentives. 


He was deterinin'd to go through with it; 
a Purſe of Piſtoles blinded the Keeper of the 
Garden Gate to a forceable Fntry that he 
made through a Window of the Lodge, by 
lootening the Bars. They were as happy in 
their Meetings, which were often repeated, as 
Lovers could be; there never was any Diſco- 
very of the Intercourſe, it was only interrupt- 
ed by the Approach of Spring, which ſum- 
mon'd him to the Field, where the Remem- 
brance of her was ſoon eclips'd by Glory, and 

his Thirſt for martial Exploits. 
fy He 
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He ſerv'd with great Reputation under the 
Duke DR VrNDñOMuk in Haly, and ſignaliz'd 
himſelf particularly at the Battle of Luzara, 
where, though Prince Eu GENE was forc'd, at 
laſt, to draw off, he claim'd the Victory as 
well as the French. 


On his Return to Par:s, at the Cloſe of this 
Campaign, there was a Promotion of military 
Officers; he expected, and indeed his Beha- 
viour and Service claim'd it, to have been 
nam'd among them; yet ſcorning to ſollicit, 
was left out of the Number, while ſeveral 4 
niors were 1 d. 


This was the firſt Cauſe of the Variety of 
Fortune he has ſince run through; and if the 
Errors into which the Count has ſince plung'd 
be ſo very great, CHAMILLARD, who had the 

Management of theſe Affairs, and forced him 
into them, has much to anſwer for. It was 
now that his Greatneſs of Spirit, and the Con- 

ſciouſneſs of his own Merits, began to be diſ- 
play'd ; he was much exaſperated, but conde- 
ſcended to viſit the Miniſter, to complain of 
the Neglect ſhewn him. 


His 
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His Remonſtrance was receiv'd with an Air 
of Superciliouſneſs and Impertinence, that put 
him beyond all Patience; he reſented it in 
ſuch a Manner, as made CHAMILLARD aſſure 
him his Behaviour ſhould not be forgot, who 
left him in a very angry Mood, hinting, as he 
went, that there was a Place call'd the Baſtile. 


When BON NEVAL had recover'd the Con- 
fuſion and Flutter into which this Conference 
had thrown him, he began ſeriouſly to reflect 
on what might be the Conſequence of it. He 
wiſely judg'd the Threats of the Miniſter might 
terminate in his Ruin; wherefcre raiſing what 
Money he could upon his Eſtate, and borrow- 
ing among his Friends, he quitted the King- 
dom, abandoning his Fortune, Family, and 
Wife, nor did he ever return to Paris. 


I ſhould have told you before, that he had 
been ſome Years marry'd to a Daughter of 
Monſieur Biron, to whom the Duke of On- 
LEANS afterwards reſtor'd. that Dutchy, the 
Family having forfeited in the Perſon of the 
Marſhal, Duke DE BixoN, who loft his Head 
in the Reign of HENRY IV. | 
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He had marry'd her with the Conſent of both 
his own and her Families; and though not a 
perfect Beauty, ſhe was very amiable, and ca- 
pable ſrom her Appearance, Virtucs, and good 
Senſe, to make a Man of ReileCtion compleatly 
happy. However, he had not cohavited with 
her above a Month or two at firſt, and very ſel- 
dom ſince then that Time; he has often la- 
mented this Indifference to ſo good a Woman 
ſince his leaving Europe; and as he is of a very 
generous Temper, we mult impute it rather to 
his thoughtleſs conditional love of Variety, 
than his natural Attachment to Evil. 


His Flight was nothing detrimental to this 


Lady, whoſe Fortune was well ſecur'd, while 


her Virtues recommended her ſtrongly to pub- 
lic Eſteem ; and ſhe was not only a very great 
Favourite, but an almoſt inſeparable Compa- 
nion of the Dutcheſs of OxLEaNSs. 


From the Frontiers he wrote two or three 
fevere Letters to CHaMILLARD, wherein he 
plainly told him, he was of a low groveling 


Genius, ignorant of Buſineſs, incapable of di- 


| Ringuiſhing Deſert, whoſe Conduct would, at 
| | length, 


Y 
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length, wean the Hearts of the King's Subjects, 
leſſen him in the Eyes of all Europe, would di- 
ſhonour his Majeſty's Confidence, and ruin his 
Affairs; concluding, that not he alone judg'd 


thus, but half the Army forcſaw it. 


He viſited ſeveral of the German Courts, 
and then he ſet out for Name, where DE Prix, 
not yet made a Marquis, then reſided, as an 
Agent from the Emperor, who ſhew'd great 
Inclination to befriend him, and even boaſted 
of having engag'd him in the Imperial Ser- 
vice ; however, the Count did not ſeem to 
acknowledge this, at leaſt very flightly, when 
the Marquis and he afterwards quarrell'd in 
Bruſſels. Prince EuGent, who was a very 
good Judge of military Worth, though, per- 
haps, but an indifferent Arbitrator in other 
Matters, look'd upon BoNNEVAL as a very 
valuable Acquiſition, and often fir'd him with 
the Hope of conjunctively revenging them- 


| felves on the French Court, for the Injuries 
they had both ſuſtain'd. 
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The Emperor promotes him. Prince Euckxr 
befriends him. His firft Campaign in that 
Service. Quarter d at Coſma. An unge- 
nerous Piece of Revenge. Conſpicuous in poli- 
tical as well as military Knowledge. Engag'd 
in a dangerous Amour. The Duke of OgLe- 
ANsS” Friendſhip for him. He quarrels with 
Prince EUGENE. 


ONNEvAL was confirm'd in his Reſolution 


of entering the Imperial Service by the 
Promiſe of a Regiment of Foot bearing his 


own Name, and of being ſoon made a Gene- 
ral Officer, a Point at which he had long 
aim*d, together with the Aſſurances of Friend- 
| ſhip he receiv'd from Prience Eucexe, who 
had great Sincerity, and ſupported his Credit 
at the Court of Vienna, for ſome Years, a- 
gainſt the Clamours often rais'd againſt him 
on Account of his Attachment to ſome People 
in France, and his Character of Irreligion, ei- 
ther of which, ſingly, had been ſufficient to 

bave ſuppreſs'd his growing Credit, had it not 


been 


. 
” 
ʒ—— —3dłẽ as — 


Count Du Beavvart. 167 
been for the Support of ſuch an illuſtrious Pa- 


- tr on o 


Beſides, he receiv'd Advice his Behaviour 
had diſguſted the King ſo very much, that no 
Favour was to be hop'd from that Quarter. 
His Eſtate was confiſcated, and few People 


_ endeavour'd, or even dar'd, to mitigate his 


Majeſty's Reſentment. His Counteſs implo- 
red royal Mercy to no Purpoſe, all ſhe could 
obtain was a farther Security of her Income ; 


and even this was regarded as a ſpecial Fa- 
vour. 


A vaſt Number of Soldiers, who had ſerv'd 
under him in /raly, deſerted on hearing that he 
was raiſing a Regiment for the Emperor. But, 


Whatever Haſte he made in completing it, it 
could not be brought into the Field early 


enough to ſerve that Campaign. 


So that he was forc'd to be content with 
having it quarter'd ſome Leagues from Vienna, 
which gave him not only an Opportunity of 
cultivating his Pleaſures, but of paying his 


Reſpects to the Emperor, with whom he had 


ſeveral private Conferences, wherein he ac- 
Nun 
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quainted that Monarch with the Polity of the 
Court of France, and the Characters of her 
firſt Miniſters, ableſt Statelmen, and moſt re- 
nown'd Generals. About this Time was 
fought the ever-memorable Battle of Bl-nheim, 
an Event which confirm'd his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty in a good Opinion of the Count's Pene- 
tration and Sagacity, who had almoſt fore- 
told it in his Character of TaLLarp. . 


His firſt Campaign, in the German Service, 


was in Ita) under Prince £uGENE, where he 


vas preſent at the Fight of Caſans. Few Ge- 
nerals made a greater Figure than him ; he 
entertain'd his Officers every Day at Dinner, 
and it was inconceivable how he could ſupport 
his Expences, as he was never known to bein 


Debt. 


He was ſoon after made a General Officer as 
the Prince had promis'd, nor did it ſeem to pro- 
cure him any Enmity, as is too often the Con- 
ſequence of Promotion. Indeed, it may be ſaid 
his being a complete Maſter of the Art of plea- 
ſing prevented it. During the Winter he plung'd 
deeply into all the Diverſions of the Court, 


drank hard, and gam'd very largely; the former 


. . 
> 
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agreed with him, in the latter he was a _ 


great Gainer. 


He return d with Prince EUGENE into Htaly 
where the German Army, that Year, had con- 
ſiderable Advantages. The Duke of OrLe» 


Axs was attack'd in his Entrenchments, and 


completely routed, after being dangerouſly 
wounded, leaving his Camp, which was im- 
menſely rich, to be plunder'd by the [mperia> 


lifts. BoNnNEVAL had his Share of the Booty, 


and, after the Battle, was quarter'd at Ceſma, 
laying the Country round under Countributi- 
on, while he made his Reſidence a Sort of Pa- 
radiſe, wherein was wanting no Pleaſure, no 


Diverſion, that could contribute to the Enter- 


tainment of the Nobility and Geatry, who 
were invited at free Coſt. 


In this Place he was guilty of an Action 
which retorts Diſgrace upon a Man of his Gal- 
lantry. I am ſure you won't forgive it him; 
nay, I queſtion whether he ever forgave it 
himſelf. Imagining he had been ill us'd by a 
very ſurly, but a very rich, Fellow, who was 
jealous as ARGus of a Wife, handſome as an 


Angel; to her, out of Revenge, the Count, 
ua pretty large Expence, procur'd himſelt to 


a 
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be privately introduc'd ; he always made the 
beſt Uſe of his Time among the Women; 


nor is it to be ſuppoſed he was more backward | 


in this than in his other Adventures. The Lady 
you may be ſure gave him Satisfaction enough 
for the Impertinence of her Huſband, and he 
took Care to repeat that Satisfaction ſeveral 
Times during his Stay at Coſma. However, 
he did not imagine his Revenge fully compleat- 
ed, without the Huſband's knowing of the 
Pleaſures he had reap'd in the Arms of. the 
Wife. Wherefore, on quitting the Town, 
he wrote him a Letter, jeſting on the Circum- 
ſtance, who, the Moment he had perus'd it, 
without ſaying a Syilable to any Body, mount- 
ed his Horſe, and putſu'd the Army, which 
he ſoon overtook, and enquir'd for the Count, 


who knew his Errand, and retir'd with him in- 


to a little Wood by the Road-ſide, where they 
both drew, and, after a ſtrong Conteſt, he 
laid the jealous Italian dead at his Feet, who, 
before he breath'd his laſt, declar'd, that had 
it been his Fate to have conquer'd he would 
have cut off the Count's Head, and carry'd it 


as a Preſent to his Wife, whom he would have 


aſterwards ftabb'd to the Heart. 


Italy 
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ſialſy being evacuated by Treaty wich the 
French, he was made a Major-General, and 
went to Flanders with the Prince, who con- 


junctively, wich Marr.B0ROUGH, took Liſle 


after a ſtout Siege, and concluded the Cam- 


paign with forcing Ghent. 


The Conſequences of theſe Operations was 
Lxwis XIV. being oblig'd to ſue for Peace. 
The Hagne was the Seat of Negotiation, and 
BoxxEvaAr was appointed in private to oppoſe 
it, as much as poſlible, by fomenting the 


Dutch againſt it; he ſuccceded to Admiration, 


The Operations were commenc'd the enſuing 
Seaſon with freſh — 


During his Stay at the Hague he became ac- 


auainted with a young Engliſ Girl, of whom 


he continu'd long extremely fond; ſhe liv'd 
with her Mother upon a very ſmall Income, 
and the Count to the laſt took Care of their 


Fortunes. 


He was judg'd by Prince EUGENE as a very 
proper Perſon to defeat the Plans of the French 
preſented to the States-General; and he, and 

12 Count 
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Count SiNzI1NDORFF, had a principal Handi in 
the many Papers publiſh'd againſt them. It 
was owing to theſe Noblemen, and Lord 
TowxskEND, the Engl;/b Miniſter, that Abbe 
PLoLicNAc, and Marſhal D'UxeLLzs, were 
| forbid coming to the Hague. He was now 


promoted to the Rank of a Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral. 


I am tedious in my Narration, but you'll ex- 
cuſe it, when you remember I cannot give 
you a real Picture of this great Man, without 
pointing out to you his Behaviour in every 
Employment. And it were Injuſlice if I con- 
ceal'd. his Abilities as a Politician, when I in- 
termix'd his Skill of Intrigue with what he 
manifeſted in War. 


It was not without great Intereſt, and the 

Interpoſition of Prince Eu ENR, that he ſav'd 
his Regiment from being broke on the Peace; 
an Accident that might have reduc'd him to 
Beggary. The firſt Diſappointment. he met 
with at the Imperial Court was being refus'd 
the Government of a Town taken from the. 

Turks againſt whom Prince Eu GENE had turn- 
ed.his Arms; but then the Emperor's — 
| of 
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of refuſing was ſo very Polite it could not be 
taken amiſs. 


He at this Time narrowly eſcap'd being 
kill'd in returning from the Houſe of a certain 


Counteſs, with whom he had had an Intrigue, 


being ſet upon by three Aſſaſſins, two of whom 
he ſoon put to Flight, and took the third Pri- 
ſoner, having dangerouſly wounded him, from 


whom, to his great Surprize,. he learn'd they 


were Servants of the aforeſaid Lady, who re- 
tain'd them to cut off her Gallants ; and that 
this was the Fate of ſeveral who had unac- 
countable diſappear'd ſoon after being remark- 


ed to have viſited her often. This Story he 


laid before the Emperor, and the Counteſs 
was ſeiz d, and order'd to be confin'd for Life 
in the Mountains of Tirro/. 


He was ſoon after ſent into Taly with the 
Title of General of Foot, to proſecute ſome 
Enterprizes deviſed by Cardinal ArBzronT, 
that prov'd abortive. It was here that the 
Duke of ORLEANSs, then Regent of France, 


 ſhew'd him. a thouſand Civilities, ordering the 
States of Provence to furniſh his Officers with 


all ſorts of Ammunition and Artillery ; at the 
I 3 ſame 
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fame Time diſannulling the Sentence of Out- in 
lawry that ſtcod againſt him in Fance, reftor- wh 
ing him to his Honours, and he would have | it; 
recover d his Eſtate, but one of the Count's ap 
Brother's had got Poſſeſſion, and reſolv'd not itri 
to quit it. 


Some People imagin'd this arofe from a 
Friendſhip they had contracted together when 
Children, and others imputed it to a De- 
fire of regaining ſo good a General to the 
French Service, the latter is not improbable. 
J have heard it ſaid, that he made him offers 
on that Account, which, notwithſtanding his 
great Deſire of ſettling in his native Country, 
he generoully refus d, alledging the Emperor 
had prov'd to him a very gracious Maſter, and 
heap'd on him unmerited Favours which it 
were Ingratitude ſo to repay. Perhaps he had 
been glad of ſuch Retreat when there was no of 
Duke of Oxrxaxs living to offer it. | Bo 


es dean hed « Adee who was fold 


to govern him entirely, and there were few | Q 
 Employments in his Highneſs's Gift that did 
not paſs through her Hands. BoxxevaL aſk'd 
of the Prince a Poſt of very little Confequence 


oP. 
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in Favour of a Domeſtic to a Lady, with 

whom he had an Amour; but was anſwer'd 
it was already given away, and, on Enquiry, it 
appear'd to be to one whom the Prince's Mi- 
ſtreſs had recommended- | 


This Refuſal nettled him, he told the Prince, 


no body could be angry with him for keeping 


a Miſtreſs ; but every Body that lov'd him muſt 


be ſorry to ſee her Rule his Conduct, and direct 


his. Judgment. 'The Reply was, that he was 


beſt acquainted with his own Affairs, that he 


never troubled himſelf about any Perſon's A- 


mours, nor did he deſire any one to intermed- 
dle with his. 


However, Bo NNEVAL piqu'd at not being 


able to gratify his Miſtreſs, wrote ſome ſatiri · 
cal Verſes upon her who had been the Cauſe 


of it; they were ſhewn to the Prince, here- 
ſented them very highly, and this was the Be- 
ginning of the Breach between them, which, 
at length, widen'd it into an irreconcileable 


Quarrel. 
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BoNNEVAL order'd to Flanders. A Cbharadde- 
of the Governor. They grarrel. The Count 
. erder'd to Vienna, and ſeiz'd. Sent Priſo- 
ner to Spilburgh, and condenn'd to dic. His 
Sentence chang'd to Exile. Arrives in Venice, 


meets unexpefied Afiſtance. Articles with the 
Turks. Marries a Venetian Lady. Recep- 


tion at Conſtantinople, and profeſſes himſelf 
2 Mahometan. 


Onnevat. was ſoon after * to Flan- 
ders to take upon him the Command as 
General in Chief of the Foot and Artillery, at 
the ſame Time he was paid all his Arrears; 
which were- very conſiderable, and Notice 
given him to ſet out directly. It was thought 
the Prince diſpos'd thus- of him, as he had ab 

ways eſteem'd him, to prevent an au Rup- 
ture between them. 


Here he found the 6 Dx Pair, Go- 
vernor of the Low Countries under Prince 
Eu GEAR 


— 4 
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Evczne, which was far from being agreeable 


to him, as he look'd upon him in the Light of 


a Dependant to the Lady, who occaſion'd the 
Difpute between the Prince and him. The 
Marquis was univerſally hated for his Exac- 
tions and Meanneſs, while BonxEvar's Hoſ- 
pitality and munificent Diſpoſition, from the 
firſt Moment he ſettled in Bruſſels, made him 
the Idol of the People. They had a Number 
of little Diſputes in which the Governor was 
always worſted ; but the great and principal, 
the Cauſe of his retiring to the ſublime Port, 
was as follows. 


It had been faid at the Sub-Governour's 


Houſe by the Marchioneſs, and her Daughter; 
that the young Queen of Spain, Daughter to 


the Duke of ORlLEANS, Bonxzvals great 


Friend, had been diſcover'd in an Intrigue with 
a young Nobleman, who was ftabb'd before 
her Face, and flung out of a Window, for 


which ſhe was committed to cloſe Confine- 


ment. The Words were repeated next Day 
at the General's Houſe, who, impatient of fo 
groſs an Injury done to the Family of his 


Friend, enquir'd into the Foundation of fuch 


a Report, which appear'd to be a falſe and 


14 malicious 
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malicious Invention of Dx PRIE's F amily who 


hated the Duke. 


On this he allow'd to be publiſh'd a ſort of 
Defence of the Queen's Reputation ſign'd by 
himſelf, in Oppoſition to what DR Px till 
publicly aſſerted, wherein he went very near 

calling him a Villain, and his Wife and 


Daughter Whores. Theſe were the firſt over · 


flowings of Paſſion; they were certainly 
Terms very groſs, unbecoming the Mouth of 
2 general Officer, and injurious to the royal 
CharaQer he would have defended. 


This Diſpute grew at length, to be very 


warm. The Count openly affronted the Mar- 


quis, who, in Return, accus'd him of behay» 
ing diſreſpectfully to his Imperial Majeſty, by 


abuſing his Officer, and of an Attachment to 


the French Court, which would prove, in the 
End, prejudicial to the 4u/trian Intereſt. Box- 
NEVAL defended himſelf, and they both heap'd 
Defences, Remonſtrances, Replies, and recri- 
minating Allegations upon the Attention of the 
Aulic Council, as well as on that of the Em- 
peror. l 


Ds 
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Dx Pai order'd the Count to repair to the 
Citadel of Antwerp ; to this, on being advis'd, 
he ſubmitted, and went there to remain as a 
Priſoner till the Emperor ſhould pleaſe to ſettle 
the Diſpute. He wrote to Prince Eucxxx, 
who ſent him but a cold Anſwer. 


It was a great while before he recei d an 
Order, ſummoning him to repair to Vienna to 
give an Account of theſe Tranſa ions. He 

took the Hague in his Way, where he ſtaid up- 
wards of a Month, and publiſh'd a ſevere Me- 
morial againſt De Pre, then proceeded, in 
Spite of the Advice of all his Friends, and ſe- 
veral anonymous Letters, aſſuring him, that 
there he certainly brav'd an 2 Death. 


He was ſeiz'd when he came near Vienna, 
and carry d Priſoner to the Caſtle of Spilberg 
in Merauia, where he remain'd a ſhort while. 
When he was acquainted, that the Aulic 
Council had examin'd into his Conduct, and 
condemn'd him to die; but the Emperor, out of 
his great Clemency, ſpar'd his Life, order- 
ing him to be confin'd for one Year, and then 
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diſmiſs'd him his Service, with a ftri& Injune- 
tion, never again to ſet Foot in the Imperial 
Dominions. 


| The Subſtances of the Articles of Accuſa- 
tion againſt him were that he was ſeldom ſeen 


at Church, and eat Fleſh-Meat on Days that 


were forbidden. To this, his having been ſick 
and gouty, during his Reſidence here, was 
thought ſufficient Reply. 


That he was too popular, and his Heart * 
French. 


That he had abus'd the Sub-Governor, hs 
F amily, and Friends. 


: That 3 had diſpers'd Satires againſt tha 


Government. But the Principal was, 


That he had diſobey'd the Emperor in not 
repairing to Vienna as ſoon as order'd, but de- 
laying at the Hague. Thus proving farther the 
Diſaffection to his Imperial Majeſty, which he 
bad defore manifeſted in contemring him, in. 
the Perſon of ſuch as were inveſted with his 
Authority. 

After 
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After his Confinement he retir'd to Yenize, 
and lodg'd at a public Inn, without a ſingle 
Domeſtic to attend him; he offer'd his Ser- 


vice to the Republic, but was politely refus'd, 


as he was alſo by the Ruſſians. In this Dilem- 
ma he ſcarcely knew which way to turn him- 
ſelf, when he receiv'd, from an unknown Hand, 
a Preſent of ten thouſand Franks, juſt before 


the Carnival, and ſoon after a ſecond Sum of 


equal Value. At firſt he knew not to whom 
he ow'd this Kindneſs, but, at length, had 
Reaſon to believe it came from an illuſtrious 
and wealthy Lady, whoie Views were pure- 
ly, being ſerviceable to ſo great a Man in 
Diſtreſs; nor was he vain enough to infer, 
from his Behaviour, that ſhe lov'd him, or 


befriended him on any accouut, but his De- 


ſerts. 


A Turkiſh Baſhaw, who was charg'd with 
a private Commiſſion to the Republic, and 
whom BanNEvAL had formerly known in 
Hungary, renewing his Acquaintance, often 
touch'd him upon his Situation in Life, his 
Diſpoſition, and the unfair Uſage he had met 
with from the Imperial Government. Diſ- 
courſes of this ſort awaken'd the ſleeping Em- 
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bers of Revenge within his Boſom, alarm'q 
his Pride, and brought Remembrance in Bluſhes 
to his. Face; he knew himſelf wrong'd, and 
he could not bear to hear another repeat it; 
that there was great Partiality in the Sentence 
that had been paſs'd upon him; for it had been 
no more than Juſtice to have tried Dx Prix 
on the Allegations preferr'd againſt him by 
the Count, as they had mutually accus'd each 
other. 


The Turk repreſented to him, it was not 
impoſſible but the Court of Vienna might in- 
fluence other Powers to refuſe the Offer of his 
Sword and Service, which were of themſelves 
ſufficient Bulwarks of a Throne; that a Defence 
of his Honour ought to lead him in ſearch of 
Revenge, which was to be found no where 
ſo probable as in the Service of the Grand Sig- 
nior, who would be proud of receiving ſo great 
a Man, and ſo experienc'd an Officer, with 
open Arms ; and here was an Afylum in which 
he might ſoon teach Prince Eu GENE to repent 
of his having negleQed him, and make even 
his Maſter tremble. 


The Count was of a warm Nature, and Ma- 
fter of a lively Imagination; theſe Proſpects 
e pleas'd 
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pleasꝰd him prodigiouſly ; he commiſſion'd his 
Advifer to make Offers for him to- the Port, 
particularly demanding a Toleration of Chriſti- 
anity. This laſt Article was abſolutely refu- 
ſed; and we have before remarked, in what 
manner he is ſaid to have eſcap'd ſome Cere- 
monies a Man muſt undergo in turning Ma- 
hometan. The other Terms which the Ba- 
ſhaw obtain'd for him was the Title of Baſhaw 
of three Horſe-Tails, with a Salary of near fif- 
ty thouſand Livres a Year, the firſt good Go- 
vernment that ſhould fall, and the Promiſe of 
being Commander in chief of an Army, ſhould 
there be a War with the Emperor; to theſe 
he willingly ſubſcrib'd, and was oblig'd to be 
ſudden in what he did, ſince it was fear'd theſe 
Conditions ſhould tranſpire. Befides, fome 
Aſſaſſins were diſcover'd, with Defigns __ | 
his Life. 


Nor did his Engagements, while in Venice, 
prevent his uſual Deſire of Intriguing. He fell 
in Love with a young Woman of Faſhi 
whom, it is ſaid he wedded, having procured 
a Diſpenſation of his Marriage from Rome, at 
the very Time he was in Treaty with the Tur- 
4% Prieſts how to ſave Appearances , there his 
Intereſt with the Religious, both at Rome and 

Cen 
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Cin/lantineple,. was the ſame ; Money liberally 

beſtow'd ; with thoſe of the former it was to 

pleaſe his Miſtrefs, who was a zealous Catho- 

ic, and ſatisfy his Love; with theſe of the 

latter, it was to be able to revenge him on his 

Enemies, maintain his Deſire of. Pomp, and 
ſupport his Ambition. 


It is not long ſince this Lady arriv'd here, 
after having been long expected; and it is ſaid 
the Count has laid aſide his natural Incon- 
ſtancy, and is faithful to her Charms. He left 
Venice ſo very privately, at the ſame Time ha- 
ving procur'd a Report of his Death to be art- 
fully ſpread, which gain'd ſufficient B elief, that 
it was not without Surpriſe, the Chriſtian 
Powers heard of his Arrival here, and bis ha- 
ving profeſſed himſelf a Turk. It. has been 
hinted, that the Imperial Minifter had. Notice 
of his firſt coming into the City, and demand- 
ed him to be deliver'd up, on which he ſolli- 
cited the French Ambaſſador to claim him as 
a Subject of his Maſter, which was refus'd. 
The Truth of this I can't affirm; but I know 
that he aſſum'd the Turban very ſuddenly, 
and entertains. no very great Eſteem. for his 


AcunmErT 
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AcnmerT III. receiv'd him with open Arms, 
eonfirm'd all the Promiſes he had made hims 
and, what is very unuſual, had ſeveral private 
Conferences with him before his public Au- 
dience, in which it is not to be doubted but he 
quitted himſelf pleaſingly, and with Honour. 
He was alſo inveſted with the Government of 
Arabia Petrega, which is accompany'd with the 
Dignity of a Viceroy of the Ottoman Empire, 
and his Income was augmented to near one 
hundred thouſand Livres, in Conſideration 
that there was no War, admitting of his having 
« Military Command conferr'd upon him. He 
ſtands very well at Court, and has been of 
ſome Service in his Government, where he re- 
ſided a ſhort Time, The Grand Viſier, who 
is fond of the French for ſome Favours con- 
ferr'd on him by them in his Youth, is his 
Friend, and he lives now more happily than 

ever, having won the general worms. 3285 


This Hiſtory led me into a Train of Re- 
flection upon the Viciſſitudes and Uncertainties 
of human Life, the Chain of Incidents con- 
ducting the Count to Conſtantinople, appear'd to 
me as whimScal as they were ſurpriſing ; and 

! could 
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I could not help ſaying to myſelf, it is ſome- 
thing odd that the Regent of France ſhould in- 
tereſt himſelf ſo deeply in the Affairs of a Man 
who ſo readily became a Mahometan ; we had 
no-other Opportunity of ſeeing him during the 
Time we ſtand here. Rasac, MonTorto, 
and myſelf, embark'd for Malta, imagining we 
| ſhould there ſpeedily meet with Veſſels bound 


for Marſezlles, it _ our ' Intention to return 
to France. 


The fatisfying our Curioſity in a Review of 
- this celebrated Iſland did not at all break m 
upon our Route. Here, with infinite Pleafure, 
we beheld thoſe Fortifications that are daily 
dug out of the Rocks. There was a great 
Number of my Friends who would have ad- 
viſed me to ſtay with them, promiſing to pro- 
cure me all the Diverſions the Place afforded ; 
but I was deaf to their Entreaties, and em. 
bark'd on Board a French Veſſel, which brought 
us in nine Days to Marſeilles, where the fol- 
lowing melancholy Adventure, which had hap- 
pen'd a few Days before our Arrival, was re- 
lated to us by a Merchant lodging in our Inn. 


K 
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CHAP. Y. 


They arrive at \farfeiltes, The Adios Ud 


ANNA Coriva. 


N board one of my Veſſels, (ſays the 
Merchant) which left Tunis about twelve 
Days fince, there was a young Woman, 
nam'd Anna Corrva, whofe Adventures in 
Aﬀrica | it ts neceſſary I ſhould relate, before I 
give you 2 Detail of what befel her in Mar- 
Alu. 


She was Re in a Village of Albania (a Tere 
ritory belonging to the / enet iant) and deſcended 
from a noble Family, but betray'd into Slavery, 
with her Father, Mother, and one of her Sif- 
ters, by the Perfidy of a Greet Renegado, who 


was a Shipwright. The Father, ignorant of 


the Grecian's Apoſtacy, whoſe Friend he had 
been a long Time, conſented to dine on the 


 Ship-builder's Invitation, together with all his 


Family, on board a new Ship lying in the Road 


completely 
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Traytor immediately ſecur'd them, put out 
to Sea, and ſteer'd with a fair Wind for Tunis, 
where he ſold thoſe four unfortunate People. 


They did not long ſupport their Bondage, her 


Father and Mother dying ſoon, the Siſter fol- 
lowing ſhortly aſter, ſo that ANN only remain'd 
alive, a fine Girl, and but juſt fifteen Years 
old, with whom her Patron, MznEMEr, fell 
deſperately in Love. 


He would have exerted the Right Tzrks ge- 


nerally uſurp over their Slaves; and it was not 


without Tears and Entreaties that this virtuous 


Girl appeas'd, at leaſt for a while, the criminal 
Deſires of her pitilefs Maſter. Her Tranquik 


lity was but ſhost-liv'd, his Paſſion increas'd, 
and was to be ſatisfied only by Gratification. 


It is certain that he really lov'd her, for he ad- 


vis d her to change her Religion, promiſing to 
become her Huſband. The dreadſul Propoſi- 
tion ſtartled her, ſhe rejected it with Horror, 
and. the Fear, which ſhe had of his inceſfant 
Importunities, joining her Grief for the Loſs 
of her dear Parents, threw her into a violent. 
$t. of Sickneſs, 


| Father 


completely fitted, and ready to ſet ſail. 'The 
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Father Joun Damazin, of the Order of 
Redemption, coming to this Capital to redeem 


Captives, being inform'd of her Danger, made 


her Illneſs a Pretext to ſnatch her a while from 
the inordinate Deſires of the intemperate Mx- 
HEMET. He demanded that ſhe might be car- 
ried to the Hoſpital of St. Joun Demanas 
the appointed Receptacle for ſuch Chriſtian 
Slaves as are found to bedangerouſly ill. Mx- 
HEMET conſented, ColivA was removed, and, 


for a little Time, in ſome Meafure, conſol'd. 


She remain'd here three Weeks without Per- 
fecution, when her Patron, who daily enquir'd 
after her Health, requir'd her to be re-deliver'd 
to him. In vam was it alledg'd ſhe remain'd 


ſick. He anſwer'd, he was Maſter of his own 


Slaves, and inſiſted abſolutely on her being given 
up, adding, if they retus'd, they ſhould find he 
would fetch her thence by Force. The good 
Father, finding it would be as well dangerous 


as fruitleſs to reſiſt, promis'd the ſheuld be forth- 
coming in two Days, in which Time there 

happen'd an Accident that ſpoke the Interpoſi. 
on of the divine Arm between her Virtue and 


Deſtruction, 


MEHEMeET 
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MMM r wes arreſted by the Dey's Orders, 
all his Goods confiſcated, and Cova chang'd 
her former Patron for the Monarch. This Prince, 
who took a Review of the Slaves, underſtand. 
ing one of them was then at the Hoſpital of St. 
Joun, order'd her to be produc'd, and having 
ſeen her, appointed her Apartments in his Sera- 
glio. He had a Son nam'd Hart, born of a 
Genoeſe Woman, who had turn'd Turk. This 
Prince, having married two Women without 


having Children by either, took a Liking to 
CoLiva, and deſir'd it as a Favour of his Fa. 


ther that he might marry her, hoping ſhe would 


prove leſs barren than the others. The Dey 


eaſily conſented to gratify his Wiſh. The young 
Prince believ'd that the Ambition of becoming 
Sultana would have wrought ſo effeQually on 
the Mind of Cov a as to perfect a Change of 
her Religion; but he ſoon found that he knew 
little of her Diſpoſition, when ſhe was to be 
won by the Pomp of Titles, or the Glance of 
Greatneſs. She obſtinately refus'd to renounce 
Chriſtianity, and was not to be tempted by 
Riches, which are but tranſitory, nor to be 
foften'd with Sighs, {till lefs to be depended on. 


Mildnefs 
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Mildneſs was exercis d invain, ſhe continu'd 
inexorable; ſo that, finding how little he gain'd 
upon her, he us d her grofsly ill, notwithſtand- 
ing Promiſes of the contrary made to the reve- 
tend Father; nay, his Anger went ſo far as to 
order her corporal Puniſhment from the black 
Funuchs. The Prieſt, being inform'd of her 
Situation, plainly ſaw, that, to ſave her Honour 
and Virtue, ſhe muſt be redeem'd. He talk'd 
to the Dev of her Ranſom, which was fix'd at 
1500 Piaſtres ; but Father Jonx, not being 


Maſter of that Sum, wasoblig'd to apply tor it 


among the Chriſtian Merchants, by whom he 
was ſoon furniſh'd. Coriva was releas d, and 


Orders taken to have her tranſmitted to Har- 
ſeilles, whence ſhe might eaſily paſs to Spain, to 


the Family of the Dutcheſs DE MEDina Ceiy, 
to whom he had particularly recommended her, 
Her Grace had promis'd to take this Orphan 
into her Family under her own Care, and 


waited her Arrival with Impatience after the firſt 


Intelligence ſhe had recived of her. 


She embark'd on board my Veſſel (ſays the 
Merchant) being accompanied to the Water- 
Side by all the French who were at Tunis. The 


Captain 
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Captain ſet Sail with a fair Wind, which con» 
tinu'd forty-eight Hours, when a Storm ariſing 
put the Ship in ſome Danger; however, it not 
being quite contrary, they arriv'd the fourth 
Day off the Caſtle D*i/, where they were ob- 
lig'd to perform Quarantine. 


ColivA, and a Monk who was on board, 


choſe to be carried to the Hoſpital of Lazars to 


reſt themſelves after the Fatigue of the Seas, 
which ſtill ran very high, the Wind not being 


much abated ; where the Captain entreated 


them to defer going on Shore till it was ſome- 


what calmer. His Remonſtrances were in vain, 
the Agitation of the Veſſel being very great, 
made them ſo qualiniſh, that they determin'd to 
quit it at any Rate. The Captain order'd his 


Boat out to conduct them into Port that they 


might be preſented to the Commiſſioners of 


Health. They had made more than Half their 
Way when a ſudden Squall of Wind overſet 
the Boat. Poor Cot1va and the Fryar were 
drown'd in the Sight of :nany Perſons who were 
unable to aſſiſt them; nor was it without great 
Diſfi-ulty that the Sailors ſ mn to Shore. I had 
the Adventure (ſys he) of this Girl, and the 


Account of her Death, communicated to me by 
| Letter 
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Letter from the Captain, who has not as yet 
finiſh'd his Quarantine. | 


This Story ſenſibly affected me; I admir'd 
the Fatality of Deſtiny, and could not, with- 
out Pain, reflect upon the many Troubles 
joining to make ſome People's Lives unfortu- 
nate, who, in Reality, merit very different 
Fates. 


The Marquis DE MonToxrro took his 
I. eave ſoon after our Arrival at Bruſſels, and 
embark*d for Nice; nor was it without Regret 
we parted from ſo amiable a Companion. Af- 
ter having ſeen every Thing that is worth it 
here, we proceeded to Aix, the Capital of 
Provence. This Town is handſome and well 
built, it has a good River, ſome Fountains af- 
ter the Italian Taſte, and the Houſes are mag- 
nificent. 


We paſs'd our Hours here but very indiffe- 
rently, the Affair of Father Gizarp and Miſg 
CADIERE, which had happen'd a very ſhort 
Time before, had thrown the whole Town in- 
to Confuſion, ſo that Strangers, who would 
chuſe to avoid ſuch Buſtles, could find very lit- 
tle Satisfaction. Hence we went on to Sig- 

K non 
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von, where we had the Honour of meeting the 


Duke of OxMoxnD, who appear'd not in the 


| leaſt afflicted at his diſtreſs'd Situation. This 
Houſe was the Rendezvous of the moſt amiable 
People of both Sexes ; Strangers were enter- 


tain'd at it with the greateſt Elegance, and 


we were among the Number who often viſited 
his Grace during our Remainder at this 
Town. 


1 Was, in ſome Meaſure, ſurpriz'd at that 


3 Air of Eaſe and Content with which he ſup- | 


ported his Misfortunes, and knew not how 
to account for it. However, a Gentleman, 
who was an Inhabitant of the Town, and at- 


tended him often, with whom I had ſome 


Diſcourſe upon this Subject, told me it aroſe 
from Love, that univerſal Balm for every di- 
ſtreſs'd Mind. | 


<6 The Duke of 'OxMonD (continu'd he) 
ee on his firſt Arrival here, ſeem'd but ill a- 
ac dapted to the Frowns of Fortune; he bore 
his Baniſhment with viſible Impatience, but, 
© to the Love beſtowing Eyes of the Mar- 
«6 chioneſs DE —, he ſacrific'd all Thoughts 
4 of his Country; England, Diſgrace, the 


L Loſs of Titles, and Forfeiture of Wealth, 


e wert 


cet were no longer Objects of his revolving 


Man entirely to forget his Misfortunes. | 
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«© Thoughts; thence were they exil'd all, and 
ce the God of Love, whoſe Pangs are not to be 


cc tranſcended, whoſe Pleaſures are — 
ce aſſum'd the abdicated Place.” 


I ſhould be glad to hear (ſaid I) ſome of the 
Particulars of this Paſſion, whoſe Effects have 
been ſo very violent as to induce ſo great a i 
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CHAP. VL 


De Occafion of the Duke of OrxmoxD's leaving 

England. Il w'd by the. Chevalier Dx ST. 
GEoRkGE. MRetires to Avignon, and has an 
Hair with the Marchianeſs Du ier 
Avarice, Ambition, and Uſe of his Grace, 
BR Au vAl. returns to Paris, and falls in Love 
with Madam DE FoNnvieLLE, which be com- 
municates to RAs Ac. 


O U know (ſays he) that this Nobleman, 
whoſe Name is BuTLER, was not only 

one of the richeſt Peers of the Kingdom of Jre- 
land, but deſcended from one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Families; it was he who ſucceeded 
"the Duke of MARLBOROU GH as Commander 
in Chief of the Britiſb Forces, when they ſe- 
parated from the grand Alliance previous to the 
Peace of Utrecht. He was made Uſe of as the 


Head of a Party, who, not able to ſupport the 


Superiority they had obtain d, were fore d to 
abandon their Chiefs to a Diſgrace in which he 
ſhar d. 


The 
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The Diviſions, that ſubſiſted in England im- 
mediately after the Death of the Queen, in 
which his Partiſans were manifeſtly worſted, 
oblig'd him to retire to France, where he join'd 
the Pretender, who, not uſing him with all 
that Delicacy he very juftly expected on Ac- 
count of his Wealth, his Adherence, and his 
Family, became obnoxious to him, and his 
Grace withdrew to Avignon. 


The Ingratitude of the Chevalier Dr Sr. 
GeorGeE (of which he imagin'd he had Reaſon 
to complain) the Conſideration of what he had 


forfeited on his Account, attended by ſo indif- 


ferent a Return, weigh'd heavily on his Heart 
but Love can ſmooth the — Brow of 
Fate. 


He had often ſeen the Marchioneſs Dx —, 


| ſhe is agreeable, has a great deal of Wit, and 


her Converſation is able to conquer, if poſſible, 
a ſtronger Melancholy than hie. Of this he be- 
came, in a ſhort Time, ſo ſenſible, that he 
could ſcarcely bear to be out of her Sight. She 


went to one of her Country-Seats, where he 


toon viſited her, and ſtaid for three Weeks. It 
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was then he firſt began to perceive his being in 
love, without being able to reſiſt the Paſſion, 
to whoſe earlier Attacks he had been a Stranger: 
The ſecret Impulſes of his Heart now aſſur'd 
him of its Subjection, in which he rather ſeem'd 


to take Satisfaction, than to endeavour to era- 


dicate it; he doubted not, but, at length, he 
ſhould entirely forget thoſe Misfortunes, the 


Remembrance of which gradually retir'd be- 


fore the Progreſs of her Perfections. 


He unfolded to her the Sentiments of his 


Soul, nor was he diſpleas'd at the Reception; 
it was what ſhe had long expected, being be- 
fore convinc'd ſhe was not indifferent to him, 
and flatter'd with the Idea of having a Love of 
dis Rank, ſhe was eaſily won, relying for Hap- 
pineſs on his Conſtancy ; nor did ſhe ſeem to 
deceive herſelf, for his Grace, charm'd with 
the Hopes ſhe had given him, appear'd to have 
no other Care but that of pleaſing bis Miſtreſs. 
His Troubles were forgot, and he on no 
Power but Love 


It is true ſhe reſiſted his Attacks at firſt, but, 


in a Month's Time, ſurrender'd at Diſcretion. 


It muſt be allow'd in ber Favour that he was 
— vigilant 
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vigilant and aQive, and as ſhe had no Allies, 
Proof againſt his powerful Aſſaults, it was im- 
poſſible to expect ſhe ſhould hold out for ever. 


In the Couutry this Lover made himſelf en- 
tirely happy, it was in a Wood bordering upon 
the Rhone, where he firſt claſp'd her in his 
Arms, and it often afterwards ſerv'd them for 
2 Retreat. Beneath a verdant Bower the Duke 
bid Defiance to Care, and gave a looſe to Plea- 
fure, bleſt as EN RAS in the Grotto; and if 
our Hero was leſs pious, he had the Merit of 


being more conſtant. For two Years ſucceſſive- 


ly he enjoy'd the Marchioneſs, notwithſtanding 
which he every Day found her more and mere 
amiable. The Public were not long ſtrangers 


to this Intrigue, nor did the Rendezvous m the 
W ood remain 2 


Some of his Grace 3 Attendants, who ſuſs 
peed the Matter, miſs'd the Marchioneſs and 
him upon a Walk; on their return it was ob» 
ſerv'd, that they were a good deal ruffled, and 
ſeem'd involv'd in that agreeable confuſion, 


_ conſequential to the — and F atigue.of an 


amorous Encounter. 


T2 -: This 
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This Intrigue of the Duke of OxMoxD en- 
groſs'd for a few Days the whole Attention of 
this Place; the Deſire that he had of convin- 
cing her how truly he eſteem'd her,induc'd him 
to deviſe daily ſomething new for her Enter- 
tainment, in the Enjoyment of which all the 
People of Quality ſhar'd. Concerts and Balls, 
either preceded, or follow'd by very elegant 
Repaſts, were inceſſantly beſtow'd, while the 
Marchioneſs, raptur'd with the illuſtrious Con- 


gueſt, fear'd only the Loſs of him, and medi- 


| lated nothing but how to bind him faſter. 


It was neceſſary his Grace ſhould imagine 
this her fr Intrigue. She had not liv'd ſo 
long without being taught, both by Reaſon 
and Experience, that unmoleſted Poſſeſſion, 
and a conſtant Courſe of Enjoyment, were 
certain Damps to the Torch of the God of 
Love; it was for this Reaſon ſhe, from Time 
to Time, affected little Piques, and rais'd tri- 
fling Quarrels, which commonly ended in the 


| his Fidelity, encreaſe his Paſſion, and bind 
him ſecurely in. the Fetters of her Attrac- 


But 


tendereſt Reconciliations. Thus did ſhe ſccure 
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But her Stratagems were forſaken when ſhe 


thought her Point abſolutely gain'd ; ſhe ſaw 


him ſincere in his Attachment, and relying on 
that to ſecure his Conſtancy, dropp'd the En- 
tertainment and Feſtivities that the Duke had 
ſo long maintain'd, through an innate Spirit 
of Avarice, which was a prevailing Paſſion in 
her Compoſition ; ; and the Public loſt conſider- 
ably both in Profit and Pleaſure by this Re- 
trenchment. 


n darling Paſſion of her Soul, 


and Guineas had Charms much more attractive 


than Toys, Sweetmeats, or Ribbons, while he 
attentive only to what might give her Pleaſure, 
become covetous alſo in his Turn, or, at leaſt, 


affected to be ſo. She reform'd his Houſe, re- 


gulated the Number of Domeſtics, turn'd away 
ſome, retaining only whom ſhe pleas'd, and 
retrenching the Superfluities of his Table. He 


| ſeems now to have no Thought but of her, as 


inſenſible to his domeſtic Avocations, as to the 
Calls of Grandeur and Renown ; this Day be- 
holds him ab2ndofi entirely to the Diſcretion 
and Guidance of a Woman. 8 | 


K 5 8 Though 
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Though you perceive a good deal of Splen- 


dor about him, it is but a poor Reſidue of his 


Magnificence. About two Days ſince the 
Marchioneſs. went into the Country, whither 
he is preparing to follow her, and in about fif- 
teen Days they intend returning again to 
Town. It is in this happy Retreat, that aban- 
don'd to an uninterrupted Courſe of Pleaſure, 
they forget all the World, and find Content Þ in 
mutual Endearments. 


It was not my Buſineſs to find Fault with 


the Conduct of the Duke of OR——D, per- 
haps I was the laſt Man in the World who 


thould blame the Violence of Paſſion. Rasac 
now preſs'd me to return to Paris, nor did I 
find myſelf much averſe to his Advice, my Fa- 
ther having written Word that he intended to 
meet me there. We ſet out Poſt from Avignon, 
and came to Town in about a Week, where 
we ſoon renew'd our former Set of Acquaint- 
ances, and re-aſſum'd our old Manner of Liv- 
ing. The, Morning was ewſploy'd in ſerious 
Viſits, the Afternoon in the Improvement of 
uſeful Studies, and the Evening at the Ope- 
ta, Concert, or the Counteſs of ; it was 

here 
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here that I often met with Mademoiſelle DE 
- TowviciLLe. She was handſome, ſung to 
a Miracle, and as we had often private Con- 
certs, ſhe had frequent Opportunities of ex- 
erting her Voice, 


Love now found Entrance at my Ears, I 
took. Delight to accompany her, and ſhe began 
at laſt to ſtile me her Muſic Maſter. I taught 
her ſome Italian Cantata's, which were ad- 
mir'd at Venice and Rome, in theſe it ſeem'd to 
be her Care to ſhine, and my Liberty every 
Hour decreas'd, nor was it from this alone that 
| ſhe charmed. She was very lively, had a great 
deal of Wit, Eyes whoſe Power were irreſiſt- 
able; and if her Beauties were not the moſt 
Regnlar, yet ſhe had the Art of pleaſing be- 
yend thoſe who are handſomer ; there was no 
need of Advantages to entrap a Heart ſo tender 
as mine; my Tranquility vaniſh'd, my Peace 
of Mind was fled, and Love ſtole once again 
upon my Inclinations ; this my Friends eaſily 
perceiv'd, however I took great Care to con- 
ceal my Weakneſs, from the World, but more 
particularly fromRasac ; there was one Per- 
fon in the Communication of it, to whom I 
ſhould have found very great Pleaſure, and this 
was the dear Cauſe of it. s 


The 
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The Paſſion grew upon me, yet I determin'd 
to conceal it, ſince there was no Proſpe& of 
Conſolation, but from revealing it to a Wo- 
man, of whom I dreaded to be made the Jeſt, 
tho ſne often enquir'd the Occaſion of my Me- 
Jancholy. I did not dare to ſatisfy her, not- 
withſtanding my Impulſe thereto was very 
ftrong. I fear'd her Anſwer might be ſuch as 
would have made me deſpair, and I choſe ra- 


ther to let it prey upon me, than by ſeeking 


Comfort from applying to her, to run the Ha- 
zard of having my Paſſion deſpis'd, for her 


Gaiety perſuaded me ſhe was incapable of 


'Tenderneſs. 


It happen'd one Mornin g when we were all 


fitting together, and I was teaching her an Ita- 


tian Air, that ſome Buſineſs call'd the Counteſs 
away, and left us together. I had been ſo me- 
lancholy for ſome Time paſt that Madamoiſelle 
ſaid to me, Faith, dear Count, I believe we 
& ſhall loſe you very ſoon, you will certainly 
« fall into the Vapours if you give yourſelf up 


thus to imaginary Griefs ; come, tell us 


c what's the Matter with you? What is it 
4 you torment yourſelf for? Why this diſ- 
& mal Countenance? I ſee no Reaſon for it, 
and, if I was not intimately a "x 

wit] 
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« with you as a daily Viſitor, in Truth, I 
« ſhould imagine you in Love.” 


My Confuſion at theſe unexpected Queſti- 
ons, was too viſible to be conceal'd, and tho” 
it affected me ſtrongly, I laid hold of the pre- 
ſent Opportunity to ſay, © Yes, charming Fox- 
c VIELLE, it is Love that renders me un- 
% happy, a Love that is the Cauſe of all my 
« Evils, which nothing can remedy but Death. 
O ho! (cries ſhe) you are in Love then, are 
« you? I am ſo (anſwer'd I) and though my 
« Paſſion is very violent, I have not the Con- 
* rage to acknowledge it to her who cauſes 
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The tender and expreſſive Manner in which 


I ſpoke theſe Words made her ſerious. She 


found ſhe had gone too far, and would wil- 
lingly have retracted, but I had already ſpoke 
too much to make me afraid of proceeding. 
« It is you (continued I) who gives me this 
« Uneaſineſs, which a tender Look, or a kind 
« Word, can alleviate; my Fate is in your 
« Hands, and it is yours to pronounce it. If 


« you are ſo irreconcileable an Enemy to Love 


dc as not to be impreſs'd; if you inſiſt upon 


. 6 ſtifling my Paſſion, and my Sighs, in 


6c Silence 
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« Silence and Separation, I only aſk to finiſh 
« my Days in a Courſe which Fortune ſeems 
& to have allotted me. I infiſt not on your 
« Love, I only intreat you to give me Aſſu- 
4 rances of not hating me, and not to deprive 


teme of the dear Satisfaction of thinking, that, 


4 at one Time, I may be _ to conquer 
on "your Indifference.” 


Madam DR FoxnvielLE heard me with a 
good deal of Coldneſs, and replied with an 
Air of Wifdom and Modeſty, it was not con- 
ſiſtent with her Character to enter into my 
Sentiments; but, nevertheleſs, the Friendſhip 


which ſhe had for me, prevented her from an- 


ſwering ſo ſharply, as ſhe might otherwiſe have 


done, that ſhe was not one of thoſe Prudes 


who ridiculouſly imagine their Virtue ſcanda- 
liz'd by the ſlighteſt Occurrence, but ſhe was 
not at all ignorant, that a Gurl of conſiderable 


ExpeQations and genteel Family, might juſtly 


be accus'd of Imprudence to enter into any 
Engagements without the Conſent of her 
Friends. 


Tho' this Anſwer was very vague, and had 
nothing in it leading to Certainty, yet I deter- 
mined to = For three Months I attended 
her 
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her conſtantly, and watched every Opportuni- 
ty of doing her Service, which the accepted 
with an Air of Friendſhip and Politeneſs, that 
made me applaud my own Addreſs. 


As ſhe avoided every Opportunity of being 
alone with me, I was oblig*d to have Recourſe 
to the Language of my Eyes to ſpeak that of 

my Heart, ſince Looks and Sighs, that now 
and then eſcap'd me, were Bounds I durſt not 
preſume to exceed. Rasac, to whom my 
Gloomineſs gave Concern, examin'd ftrialy 
my Conduct, and, doubting not but Love was 
the Cauſe of my Grief, foon became Maſter 
of the Secret by cloſely attending my Behavi- 
our. Nor was it long before he receĩv'd Con- 
viction whoſe Charms had aſſail'd me; the Diſ- 
covery giving him a great deal of Satisfaction, 
as ſhe was a Lady for whom he had the high- 
eſt Eſteem, and he look'd upon her as a Perſon _ 
very fit for my Alliance. 
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CHAP. VIL 


BzravvAL's Amour with FoxvigLLE continu'd, 
The Arrival of the Marquis Dx Mizor. ' 


A S my Father was ſoon expected at Paris, 
44 Rasac told me the Intent of his Jour- 
ney was to look out a proper Match for me, 
and ſettle me in Life. It was then I unfolded 
to him my Inclinations, and proteſted to him 1 
ſhould eſteem, beyond the Wealth of Worlds, 
the obtaining, thro? his Aſſiſtance, the Hand 
of her I lov'd. Has ſhe conſented (ſays he) 
cc that you ſhould demand her of her Family 
&« in Form?” No (anſwer'd I) and though I 
cc am certain ſhe has no Averſion to me, I 
dc never yet had the Boldneſs to explain myſelf 
66 to her.” 


« Well then (ſays Ras Ac) ſince you are 
t ſure that you have no Difficulty to triumph 
« over, but the Conſent of both your Fami- 
« lies, leave the Management of that impor- 
« tant Point to me. The Friendſhip I knew 


he 
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he had for me, left me no room to doubt but 
he would do all in his Power for my Satisfac- 
tion ; embolden'd by theſe Hopes, 1 waited im- 
patiently an Opportunity of ſpeaking privately 
with my Miſtreſs ; an Attempt in which For- 
tune favour'd me, in ſpite of all her prudent 
Precautions. 1 


I happily found the Counteſs and Mada- 
moiſelle tete a tete, after Dinner. You are 
come very appropo (ſays the former) for I am 
obliged to ſtep into my Cloſet to write a Let- 
ter, and muſt beg of you to entertain the 
Lady; ſo ſaying ſhe left us together without 
waiting a Reply. I laid hold of the lucky 
Moment to approach her, and ſaid, You ſee, 
Madam, notwithſtanding the prodigious Care 
you have taken to prevent me the dear Plea- 
ſure of telling you the Power of your Eyes, 
and the very great Effect they have upon me, 
Fortune, yet leſs cruel, has beſtow'd the Sa- 
tisfaction. What have I done that I ſhould 
appear ſo very cdious to you? Why would 
you deprive me of the Happineſs of complain- 
ing? This was all that I entreated of you, 
ſince I neither inſiſted upon your loving me, 
nor on any Return of my Declarations ; all 
that I aſk'd was the ſmall Satisfaction of tell- 

ing 
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ing you that I ador'd you. Dom t refuſe me 
this trifling Favour, allow me, at leaſt, to al- 
leviate my Grief, by the Pleaſure I may enjoy 
in ſpeaking it. 


I have already told you (ſays he) what were 


my Sentiments, and that if I enjoin'd your Si- 


lence, it was that I might not be obliged to 
baniſh you for ever from my Preſence. Sup- 


poſe it were true that you are not indifferent 
to me, is it not to be ſuſpected you would 
think yourſelf too happy? But you will ne- 
ver be taught: Have I not already told you,. 
that I have not the Diſpoſal of my Hand, but. 
am dependant upon my Family? They are 


to regulate my Fate, and to decide for me 


the Perſon that I ought to love; if any weak 


Inclinations ſhoul4 otherwiſe diſpoſe me, my 
Heart, incapable of Difſimulation, will en- 
deavour to ſubject my Love to the Laws of 
Virtue, and confine it in the Boundaries of 
Duty. 


But, dear FomvixLLE (ſaid I) how ſhall 1 
pretend to aſk the Conſent of your Family, 


without having previouſly obtain'd yours; it is 
a Procceding you would not have taken well of 


me? And, I confeſs to you, I would not take 
a fingle 
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2 ſingle Step which would give you room to 


imagine, that I ſhould be happy in 2 
you from any other but yourſelf. 


Here I related to her the Conference I had 
with Rasac, and the Hopes which he had 
given me in Conſequence thereof. I have al- 
ready told you (anſwer'd ſhe) that I am ſubſer- 
vient to the Will of my Parents, and you ſhall 
never find me oppoſe what they command; if 
they conſent to gratify your Deſires, you ſee 
that I know to what my Duty muſt lead me. 


Cannot (aid I) my Tears, my Sighs, my. 
Conſtancy, Fr my Aſſiduity, influence your 
Determination, and muſt I only owe you ta- 
Obedience? I would rather renounce the Hap- 

pineſs than win you at that rice; it is not thus 
Madam, a Heart, tender as mine, is to be ſa- 
tisfied. Vou are vaſily delicate (reply'd ſhe 
laughing) there are few Lovers would puth their 
Scruples to fuch Length as you do; however, 
to content you once more I repeat it, that I 
ſhall pay a proper Deference to my Parents, and 
you ſhall find me not at all averſe if they chance 


to * of you as well as I do. 


Charm'd 
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Charm'd with this Declaration I fell upon 


one Knee, and graſping her Hand, kiſſed it ſe- 


veral Times, with great Fagerneſs, much 
againſt her Will, crying out, you have reſtored 
me to Life, you have re-eſtabliſhed my Soul in 


Peace, there is no Obſtacle in the World which 


would not appear Light in my Attempt to ſur- 
mount it, if in the End I was to be rewarded 
with your Conſent, Prithee riſe (ſays my Mi- 
ſtreſs) and don't play the Fool any longer, what 
would the Counteſs ſay ſhould ſhe find you 
in this ridiculous Poſture ? Though our Con- 
verſation is very innocent, we cannot aſſure 


 vurſelves that ſhe would believe ſo; if it be 


really your Intention to pleaſe me, nfs your 
former Behaviour with Reſpect to me, and be 
certain of my Diſpleaſure, ſhould your Senti- 
ments tranſpire to the World. 


Though it is apparent that our Families will 
neither of them oppoſe our Union, it is im- 
poſſible to be certain of what may happen ; and 
a Girl who admits of Gallantries, though with 
a very innocent Intention, will thereby hurt her 
Reputation by giving Breath to Scandal. I 


thanked her a thouſand Times for the Advice 


which 
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which ſhe gave me, as well as for her favour- 
able Declarations, and aſſured her of my Silence 
and Diſcretion. 


The Counteſs came in ſoon after, and had 
ſhe examin'd me ever ſo little, might have eaſily 
perceived that ſomething more than common 
had happen'd me, notwithſtanding the com- 
poſed Air which I affected. She propos'd going 
to the Opera, FoxvierLE conſented to ac- 
company her, and I had the Honour of being 
their Gentleman Uſher, after which ſhe invited 
us to ſup at her Houſe, which it was impoſſible 
for me to refuſe, though I never long'd for any 
Thing more, than an Opportunity of commu- 
nicating to RAs Ac the Heads of the Conver- 
ſation which had paſſed between my Miſtreſs 
and me; ſhe would willingly have engaged 
FoxnviegLLE to be of the Party, but ſhe re- 


The Opera was finiſh'd early; and while we 


were waiting for Supper, after our Return, the 


Counteſs entertain*d me with Obſervations upon 
the ſeveral Ladies ſhe had ſeen in Public; ſhe 


was very ſatyrical, but there was ſo much Wit 


intermix'd with all ſhe ſaid, that her Converſa- 
non prov'd vaſtly agreeable, inſomuch 


cha 
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was never better pleas d in my Life. Tell me 
honeſtly (ſaid ſhe) don't you think our Sex much 
more ſincere than yours; I ſpeak plainly what l 
think, if I call STL VIA a Prude, and MARIA 
a Coquet, it is becauſe, in my Opinion, they 
deſerve it. While for your Part, Count, (conti- 
nues ſhe) notwithſtanding all your Philoſophy, 
you can find a thouſand Faults in the Things 
which, at the ſame Time, you applaud. Now 
-don't you think it a Maſter-Stroke of Politics to 
have perſuaded Mr. LunGs that he ſmiles 
gracefiilly, though nothing can be more diſ- 
agreeable than his Horſe-Laugh ; that there is 
Spirit in his Argument, while for its Incohe- 
rence and Folly he ought to be excluded So- 
'ciety. ' You applaud the Slovenlineſs of my 
Lord Inno: EN, fwear that he is amiable, and 
does every Thing with an Air of Gallantry, 
-while his Behaviour is utterly inconſiſtent with 
Delicacy, or even Decency. 


Madam (faid I) that for which you blame us 
is, in Society, eſteem'd Complaiſance, I make 
it my Study to excuſe People's Failing, becauſe, 
conſcious of my own Deficiencies, I would wil- 
lingly be treated mildly myſelf ; and without 


'fetting up for Cenſor- General of the Age, 1 
am 
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am content to ſuppreſs and condemn in myſelf 
the Ridicule which I perceive in others, with- 
out priding myſelf for my Penetration, and en- 


deavour to apply them to my Improvement, as 
well as Amuſement. 


I underſtand you (ſaid the Counteſs, laugh- 
ing) your Leſſon is a good one, but I overlook 
that fraternal Charity which you are pleas'd to 
have for Ridicule and Folly ; however, you 
wont prove to me thatthisought toengage you 
in ſupporting Impertinence, or interpreting 
drunken Frolics into Sallies of Wit and happy 
Exploits; yet I do not doubt but your great 
Goodneſs would call Colonel Ratxisn a fine 
Gentleman, or tell Lord Loo that he is 
well made, and has the Air of Nobility. 


No, Madam (reply'd I) I ſhould never carry 
Complaiſance to ſo great a Length; but now 
excuſe me if I repeat ſome of the Failings of 
your Sex, ſince you have been fo free with thoſe 
of mine. There is ſomething more than ſimple 
Sincerity in the ſcandalous Chronicles the La- 
dies compile of their Neighbours, though you, 
Madam, are in Exception to the Number ; 
and, I am afraid, that Love, Hatred, Jea- 
| louſy, 
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Jouſy, the Defire of pleaſing, and indeed all the 


Paſſions, by Turns, precide in their Deciſions, 


and they have greater Inclination maliciouſly to 
enjoy, than humanely to correct Error. 


This Converſation was interrupted by the 
Entry of the Marquis DE Miz OIL, who ſeem'd 


big with ſome new Intelligence. I am come to 
ſup with you (ſays he) and I have got the co- 
micaleſt, the moſt ſurprizing Story to tell you 


—— all the Town will have it ſoon, ſo I was re- 
ſolv'd to be the firſt to tell it to you, only ſor 


this I ſhould have gone to Lady PrqQue's to 
Night, but I have put it off on your Account. 


Well (ſaid the Counteſs) prithee let us have 
it. You ſhall, you ſhall (anſwer'd he) don't 
you know La Po LIN IE XE? Not I, indeed, 
(return'd ſhe). Then (ſays the Marquiſs) the 
Story concerns him; but before I relate it Ill 
draw his Picture for you, you will find i it an 
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E H A P. VIII. 


A diverting Adventure. Old BEAUVAL arrives 
at Paris. FoNvIELLE's Account of her ſelf. 
The Concluſion of the Wark. 


A PorLINItzs is very rich, and very 
ugly, but a compleat Blockhead, and 
fond to Exceſs of his powerful Genius, and 
pretty Perſon; he is Son to a Farmer-Gene- 
ral, affects the Air and Deportment of a Man 


.of Quality ; has a'Knack at Rhyming, can 
make out a halting Stanza, and fet it to Muſic 


with his own baſe Voice, and all the Grimaces 
of the Girls of the Opera, a Set of Women 
who engroſs all his Time, thro? whoſe Means 


he commenced Acquaintance with the Prince 
D —, 


You cannot be ignorant of his Highneſs's 
great Character; he is all Goodneſs, and de- 
clar'd himſelf the Protector of Arts, at a time 
when Ignorance ſeem'd to make large Advan- 
L ces 
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ces at aſſuming her antient Empire of Dark- 
neſs. Deceiv'd by a ſlight Acquaintance, he 
miſtook the Character of La Porrtixitks, 
treating him with great Complaiſance, mak- 
ing him one of his private Parties, and forget- 


ing his Rank ſo far, as in his Company to give 
an unbounded Looſe to Pleaſure. 


The Prince was fond of Madam La HAx- 
TIERE, and generally made this Coxcomb one 
of a ſelect Number of Friends who attended 
him in his Viſits to her; but he, inſtead of pri- 


zing of the very great Honour done him, 


which he ſo little deferv'd, had Vanity enough 
to become his Rival; and though the Reſolu- 
tion was ridiculous, he took ſuch Care to con- 


_ ceal it from his Highneſs, that it was never in 


the leaſt ſuſpected. 


The Farmer-General depending upon his 
Riches, and knowing how prodigiouſly Gold 
influences Girls of her Profeſſion, made no 
Myſtery of his Paſſion to La HAx TIERE, ac- 
companying his Declaration with a Purſe of 
 Louisd'ors, which was favourably received. 
The good-natur d Girl imagining a rich Citi- 

Zen in Love was worthy to ſhare with the 
| Prince 
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Prince in her Embraces, ſince Money made 
up for the Deficiency of Rank; and this Com- 
merce was ſo diſcreetly conducted for ſome 
Months, that the illuſtrious Dupe had not the 
leaſt Intimation of it. 


The Prince being confined to his Chamber 
by a flight Indiſpoſition, ſent for La HanTitRE 
to come and viſit him; the young Farmer- 
General approaching at the ſame Time, to pay 
his Reſpects. After an Hour or two paſſed in 
Converſation, his Highneſs, inclining to Sleep, 
orcer'd the Curtains to be drawn cloſe round 
his Bed, and endeavour'd to compoſe himſelf 
to Reſt, leaving the two Lovers on a Couch 
by the Fire. | 


Though they had no Occaſion to lay hold of 
ſo dangerous an Opportunity, the Devil, who 
is always an Enemy to Mankind, with his uſual 
Malicc, ſtirr'd up the Flame of Concupiſcence 
in their Hearts; the Fear of any Accident, for 
fome Time, prevented their giving Way to 
ſuch ill-tim'd Deſires; but Neceſſity has no 
Law, the Couch was deſtin'd for the Scene of 
Pleaſure; but in the very Moment of their 
Happineſs the Prince, who had only ſlumber'd 

L 2 a little, 
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2 little, drew back the Curtains, and beheld 
his two Friends in a Situation, as comical as it 
was ſurpriſing and unexpected; their Contu- 
fan excited his Mirth as well as Anger; he 
rung for his Servants, intending to have ſhewn 
LA PoPrLIxIERE the ſhorteſt Way into the 
Street out of a Window, but he anticipated the 


Prince's Intention by getting out of the Houſe 


with all poſſible Expedition, though not with 
bis uſual tireſome Servility, which the Diſorder 
ef his Affairs would not permit. 


_ La HanTitrs was ignominiouſly diſearded, 


and the Prince inflexible to her Tears and In- 
treaties, had her the next Day confin'd in a 
Workhouſe, while he procur'd an Order for 
baniſhing La PoeLINIERE to Baurdeaux. 


There is a good deal of Humour in this Sto- 
rey, Marquis, ſaid the Countefs ; and, I think, 

the many Tales of this Sort every Day told 
about the Opera Singers, ſhew how ridiculous 


it is to intrigue with them. What Satisfaction 


can a Man of Gallantry and Delicacy reap from 


an Amour with a Woman for whoſe Birth, 


Manners, Conduct, and Sentiments he muſt 
bluſh — Times a Day. 


I oak 
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I took my Leave of the Counteſs after the 
Recital of this Story, and ſoon found RAs Ac, 
to whom I immediately communicated the 


Converſation I had with my Miſtreſs, and 


by my Emotion, he eaſily judged the Vielenee 
of my Paſſion. The Arrival of my Father, 
which happen'd a few Days after, accelerated 
my Felicity, fince, from the Reprefentations 
of my Friend concerning my amorous Incli- 
nations, he readily conſented to giving me that 
Eſtabliſhment which ſeem'd abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for my Peace, promiſing to demand the 
Lady in Form of a Family ; a Piece of news 
which, the next Morning, in Perſon, I com- 
municated to her. 


Why (ſays ſhe) here is one Party gain'd with 
Faſe, I can't anſwer for your having ſo little 
Trouble with the other. My Father, who for 
ſome Time paſt thought he could have given 
me a very large Fortune without hurting him- 


ſelf, is at preſent a little ſtraighten'd by the 


Indiſcretion of one of my Aunts, not but it will 
be all made up in the End, for, at her Death, 


Things will fall into their proper Channel 


again. 


You 
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Lou are miſtaken (reply'd I) if you imagine 
| Intereſt has the leaſt concern in our Union, and 
I ſhould prefer you, without any Portion, to 
the greatneſt Heireſs in France. You may, 
perhaps (ſays ſhe) but do you think your Father 
will? conſider what a great Fortune I have 
been eſteem'd for ſome Time, which, at pre- 
ſent, he is not able to diſburſe. I told her, 
that this would be the leaſt of my Father's 
Concern. Well (ſays ſhe) you are the beſt 
Judge of this Affair; but pray have you never 
heard what occaſion'd the Diſpute between 
my Father and my Aunt ? on declaring I had 
never heard any Thing concerning it, ſhe 
went on thus. 


You cannot have forgotten with what Fury 


and Vehemence the good Woman ſome time 
ſince declaim'd againſt the Jeſuits, and the Bull, 
two or three Prieſts whom ſhe maintains, and 
who are always with her, encourage her in her 
Follies ; ſhe was very bountiful in her Preſents, 
not only to ſeveral Perſons whom the King 
baniſh'd, but alſo to many of the Party who re- 


main'd in Paris; though my Father could not 


help regretting this whimſical Extravagance, 
yet it was his Buſineſs to praiſe her, as ſhe left 
a him 
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him the peaceable Enjoyment of 16000 Livres 
a Year, Ten or twelve Days ago ſhe in- 
form'd me, that ſhe could not without Scandal 
to her Conſcience think of admitting ſo much of 
her Subſtance to be ſquander'd away by a Man 
whoſe Faith was ſo much ſuſpected; in Vain 
did my Father attempt to reaſon with her, ſhe 
inſiſted on its being given up, and the only 
Favour we could obtain was her making a for- 
mal Gift of it to me and my Brother in the 
Preſence of a Notary, though it was ours by 

Right of Inheritance. 


This Accident, Madam, (ſaid 5 ſhall be no 
Obſtacle to our Happineſs, of this let our 
ſpeedy Marriage convince you; for, by this 
Time, my Father and my Friend have obtain- 
ed the Conſent of your Family. What Iut- 
ter'd was true, my Father ſacrificed preſent 
Advantage to my Happineſs which is indeed 
great, and her Friends could have no Excepti- 8 
on to the Match. 


Our Nuptials were ſoon after celebrated, and 
every Day ſince, this coveted Conjunction has 
been one uninterrupted Scene of Pleaſure and 
Tranquillity. Matrimony has rather increas'd 
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than diminiſh'd my Tenderneſs, and I am 

more than a Huſband. I no longer remem- 

ber my former Inclination, except when 1 

would ſometimes compare my paſt Misfortunes 
with my preſent Fekcity. 
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